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PREFACE.

THE present volume is but one of a series, the composition of which
the author has been meditating for several years. The original design
contemplated a complete history of the great Iroquois Corfederacy,
known at first as the Five Nations, and afterward, by the addition of
the Tuscaroras from North Carolina, as the Six, from the discovery
to the present time, Circumstances, which were explained in the
Life of Brant, induced the preparation of that work first. The design
of that effort was not merely to embrace the biography of the chief
himself, but under the shadow of his name to preserve the history of
his people during the half century of his active life, and also to gather
up, and reduce to form, the rich materials of the previously unwritten
border history of the American revolution. Brant, both as the military
leader and civil governor of his people, and also as one of the most
active and formidable officers of the border service, was selected as
the principal ﬁgure'around whom to weave the stirring historical
details comprised in the two volumes bearing his name.

The present volume, containing the life of the great Seneca orator,
Red-Jacket, has been constructed upon the same plan. After the
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death of Brant, Red-Jacket became the man of greatest distinction
among the Six Nations; and in writing his life, the author, as in the
preceding work, has used him as the principal figure in illustrating
the };istory of the Six Nations down to the conclusion of the treaty
for the sale of the residue of the Seneca lands, in the autumn of 1838.
That treaty, when carried into execution, extinguishes the confederacy
of the AquanuscaIon, or United People,—a confederacy, the duration
of which is lost in the shadowy obscurity of tradition for ages before
the sound of the white woodman’s axe rang upon the solemn stillness
of the forest-continent. The life of Red-Jacket, therefore, may be
considered as the sequel, or conclusion, of the History of the Six
Nations.

Two divisions of the work meditated by the author, and those the
most difficult and laborious,—remain to be executed, viz. : the Life
and Times of Sir William Johnson, and the yet earlier history of the
Iroquois Confederacy from the discovery down to the year 1735, when
Mr. Johnson first planted himself among the Mohawks in the valley
of their own beautiful river. The life of the Baronet is the next,
which, should health and time allow, the author proposes to take in
hand. This work will review an important and most interesting
period in the colonial history of New-York, embracing, as it must do,
the border history of the colony during the French wars of 1745, and
of 1755-63. Nor can that history be properly illustrated without
recourse to the archives of the British and French governments.
Hitherto the author has been disappointed in the expectation of making
a voyage to Europe in connexion with this branch of his historical
investigations. But he hopes yet to accomplish this object. At all
events, “ The Life and Times of Sir William Johneon’ is a work the
execution of which will not be relinquished except from stern necessity.
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The residue of. the work, covering the earlier period of the proposed
history, will of course be deferred to a yet more distant day.

In regard to the present .volume, the author can only say that he
has made it as full and as perfect as the materials which he has been
able to collect would allow. The subject of the memoir, it must be
remembered, could speak but very little English, and could not write
at all. He could therefore maintain no written correspondence, and
consequently left no letters, or other written memorials, to aid his
biographer. Such was not the fact in the case of Brant, whose papers
were of vast assistance. It must also be kept in mind that Brant was
a man of war, and Red-Jacket a man of peace. Hence in a memoir
of the latter a far smaller amount of stirring and bloody incident is
to be anticipated, than in one of the former. Indeed in this respect
the books are widely dissimilar. And yet it is hoped that it will be
found not altogether devoid of interest. The name of Red-Jacket, as
the great orator of the Six Nations, is among those most familiar to the
American ear; and this volume is the first complete record of his
forensic efforts that has ever appeared. Neither diligence nor expense
has been spared to make the collection perfect of all the chieftain’s
speeches, and notes of speeches, that have been preserved. These
have been arranged in the text, according to the dates of their delivery,
and in connexion with the history of the occasions and events which
called them forth. The author is aware that to this feature of hig
arrangement some may object that the text of the narrative should
not be thus interrupted, and that the speeches might better have been
thrown back into an appendix. Buat he thinks differently. Had thgy
been thus disposed of they would not have been read,—such being
the usual destiny of speeches, letters and documents, crowded together
at the end of almost every book of history. And certainly when they
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avre read, they are likely to be better understood and appreciated, if
taken in their proper historical connexion,—illustrating the occasions
or events by which they were elicited, and in turn receiving such
Wﬁmtbhmrhnumﬁhmquimd.

The general portraiture of the subject of the memoir is ample, and
is belisved to be just. Nothing has been extenuated without sufficient
canse, nor aught set down in malice. The thanks of both author and
publishers are due to Mr. SBamuel Ward for the use of Wier's fine
picture of Red-Jacket, which has been exquisitely engraved by Mr.
M. L. Danforth. To the kindness of this accomplished artist the
author is likewise indebted for the beautiful and spirited engraved
his thanks to Mr. Osborn, the printer, for the care with which he has
wapervised the press, and for the typographical elegance of the volume.

As the celebrated chiefs Farmer’s-Brother and Cornplanter were
intimately associated in public affirs with Red-Jacket for half a
century and more, brief sketehes of their lives have been added to the

New-York, June 1, 1841,
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LIFE AND TIMES OF RED-JACKET.

CHAPTER 1.

SusJxcT of the biography—His name—Preliminary glimpses of his charac-
ter—His nation—Incidental discussion concerning the Iroquois, or Five Na-
tions—T'radition of the origin of the Senecas— Hill of Genundewah—Roman-

tic story—The Hurons—History of the Five Nations—Chapter closes in
doubt.

“] am an orator'!—I was born an orator!”’—were the
prompt exclamations of the subject of the present memoir,
in reply to an inquiry, by an obtrusive white man, re-
specting his deeds in arms. The evasion was alike spi-
rited, quick-witted, and adroit. No man, either savage
or civilized, probably, was ever more conscious of the
strong and the weak points of his own character than the
celebrated Seneca chief, Sa-co-YE-wAT-HA, Or * HE-
KEEPS-THEM-AWAKE,”’—better known to the public un-
der the less imposing name of Rep-Jacker.* His ori-
ginal Indian name was O-TE-TI-ANI—in English—Av-

* The Indian name of Red-Jacket, here given in the text, has been variously
spelt, by different authors. I have adopted the orthography of an old MS. re-
cord of the Seneca chiefs, invited by Colonel Timothy Pickering to attend a
council in Philadelphia, in 1792. The usual translation of the name, Sa-go-ye-
wat-Aa, has been, The Keeper Awake. Itwas so rendered by De Witt Clinton, in
his celebrated Discourse before the New-York Historical Society, in 1811.  But
that translation is erroneous, as The Keeper Awake does not convey the idea in-

tended. The ancient manuscript referred to gives the true meaning, as adopted

in the text—He-keepe-them-awake.
' 1
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ways Reapy. The other name was conferred upon
him, in after years, on his election to the dignity of a
Sachem.

That he was an orator, in the most exalted sense of
the term, of great and commanding power, is the univer-
sal testimony of all who enjoyed opportunities of forming
a just opinion upon the subject. And no other man was
more conscious of the fact than himself. That he was a
warrior he did not positively deny to his unwelcome cate-
chist, while he studiously avoided its acknowledgment.

It is well for his veracity that he did not, since nothing
is more certain than that the impartial testimony of his-
tory would have been invoked in vain to sustain the asser-
tion. Yet, notwithstanding the absence of that physical
quality, the lack of which is so rare among a people liv-
ing in the hunter state, and the possession of which is con-
sidered so indispensable among all barbarians, few men
have arrived at a greater degree of consideration among
his own people, or exerted a more commanding influence,
than Red-Jacket. Hc was upon the war-path during
both conflicts between the United States and Great
Britain. In the former,—the war of the revolution,—
he served, with his nation, the cause of the crown. In
the war of 1812-1815,—the Senecas having changed
their quas: allegiance,—he served under the colors of the
United States. But in neither contest did he win for him-
gelf the right to wear the eagle-plume. In the former
he was openly charged by his brother chiefs with
cowardice and treachery; while in the latter the im-
pression made upon the mind of the General, under
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whose immediate eye he served, was by no means favor-
able in regard to his courage.* His entire character
formed a bundle of contradictions. If he lacked firm-
ness of nerves, he nevertheless possessed unbending
firmness of purpose, and great moral courage. His in-
tellectual powers were unquestionably of a very high
order. He was a statesman of sagacity, and an orator
of even surpassing eloquence ; yet he was capable of de-
scending to the practice of the lowest cunning of the
demagogue. But he was still a patriot. He loved his
~ nation, and his race ;—and if| in the eyes of his people,
the deficiencies of his character were not lost in the blaze
of his genius, they were certainly more than counter-
balanced by the admiration with which was contemplated
the greatness of his mind.

The Seneca Nation, whence Sa-go-ye-wat-ha sprang,
and whose principal chief he was for many years, was,
even at the time of the discovery by the Europeans, by
far the most powerful of the Aquanuschioni, or ¢ United
People,” known originally as the Five Nations, and after-
ward as the Six, by the addition of the Tuscaroras to
the confederacy, about the year 1712. The reason of
this addition to the number of their communities has
been variously given. It is well known that the Five
Nations carried their arms as far south as the country of
the Cherokees, with whom they waged a bloody war,
even within the last century.t The Tuscaroras were

* General Peter B. Porter, late Secretary of War, whose opinion will be
quoted hereafter.

t A fierce battle, continuing two days, was fought between the Cherokees,
Catawbas, and their associates, and the warriors of the Six Nations, at the
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natives of a territory now forming the state of Non

Carolina. Bancroft speaks of them as ¢kindred wit!

the Five Nations,” and refers to several villages in tha:
region, of the Huron-Iroquois, or Wyandot family. Ac-
cording to some authorities, the Tuscaroras, having
formed a deep and general conspiracy to cut off the
whites, were signally defeated, and driven from their
country, under which circumstances they were adopted
as a Sixth Nation by the Iroquois.* It has been asserted
by others that they were conquered by the Iroquois, and
by them removed to their own country, where they were
planted down, and reckoned as an additional nation, but
only upon the condition that, like the Delawares, they
were to be ranked as women, and inhibited the use of
arms in war. This is a most unlikely tale of their re-
moval,—since they ¢ were the most powerful tribe in
North Carolina,” occupying, in 1708, fifteen towns in the
upper country, on the Neuse and the Tar, and numbering
twelve hundred warriors, as brave as the Mohawks.t
Other authors have assigned a kindlier motive for the
transplantation, viz: the discovéry, by the Five Nations,
of the marked similarity of the Tuscarora language to
their own—there being no labials in either. Hence they
concluded that the latter either were, or of right ought to

Junction of the Cumberlgnd and Red Rivers, in Kentucky, near the present line
between the states of Kentucky and Tennessee, in the year 1731. The leader of
the Six Nations on that occasion was Hiokatoo, a celebrated Seneca chief, who
died in 1811, at the great age of 103. The slaughter was great on both sides,
but Hiokatoo was victorious.

* Smith’s History of New-York, sanctioned by the Historical Discourse of De
Witt Clinton.

t Bancroft’s United States, vol. iii. p. 245.
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been, members of their own great family. Hence,

probably, Bancroft speaks of the Mohawks as their
hers.”

: Senecas were the fifth nation of the original con-

:cy~—their duty being to keep the western door of

long house,” as-the territory occupied by their

pal range of towns was called. The Mohawks

ed the eastern door, at Schagh-nack-ta-da.* When-

at either door of ¢ the long house,” other nations, or

unbassadors, knocked upon business, the first duty of

wtion keeping the door was to ascertain its character

nportance. If not of great moment, the council of the

ate nation attended to it. But whenever the sub-

natter presented from without was of interest to

‘hole confederacy, or of sufficient weight to require

nsideration of the united council, the messengers

-ed with it were sent forward to the Onondaga Val-

vhere the Grand Council fire was kindled, and it was

ssed by the National Congress. The Mohawk

1 was the first in rank of the confederacy, and to it

tained the office ‘of principal war-chief. To the

lagas, in like manner,~~the nation whose peculiar

province it was to guard the council fire,—appertained

the office of principal civil chief, or Chief Sachem. Still,

numerically considered, for a long time past, and per-

“ The present site of Albany. The meaning of the term, literally, is—* Be-

yond-the-Pine-Plains.”” These plains are those between Schenectady and

Albany—separating the Mohawk valley from that of the Hudson. By some mis-

take, the name was erroneously bestowed by the whites upon the Inflian town

of Cornnugh-hariesgugh-harie, literally A-great-multitude-collected-together.

Standing at their castles, and looking toward the east, Schagh-nack-ta-da, (now
Albany,) was Beyond-the-Pine-Plains to the Mohawks.
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haps always, the Senecas were by far the most power-
ful of the confederacy..

The questions as to the origin of the Seneca Indians,
the entire confederacy to which they belonged, and the
length of time they had been in the occupancy of ¢ the
long house,” when first visited by the white man, are all
involved in darkness, too deep, probably, for human
penetration. According to the early French histonans
and tourists of America,—among whom Charlevoix is
probably the best authority,—the Iroquois were occupying
the country along the St. Lawrence, in the neighborhood
of Hochelaga, at the time of the discovery of Canada by
Jacques Cartier. ¢ When Cartier went to Hochelaga,
now Montreal, in 1535, he discovered a town of the Iro-
quois, or Hurons, containing about fifty huts.””* Cartier
landed about six miles from the town, to which the way
was well beaten and frequented. ¢TIt was situated in
the midst of large fields of Indian corn, and from the
description, it must even then have been a considerable
place, and the metropolis of the neighboring country. It
was encompassed by palisades, or probably a picket
fence 1n three rows, one within the other, well secured
and put together. A single entrance was secured with
piles and stakes; and every precaution adopted against
sudden attack or siege. The town consisted of about
fifty houses, each fifty feet in length by fourteen in
" breadth, built of wood and covered with bark, ¢ well and
cunningly joined together’  Each house contained
small chambers, built round an open court in the centre,

* Clinton’s Historical Discourse.
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in which the fire was kindled.”* The inhabitants were
devoted to husbandry and fishing, and the lands of the
island were well cultivated to the base of the mountain,
three miles from the present city of Montreal.t In a
word, according to the history of Cartier's voyage, the
Indians of Hochelaga were more than usually civilized,
for barbarians, and greatly in advance of the Iroquois a
century afterward. It has also been held that the war
in which the Iroquois were engaged with the Adiron-
dacks, a powerful division of the Hurons,—now gene-
rally known by the name of Wyandots,—at the time
when Champlain ascended the St. Lawrence, in 1603,
was the same in which they conquered the territory o1
the Mohawk Valley, and that lying south of Lake Onta-
rio, in the possession of which they were found by the
Dutch and English. Such is, moreover, the received
opinion of various writers, European and American, who
have glanced superficially at this question.

But this supposition, though entertained by Governor
Colden, and afterward by Governor Clinton, is beyond
doubt erroneous. At the time of Cartier's discovery
the five Huron nations occupied the Island of Orleans,
below Quebec, and the country of the St. Lawrence and
the Ottawa. The Adirondacks, the most powerful clan
of that people, then lived chiefly upon the Ottawa ; and
it is more than probable that those were the occupants of
Hochelaga. The town at Hochelaga, described by Car-
tier, had dwindled into insignificance at the time of
Champlain’s visit, having probably been destroyed by

* Hawkins’s History of Quebec, pp. 50, 51. t Idem.



8 LIFE AND TIMES

the Iroquois—a body of whom were met by Champlain,
while voyaging upon the lake since bearing his name,
on their way against the Hurons, with hostile intent.
Champlain was accompanied during this voyage by a
war party of the latter, with whom he fought in alliance
against the Iroquois, who were struck with amazement
at the reports and the execution of the fire-arms used
_against them,—engines of death which they had never
seen before,—and defeated, of course.

But, in addition to these circumstances, all the prin-
cipal towns and cantons of the Five Nations gave evi-
dence, at the period of the discovery, of a much longer
occupancy of the territory in question than most authors
have conceded ; while according to their own traditions,
affording yet better authority, they had been in the actual
possession of that fair region of country for a length of
time whereof the memory of man runneth not to the
contrary.* Itis true that there is a dim and shadowy
tradition among some of the people of the Five Nations,
that they originally came from the north; but they date
the period of their migration a long number of centuries
back. Cusick, the Tuscarora author,—and the only
Indian who has written upon that subject,—dates the
event more than twenty-five hundred years before the
discovery by Columbus,—as correct, probably, as the
Chinese chronology.t The tradition of the Senecas is,
" that the original people of their nation broke forth from
the earth, from the crest of a mountain at the head of

* Charlevoix; Colden's Six Nations; Moulton’s New-York.
t This tract of Cusick’s is a wretchedly puerile performance.
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Canandaigua Lake. The mountain which gave them
birth is called ¢ Ge-nun-de-wah-gauh,” or the Great
Hill. Hence the Senecas are called the Great Hill -
People, which was their original title. The base of the
Genundewah mountain, as it is usually called, they be-
lieve to have been encircled, when their nation was in
its infancy, by a huge serpent,—so vastin his proportions
that he was enabled to coil himself entirely around the
mountain. The head and tail of the monster united
at the gateway of the path leading to and from the
steep; and few who attempted either ingress or egress
escaped his voracious jaws. Thus environed, the people
remained a long time, as it were, in a state of siege,—
the serpent rendering their condition almost insupporta-
ble, not only by his war upon their lives, but by reason
of his feetid and poisonous breath. At length, their
sufferings becoming severe beyond longer endurance,
the Indians determined to make a sally. Arming them-
selves, therefore, with such weapons as they had at
hand, they descended the hill, but in attempting to
escape the gate, were all seized and swallowed by the
serpent, with the exception of two children, who by
some means overleaped this fearful line of circumvalla-
tion, and avoided the terrible fate of the body of their
infant tribe. Having escaped, these children were re-
served for a yet higher destiny. They were informed,
by an oracle, of means by which they might rid the
world of the great monster so inimical to their race.
They were directed to form a bow of a particular kind
of willow, and an arrow of the same, the barb of which
2
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was to be dipped in poison, and shot in a direction that
would allow it to penetrate the skin beneath the scales.
The children obeyed the divine injunction, and the result -
was the serpent’s death. No sooner had the arrow penetra-
ted the skin than he was thrown into violent convulsions.
Uncoiling himself from around the mountain, and writh-
ing into the most frightful convolutions, in his agony
he threw up the heads of the people he had devoured,
which rolled down the steep into the lake. With agoni-
zing throes the serpent himself then rolled into the lake,
sweeping down the timber in his course. The heads of
the Indians, that had been disgorged, were petrified by
the transparent waters, and are to be seen at the bottom
of the lake, 1n the shape of large round stones, to this day.
From the two orphans, thus preserved, and who thus
vanquished their terrible enemy, sprang the new race of
Senecas. The tradition is equally absurd and puerile ;
but not more so than are the legends of the aboriginals of
other nations, or even of the so-called civilized nations
of India and China. But it is cited to show that the
Senecas themselves have no idea of a modern occupancy
of their territory. And that they were sincere in enter-
taining the tradition, may be allowed from the circum-
stance that the Genundewah has been held sacred, as
being the place of their birth. For a long time past, and
down to a recent period, it was the place of holding their
councils. It was also the hallowed place of their religious
services, some of which were instituted in commemo-

ration of the death of the serpent, which had thus threat-
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ened the extermination of their race.* This legend is
less poetical, perhaps, but it is not more absurd, than the
classic fable of the Hydra of Lerna, or the monster
which, according to Alian, was the terror of India in the
time of Alexander. The monster of Genundewah did
not discharge volumes of flame and smoke from his |
mouth, like another Typhon; but the efluvium of his
breath was even more destructive. The credulity of the
wild Senecas was no greater than that of the polished
Greeks; and they did not fall into the absurdity of pay-
ing divine honors to their monster, as the oriental Indians
did the dragon-cotemporary of Alexander.

Connected with this sacred mount of Genundewabh,
and a wild precipice in its vicinity, which hangs beetling
over the silver Canandaigua lake, called the ¢ Lover’s
Leap,” 1s an interesting story of love to distraction, and
courage to death, on the part of a young Indian beauty,
which may perhaps warrant a digression for its recital—
more especially as the American aboriginals have gene-
rally been accounted, comparatively, strangers to la belle
passion. The legend is of a later day than that of the
serpent, but, nevertheless, descends from remote tradi-
tion. During the wars of the Senecas and the Algon-
quins of the north, a chief of the latter was captured and
carried to Genundewah, whereon a fortification, consist-

* This tradition was related to the author, in November, 1838, by a Seneca
chief, called The Blacksmith, a relative of Red-Jacket, and to whom descended
the medal given to the latter by General Washington. It is also given, in sub-
stance, by Mr. Seaver, author of the Life of Mary Jemison. Mr. Seaver re-
ceived it from the late Captain Horatio Jones, for several years a prisoner among
the Senecas, and long a government agent and interpreter among them.
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ing of a square without bastions, and surrounded by
palisades, was situated. The captive, though young in
years, was famed for his prowess in the forest conflict,
and nature had been bountiful to his person in those gifts
of strength and symmetry which waken savage admira-
tion. After a short debate, he was condemned to die on
the following day, by the slow torture of impalement.
While he was lying in the “cabin of death,” a lodge
devoted to the reception of condemned prisoners, the
daughter of the Sachem brought him food,* and, struck
with his manly form and heroic bearing, resolved to save
him or share his fate. Her bold enterprise was favored
by the uncertain light of the gray dawn, while the soli-
tary sentinel, weary with his night-watch, and forgetful of
his duty, was slumbering. Stealing with noiseless tread
to the side of the young captive, she cut the thongs where-
with his limbs were bound, and besought him in breath-
ing accents to follow her. The fugitives descended the
hill by a wooded path conducting to the lake ; but ere they
reached the water, an alarm-whoop, wild and shnll, was
heard issuing from the lips of the waking guard. They
tarried not, though thorny vines and fallen timber ob-
structed their way. At length they reached the smooth
beach, and leaping into a canoe, previously provided by
the brave and considerate damsel, they plied the paddle
vigorously, steering for the opposite shore. Vain were
their efforts. On the wind came cries of rage, and the
quick tramp of savage warriors, bounding over rock and

® The Indians always supply their prisoners with every comfort until the time
for their execution arrives.
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glen in fierce pursuit. The Algonquin, with the reckless
daring of a young brave, sent back a yell of defiance ; and
soon after the plash of oars was heard, and a dozen war
canoes were cutting the billows in their rear. The un-
fortunate lovers, on landing, took a trail leading in a
western direction over the hills. The Algonquin, weak-
ened by unhealed wounds, followed his active guide up
the acclivity with panting heart and flagging pace ; while
his enemies, with the grim old Sachem at their head, drew
nearer and nearer. At length, finding farther attempts
at flight useless, she diverged from the trail, and conduc-
ted her lover to a table-crested rock that projected over
a ravine, or gulf, one hundred and fifty feet in depth, the
bottom of which was strewn with huge mis-shapen rocks,
scattered in rude confusion. With hearts nerved to a high
resolve, the hapless pair awaited the arrival of their
yelling pursuers. Conspicuous by his eagle plume, tow-
ering form, and scowling brow, the daughter soon de-
scried her inexorable sire leaping from crag to crag be-
low her. He paused abruptly when his fiery eye rested
on the objects of his pursuit. Notching an arrow on the
string of his tried and unerring bow, he raised his sinewy
arms—but ere the missile was sent, Wun-nut-hay, the
Beautiful, interposed her form between her father and
his victim. In wild appealing tones she entreated her
sire to spare the young chieftain, assuring him that they
would leap together from the precipice rather than be
separated. The stern old man, deaf to her supplication,
and disregarding her menace, ordered his followers to
seize the fugitive. Warrior after warrior darted up the
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rock, but on reaching the platform, at the moment when
they were grasping to clutch the young brave, the lovers,
locked in fond embrace, flung themselves

“ From the steep rock and perished.”

The mangled bodies were buried in the bottom of thé
glen, beneath the shade of everlasting rocks; and two
small hollows, resembling sunken graves, are to this day
pointed out to the curious traveller, as the burial place
of “the lovers.” It is a sweet, wild haunt,—the sun-
beam falls there with a softened radiance,—and a brook
near by gives out a complaining murmur, as if mourning
for the dead.*

But to return from the alluring field of romance to the
graver details of historical inquiry. Thereis yet farther,
if not stronger evidence to sustain the position, that the
Five Nations had for ages been in the possession of their
Long House. For example, speaking of the mounds in
their country, which, like many others scattered between
the lakes and the coast of Florida, have occasioned so
much of speculation and curious inquiry, some of the
Senecas told Mr. Kirkland, the celebrated missionary to
the Indians, ¢ that those in their territory were raised by
their ancestors, in their wars with the western Indians,

® This interesting legend was derived many years ago from a Seneca chief of
some note, named *‘ Chequered Cap,”” and was communicated to me by W. H. C.
Hosmer, Esq., of Avon, of whom more hereafter. On the top of Genundewah
the remains of an Indian orchard are visible—a few moss-grown and wind-bowed
apple-trees still linger, sad, but fitting emblems of the wasted race by whom they
were planted.
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three, four, or five hundred years ago.”* Indeed it was
the belief of that people ¢that they sprang and grew
up, in that very place, like the trees of the wilderness.”t
Sdll it is and must ever remain a question of doubt
how long the Aquanuschioni had occupied the ¢ Long
House.” Their traditions are confused, and not in har-
mony with each other. De Witt Clinton inclined to the
opinion that they first inhabited the country on the north
side of the great lakes, whence they had been expelled
by the Adirondacks—they in turn driving from the country
south of the lakes a now lost nation, called the Satanas.
But this hypothesis is inconsistent with the subsequent
claim of the Iroquois to the country west of Lake Ontario,
and north of Lake Erie, as a conquest from those same
Adirondacks, or Hurons. Governor Clinton has im-
plicitly followed Colden upon this point; but more
thorough inquiry has shown that Colden was wrong.
The Hurons, without controversy, were driven from the
country of the St. Lawrence, to the north-west, beyond
Lake Superior—* hiding themselves in the dreary wastes
that divided the Chippewas from their western foes.”}
They were afterward driven back by the Sioux to
Detroit, and the northern shore of Lake Erie. The
Indians called Satanas by the English, the Shaouonons
of the French, resided farther west, upon the Mississippi.
Brant, in a letter to Colonel Timothy Pickering, says the
* Cliaton’s Discourse.
t Note in Drake's Book of the Indians.

{ Bancroft. Doctor Colden pronounced the Adirondacks * the most warlike
and polite nation of all the Indians in North America.” He adds—* they were

almost entirely destroyed by a people they at first despised.”
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country south of Buffalo Creek and Lake Ene ¢ was
obtained by the joint exertions of the Five Nations, in a
war with a powerful nation of Indians called Enes, and
another nation then living at Tioga Point ;—so that, by
our successes, all the country between that and the
Mississippi became the joint property of the Five Nations.
All other nations now inhabiting this great tract of coun-
try were allowed to settle by the Five Nations.”'*

There is yet another tradition, that the Five Nations
came originally from the remote west. But, so far as is
known, there is no language in that vast region assimi-
lating to theirs, while the languages of the Indians east
of the Hudson river were evidently from the same root
as the different dialects of the great Delaware family, ‘
who are allowed to have come from that direction. The
tradition, imputed by some writers to thie Senecas, that
they were once occupants of the territory of the Creeks,
at the south, is not worthy of consideration. This inci-
dental discussion, therefore, respecting the origin of the
Five Nations, or rather the length of time in which they
had been in the occupancy of what they figuratively
called their “long house,” has necessarily left the ques-
tion involved in as much obscurity as it was before, save
that it is believed to have been pretty clearly shown
that they were by no means recent occupants of their
territory at the time when the white men came among
them, nor had they been driven from the north by the

Hurons.

® MS. letter from Joseph Brant—Thayendanegea—to Colonel Pickering, dated
30th December, 1794, in the author’s possession.



CHAPTER II.

Nariviry of 8a-go-ye-wat-ha—Origin of the name, Red-Jacket—Serves with
the Indians against the United States—Cbarges of treachery and cowardice—
Hatred of Brant—Called ‘ The Cow-Killer’’—Cormplanter—Treaty of 1789,
at Fort Stanwix—Views of Washington—Course of Red-Jacket and Corn-
planter there,—the former opposing the treaty, and the latter effecting it—
Dissatisfaction of the Indians at the result—Cornplanter attempts to reconcile
them—His failure—Appeals to General Washington—Claims of Massachu-
setts to Western New-York—Massachusetts acquires the pre-emption title—
Sells a part to Phelps and Gorham—Stupendous scheme for dismembering
New-York—The plot crushed by Governor George Clinton and the legiala-
ture—Inklings of Red-Jacket’s duplicity.

THE Seneca chief,” Sa-co-YE-WAT-HA, or ¢ He-keeps-
them-awake,” has, by some writers upon Indian history,
been designated as ¢ The Last of the Senecas,” and
perhaps with figurative justice. He had several able
contemporaries, names not unknown to fame, among whom
were FARMER's-BroTHER and the CorNPLANTER. DBut
these chiefs were older than himself, and distinguished
rather as warriors than as orators ; while Sa-go-ye-
wat-ha, whose eloquence was the glory of his people,
has left no one behind who can fill his place at the coun-
ciu-fire. The orator ‘““owed nothing to the advantages
of illustrious descent.”* On the contrary, his parentage
was humble, even in the estimate of his own people,
among whom the democratic principle of positive equality

* De Witt Clinton’s Historical Discourse.
3 .
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is as nearly approximated, perhaps, as in any other
country in the universe. He is believed to bave been
born about the year 1750, at a place called Old Castle,
three miles west of the present beautiful and flourishing
town of Geneva, at the foot of Seneca Lake.* Of his
early history little is known beyond the fact asserted
by tradition, that he was remarkably swift upon the
chase, and from his fleetness was often employed as a
messenger, first among his own people, and afterward,
during the war of the American revolution, as a runner
for the Bntish officers engaged in the border service.
His name of “Rep-Jacker,” by which he was so long
familiarly known among the white people, is said to have
been acquired in the following manner: During the war
just mentioned, his activity and intelligence attracted the
attention of several officers in the service of the Bntish
crown, and acquired for him their friendship. One of
them, either as a compliment, or for services rendered,
¢ presented him with a richly embroidered scarlet jacket,
which he took great pride in wearing. When this was
worn out, he was presented with another; and he con-
tinued to wear this peculiar dress until it became a mark
of distinction, and gave him the name by which he was
afterward best known.”t At the treaty of 1794, held at
Canandaigua, Captain Parish, one of the interpreters
in the service of the United States, gave him another red
jacket, ¢“to perpetuate the name to which he was so
much attached.”$ |

* Sketch of Red-Jacket, written by the Rev. John Breckenridge, D. D., for
M‘Kenney's Indian Biography. t Idem. $ Idem.
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The most authentic information that has been ob-
tained respecting his earlier career presents him, in the
outset of his slender military service, in a very unfavor-
able attitude. It was while he was upon the war-path,
during the invasion of the Genesee country by General
Sullivan, in 1779. .

The author of the spirited sketch of his life just quoted
speaks of the ¢ activity and intelligence” by which he
distinguished himself in that war, ¢though he had scarce-
ly reached the age of manhood when he engaged in it.”
But the writer, soon afterward, observes, with greater
justice ;—¢‘in that contest he took little or no part as a
warrior ; and it would appear that like his celebrated
predecessors in rhetorical fame, Demosthenes and Cicero,
he better understood how to rouse his countrymen to
war than to lead them to victory.”* It is well known
to those who are accurately versed in the Indian history
of the last half century, that the celebrated Mohawk
leader of the Six Nations, Thayendanegea, more com-
monly known as Joseph Brant, ever regarded the Seneca
orator with mingled feelings of hatred and contempt.
The Mohawk chief was wont to charge him with conduct
perfectly in keeping with the classical parallel indicated
by Dr. Breckenridge. According to the statements of

¢ Sketch by Rev. Dr. Breckenridge. Cicero, it is true, gave evidence of irre-
solution, if not timidity, in the struggles between Cesar and the republic ; and
Demosthenes was accused of having been corrupted by the presents of Alexander.
Thus far, between both the ancient orators and the Seneca, it will appear that
there is a seeming parallel. Of the former two, cowardice was predicated of
the one, and treachery of the other. The Seneca, as will be seen, has been

charged with both.
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Brant and others,—made, too, with inconvenient direct-
ness in the presence of Red-Jacket himself—the latter
had been known to exert his eloquence to enkindle a
war-spirit in the bosoms of the braves of his nation, and
provoke them to take up the hatchet, while he inge-
niously avoided the war-path, and availed himself of the
absence of the warriors, thus procured, to plunder the
goods, and even live stock, wherever he could—not
caring to discriminate between the property of an enemy
and that of the absentees of his own people. Hence the
name of ¢ Cow-killer,” bestowed upon him by Joseph
Brant, in a letter to the Duke of Northumberland,
written in 1805.*

But the origin of the Mohawk chieftain’s enmity is to
be traced to a more remote and still more aggravated
cause, while, as will hereafter appear, there were trans-
actions on the part of Red-Jacket of deep personal con-
cern to Brant, which added to the bitterness of his
hatred. During the campaign of General Sullivan,
already referred to, in which the Americans, like a
stream of fire, swept through the fine country then in-
habited by the Cayugas and Senecas, and now forming

* Life of Brant, vol. ii. p. 417. ‘ Red-Jacket was, from the following cir
cumstance, nick-named ‘ The Cow-killer :" During the revolutionary war, he had
on some occasion exhorted his followers to behave with courage in an engage-
ment expected to take place, promising that he would himself be found in the
hottest of the fight. But when the engagement came on, Red-Jacket was missing,
and was found, during the battle, cutting up a cow, belonging to an Indian, which
he had killed. One day, when dining at my house with Captain Brant, Corn-
planter told the story as if the act had been committed by some other Indian.
He and Brant laughed exceedingly at the anecdote, and at Red-Jacket’s confu-

sion. The latter attempted to join in the laugh, but was evidently very much
embarrassed.”"—Letter to the author from Thomas Morris.
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the western portion of the State of New-York, the
Mohawk chief was the leader, and the master-spirit, of
the Indian forces. The battle of Newtown, so disastrous
to the Indians, the tories, and other more regular troops
in the British service, left Captain Brant no choice but
either to abandon the whole country at once, or adopt the
Fabian system, and harass the American army by coun-
ter-marches and ambuscades. But the Mohawk was not
a man to fly while a blow could be struck, and the latter
alternative was adopted ; with, at times, no inconsidera-
ble degree of success. Yet, on the whole, the campaign
of Sullivan resulted in the sad discomfiture of the In-
dians; and it was in after life urged by Brant, that the
conduct of Red-Jacket had not only caused him much
trouble and embarrassment during that invasion, but had
been the principal cause of the disasters of his people.
Sa-go-ye-wat-ha was then twenty-nine years old, and
although it does not appear that he had yet been created
a chief, he nevertheless seems to have been already a
man of influence. He was in the practice of holding
private consultations with the young warriors, and some
of the younger and less resolute chiefs, for the purpose of
fomenting discontents, and persuading them to sue for
what Brant considered ignominious terms of peace. On
one occasion, as Brant has alleged, Red-Jacket had so
far succeeded in his treachery as to induce some of
the disaffected chiefs to send a runner into Sullivan’s
camp, to make known the dissensions he himself had
awakened, and invite a flag of truce, with propositions
of peace to the Indians. But the eagle eye of the Mo-
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hawk penetrated the conspiracy. Still his own position
was too precarious to allow the exercise of force in
crushing it. Watching every movement, therefore, he
despatched two confidential warriors to intercept the
American flag, possess themselves of the bearer’s dese
patches, and put him to death. This bloody but neces-
sary commission was exccuted with true Indian adroit-
ness, and the purposes of Red-Jacket were for that
tume frustrated.*

The charge of positive cowardice, during the same
campaign, rests upon the testimony of another—the
braye and war-like Cornplanter, a chief of the same
nation. It had been the intention of this chief to make
a stand against a detachment of General Sullivan’s
forces, on the beach of the Canandaigua lake—the In-
dian village at that place having been a very considera-
ble town. But “on the approach of the Americans, a
small number of the Indians, among whom was Red-
Jacket, began to retreat. Cornplanter exerted himself
to rally them. He sprang in front of Red-Jacket and
endeavored to persuade him to fight—but in vain.
Whereupon the indignant chief, turning to the young
wife of the recreant warrior, exclaimed—* Leave that
man—rhe is a coward !t |

The name of Red-Jacket occurs not again in history,
written or unwritten, until in connexion with the great
Indian Treaty held at Fort Stanwix, in the year 1784.
It redounds little to the credit of the British ministry of
1782-83, that in the treaty of peace with the United

* Life of Brant, vol. ii. p. 35. t Rev. Dr. John Breckenridge.
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States, by which the independence of the latter was con-
ceded to the fullest extent, no stipulation was inserted
in behalf of the red allies of the crown. Four of the
Six Nations, viz., the Mohawks, Onondagas, Cayugas,
and Senecas, had adhered to the royal cause with the
utmost constancy and with perfect fidelity. They had
all poured out their blood like water ; their country had
been ravaged by fire and sword, and the Mohawks had
been entirely driven from their own peculiar and beau-
tiful region ; and yet not the slightest provision was in-
terposed in their behalf by those whom they had served
so bravely and so long.

But although the hatchet was not formally buried, its
use was suspended by the treaty of 1783, and no farther
acts of hostility were perpetrated by the Six Nations.
Still, smarting as were the borderers of New-York from
the cruelties of the Indians, the legislature of that State
began to agitate the question of an entire expulsion of the -
race from beyond its remotest western confines, and
the confiscation of their lands. The humane feelings
of General Washington revolted against so harsh a mea-
sure, as also did those of General Schuyler. The best
relations had ever subsisted between the Dutch and the
Six Nations, and likewise, for the most part, between the
latter and the English colonists; and it was held by
Washington and Schuyler, and others whose opinions
were entitled to consideration, that the Indians who had
been deluded into the service of the crown during the
late struggle should be conciliated, if not won back to
the interests of the United States, by humane and liberal



24 LIFE AND TIMES

treatment. In the opinion of Washington, their expul-
sion by force would inevitably involve the young repub-
lic in another general Indian war ;—whereas, were they
treated with that degree of kindness and benevolence
which the United States could then so well afford to ex-
tend to them, and which would be so creditable to the
character of the confederation, their country might from
time to time be obtained by negotiation as fast as it would
be wanted for settlement by the whites, and at much less
cost than it could be acquired for by conquest. Hap-
pily these principles prevailed, and a grand council was
held by the chiefs of the Six Nations at Fort Stanwix, in
the autumn of 1784, which was attended by Oliver Wol-
cott, Richard Butler, and Arthur Lee, on the part of the
United States, and at which a treaty of peace was nego-
tiated. . The journals of this council have been lost, and
nothing remains but the naked treaty, by the provisions
of which the Six Nations were received under the pro-
tection of the United States, and secured in the posses-
sion of all the tracts of country within the boundaries of
New-York, of which they were then the occupants.
This treaty was not signed by the chiefs in attendance
upon the council, as is the usual practice, but by the
names and arms of the nations represented, comprising
the whole six of the Iroquois confederacy. There is,
therefore, no catalogue extant of the sachems and chiefs
present at the council ; but from other and subsequent
passages of Indian history, it has been rendered certain
that among the more prominent of the Indian leaders
on that occasion,—the most influential and the most elo-
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quent—were the Cornplanter and Red-Jacket. At
what time the latter had been elevated to the dignity of
chieftainship is not known. The means employed to ob-
tain the rank are less uncertain. His conduct upon the
war-path could not, by possibility, have purchased for
bim the favor of his people, for that conduct had been
most emphatically stamped both with treachery and
cowardice—the latter imperfection being ever an un-
pardonable offence among warriors of all nations, with
whatever leniency the former may perhaps be looked
upon by Indians. But the Six Nations, above all others
of the American aboriginals, were lovers of eloquence,
and cultivators of the art.* Red-Jacket’s intellectual
powers were of a high order, and he was an orator by
nature.t He was, moreover, as artful and ambitious as
he was eloquent. Aspiring to the rank of a chief, he not
only wrought upon the minds of his people by the exertion
of that faculty which was ever with them a high standard
of merit, but he succeeded in availing himself of the
superstitious constitution of his race, to effect his purpose.
“ His first essay was to dream that he was, or should
be, a chief, and that the Great Spirit was angry that his

*® «The most remarkable difference existed between the Confederates [Six
Nations, ] and the other Indians, with respect to eloquence. You may search in
vain in the records and writings of the past, or in the events of the present times,
for a single model of eloquence among the Algonguins, the Delawares, the
Shawanese, or any other nation of Indians, except the Iroquais. The few scintil-
Intions of intellectual light, the faint glimmerings of genius which are sometimes
to be found in their speeches, are evidendy derivative, and borrowed from the
Confederates.”—De Witt Clinton.

t General Erastus Root once remarked to the author, that he considered John
Rendolph aad Red-Jacket the two most perfect orators whom he had ever heard.

4 [
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nation had not advanced him to that dignity. This
dream, with the necessary variations, was repeated,
until, fortunately for him, the small-pox broke out among
the Senecas. He then proclaimed the loathsome in-
fliction a judgment sent by the Great Spirit, to punish
them for their ingratitude to him. The consequence,
ultimately, was, that by administering flattery to some,
working upon the superstitious fears of others, and by
awakening the admiration of all by his eloquence, he
reached the goal of his ambition.”* Hence his appear-
ance in the council at Fort Stanwix, in company with the
same brave chief by whom he had been so bitterly re-
proached for his cowardice, on the margin of Canandaigua
Lake, five years before.

Nor is it the least singular circumstance in this portion
of his history, that he was the sturdy opponent of Corn-
planter in the debates of the council, and although so
utterly unfitted, by the absence of physical courage, for
war himself, he was nevertheless opposed to peace—at
least on the basis upon which it was granted. It appears
from the proceedings of a great Indian council held at
the mouth of the Detroit river, in 1786, two years after
the treaty of Fort Stanwix, that the council at the
latter place,—the chiefs especially, who, with their
nations, had been engaged on the side of Great Britain,
in the struggle then recent—were, for the most part,
opposed to the conclusion of any treaty which did
not include the Hurons, Ottawas, Shawanese, Chippe-
was, Delawares, Pottawattamies, and the Wabash con-
federates, as well as the Six Nations, and cover the

* Life of Brant.
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entire question of boundaries for the whole.* They de-
sired that these several nations might be invited to join
the council, that the pacification might include all :.who
had borne a part hostile to the United States in the war.
Red-Jacket was strenuous upon this point; contending,
with great vehemence, that, unless it were conceded,—
no matter for the withdrawal of Great Britain from the
contest,—the Indians ought to make common cause,
and prosecute the war on their own account. His speech
was characterized, by those who heard it, as a master-
piece of oratory, and it has been declared that every
warrior present was carried away by his eloquence.t
But the commissioners would listen to no such propo-
sition; and the Cor;lplanter, who was an old and wise
man, though less eloquent than his junior associate, ulti-
mately succeeded in giving a favorable turn to the nego-
ciation. Cornplanter was a warrior of unquestionable
bravery. His trail had been bloody; and he therefore,
at that time, stood high in the confidence of his people,
and of course exerted a corresponding influence. He
saw how utterly hopeless must be a contest between the
Indians, single-handed, and the United States, and he
ultimately succeeded in effecting a pacification—sur-
rendering, by necessity, a large portion of the Indian
territory within the State of New-York, but yet retaining
ample ranges of the forest for his own people. But

* Life of Brant.

t General Lafayette, who was present at the treaty of Fort Stanwix. Vide
Levasseur's account of the General’s interview with Red-Jacket, at Buffalo, in
1823.
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although the result of the negotiation was more favorable
to the Six Nations than they had any just right to expect,
it nevertheless gave great dissatisfaction to the Indians
generally ; and several years elapsed before the Senecas
became reconciled to it.

After the conclusion of the treaty, the commissioners
engaged Cornplanter to make special endeavors to pacify
his people, the Senecas and others; as a compensation
for which exertions a special grant of land was made to
him on the Alleghany river, within the State of Penn-
sylvania, on which he resided until his death. But his
people were not easily reconciled ; and they were yet
more exasperated at the conduct of Cornplanter, when,
five years afterward, at the treaty of Fort Harmar, he
gave up a still larger portion of their territory. He was
bitterly reproached for this transaction; but, as in the
treaty of Fort Stanwix, his motives were beyond im-
peachment. His life was even threatened,*—a circum-
stance to which he referred in the pathetic speech de-
livered by him to ¢ the Great Counsellor of the Thirteen
Fires,”t at Philadelphia, in 1790 :—

« Father, we will not conceal from you that the Great God,
- and not man, has preserved the Cornplanter from the hands
of his own people.”

The speech here cited is a long and moving appeal to
the Thirteen Fires, to reconsider their treaties and other
proceedings with the Indians, and especially for a redress

* Drake’s Book of the Indians. t Washington.
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of alleged grievances, connected with the purchase of a
large portion of their lands in Western New-York, by
Oliver Phelps and Nathaniel Gorham. In regard to the
treaty of Fort Stanwix, the history of which is eloquently
reviewed in the speech, the Cornplanter declares that
its concessions were yielded only to force.

“ You then told us that we were in' your hand, and that by
closing it you could crush us to nothing, and you demanded
from us a great country as the price of that peace you had
offered us—as if our want of strength had destroyed our rights.
Our chiefs had felt your power, and were unable to contend
against you, and they therefore gave up that country.” * There
were but few chiefs present, and they were ocompelled to give
it up; and it is not the Six Nations only that reproach us for
baving given up that country. The Chippewas, and all the
nations which lived on those lands westward, call to us, and
ask us—* Brothers of our fathers! Where is the place which
you have reserved for us to lie down upon ¥ What they
agreed to has bound owr nation; but your anger against us
must, by this time, be cooled, and though our strength has not
increased, nor your power become less, we ask you to consider
calmly, were the terms dictated to us by your commissioners
reasonable and just ¥"*

It is evident from the whole strain of this remarkable
speech, that Cornplanter was harassed by the murmurs
of his own people, and himself grieved at their condition.
And it will be seen in the sequel, that the crafty Sa-
go-ye-wat-ha afterward availed himself of the position
he had himself occupied at Fort Stanwix, to advance his

* Public Documents—Indian Affairs, vol. i. pp. 206, 207.
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own ambitious views at the expense of his more ingenuous
superior.* Still, it must in justice be conceded to the
orator, that the treaty of peace having been concluded,
he ever after maintained it with the most unwavering
fidelity.

The names of Oliver Phelps and Nathaniel Gorham
have been incidentally mentioned a few sentences back,
in connection with the griefs which Cornplanter was
pouring into the ears of his ¢ Great Father,” the ¢ Coun-
sellor of the Thirteen Fires;” and the name of Red-
Jacket appearing in the same connexion, a few words of
explanation seem to be required. It is well known that
in consequence of the loose and indefinite manner in
which patents had been granted by the crown, in the
earlier history of the colonies, to vast tracts and regions
of lands unknown, several difficult questions of land
titles and jurisdiction arose between New-York, Con-
necticut, Massachusetts, and Pennsylvania. In the ad-
justment of these difficulties, Connecticut became dis-
possessed of a tract in the Susquehanna country, called
¢ The Gore,” and, on the other hand, received that portion
of the State of Ohio, commonly known as ¢ New-Con-
necticut,” or ¢ The Western Reserve.” Pennsylvania
obtained a tract of land lying immediately beyond the
western boundary of New-York, and northeast of her
own, embracing the harbor of Presque Isle, upon Lake
Erie, familiarly known as ¢ The Triangle.”” This was
an important acquisition to Pennsylvania, affording the

* Life of Brant, vol. ii. p. 245.
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only passage, upon her own territory, to Lake Erie. The
difficulties between New-York and Massachusetts were
more serious, and of more difficult adjustment, by reason
of the claim of the latter to a very large portion of West-
ern New-York. Butanamicable arrangement waseffected
toward the close of 1786, by mutual concessions. Massa-
chusetts relinquished the jurisdiction which she had at-
tempted to claim, and New-York relinquished to Massa-
chusetts the pre-emptive right, (or the right of purchasing
the soil from the Indians,) to a tract of land embracing
six millions of acres, comprehending what is generally
known as ¢ the Genesee country,” and the territory be-
yond to Lake Erie and the Pennsylvania border. New-
York thus retained her sovereignty, but lost the fee of
one of the finest regions of country in the New World.
Pending the adju§nnent of these difficulties, and em-
boldened, probably, by the success which crowned the
efforts of the Green Mountaineers in robbing New-York
of the territory composing the state of Vermont, a daring -
company of speculators, residing upon the banks of the
Hudson, had attempted to grasp the entire country re-
maining to the Six Nations after the treaty of 1784, with
a view, as it was believed, of ultimately dismembering
New-York, and creating a separate state from its western
territory.* The laws of New-York, even at that early
day, prohibited the purchase of any Indian lands what-

* The gentlemen concerned in this vast project were, John Livingston, Caleb
Benton, Peter Ryckman, John Stephenson, Ezekiel Gilbert, and their associates,
of the county of Columbia, and state of New-York.
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ever, by individuals, or by companies, within the state.
But Colonel Livingston and his associates attempted to
escape the legal difficulties by an evasion. Instead of
making a purchase, they negotiated with the chiefs of the
Six Nations, in the autumn of 1787, for a. lease of their
entire terntory within the state of New-York, exclusive
of certain reservations, for and during the period of nine
hundred and ninety-nine years, at the nominal yearly rent
of two thousand Spanish milled dollars, to be paid annu-
ally on the 4th day of July. A lease of such extended
duration was equivalent to a purchase of the fee af the
land, and was so considered by the lessees, whose
object, as it was understood, was to throw a large popu-
lation as rapidly as possible into that territory, to form
the nucleus of another independent state. But the
government of the state, and the people, took the alarm.
Remonstrances were poured in upon the legislature from
Hudson, Poughkeepsie, and other towns, expressing the
surprise and anxiety with which the remonstrants had
observed the movements of the association, and pro-
testing against the application making by the latter to
obtain the sanction of their claim by the government.
George Clinton, then governor of the state, was strongly
opposed to the transaction, and called the attention of
‘the legislature specially to the subject. Finally the
hopes of the company were extinguished by the law of
March, 1788, proposed by Egbert Benson, then in the
Senate, declaring the pre-emptive right to the lands to
be vested in the state, and authorizing the strongest



OF RED-JACKET. 33

measures of force to be used by the Executive, in the
removal of all intruders from the lands.*

Before proceeding farther with these explanations,
not as foreign to the purposes of this biography as they
may seem at the present stage of the narrative, it must
be noted, and the fact should be remembered, that Red-
Jacket was a party to the transaction with Colonel
Livingston and his associates, as also was the Corn-
planter. The importance of keeping the name of Red-
Jacket in close connexion with this subject will pre-
sently appear.

Meantime, another feature in the great land operations
now under consideration must be unfolded. It has
just been seen that, in the year 1786, Massachusetts
acquired from the state of New-York the pre-emptive
right to a large tract of the Indian lands, comprehended
in the Seneca country proper. This pre-emptive title
to all the lands claimed by, or accorded to, Massachu-
setts, lying east of the Genesee river, was sold by the
legislature of that state, in the following year, to Oliver
Phelps and Nathaniel Gorham, for the sum of one million
of dollars, payable in three annual instalments. In the
next subsequent year,—that is, in the summer of 1788,—
Mr. Phelps led an expedition of colonists into the newly
purchased territory, and causing a council of the Six

® Ia order that not sven the color of injustice toward the lessees might re-
main, the legill;mm,ﬁve years afterward, made a grant to them of a district
of country, ten miles square, in the northern part of the state, and subsequently
they received grants of several large tracts in the Genesee country, from Phelps
and Gorham.

5
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Nations to be convened at Buffalo Creek, in the month
of July, succeeded in purchasing the fee of the soil, for
the small sum of five thousand dollars in hand paid,—
one half in cash, and the other in goods,—subject to
an annual rent of five hundred dollars forever. The
deed to Phelps and Gorham was dated on the 8th of
July, 1788, and bears the signature of Sha-go-yagh-
wat-ha,* or Red-Jacket. Joseph Brant was also a party
to the deed.

As the lease of their whole territory, executed the
preceding year by the Indians to Colonel Livingston
and his associates, had net yet been declared invalid by
the government of the state, the sale to Phelps and
Gorham rendered a farther arrangement with the former
parties necessary. Accordingly, in the course of the
same season, a second instrument was executed to
Colonel Livingston and his company, setting forth the
gale to Phelps and Gorham, and for that reason re-
linquishing to the former one half of the annual rent of
two thousand dollars per annum, for the period of nine
hundred and ninety-nine years. And here, again, it is
necessary to note the fact that Red-Jacket was a party
to this third document, connected with other papers and
transactions, equivalent to an entire sale of the territory
of his people within the state of New-York.

* Thus spelt by the person who wrote the name to which Red-Jacket placed
his mark.
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result of that council—Propositions for aiding the Indians in the arts and man-
ners of civilization.

IN the year 1790 the Indian relations of the United
States were in a most unhappy, if not unfavorable, con-
dition. A savage war, fierce and bloody, was raging
upon the frontier settlements of Pennsylvania and Vir-
ginia ; and the strong confederated Indian nations in-
habiting the country of the great lakes, even to the
regions beyond the Mississippi, acting under the advice
of the officers of the British Indian Department, and
encouraged in various ways by the government of
Canada, were gathering to the contest with a determi-
nation that the Ohio river should form the ultimate
boundary between the United States and the Indian
country. All the sympathies of the Senecas, who had
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never been quite satisfied with the provisions of the
treaty of Fort Stanwix, were with their brethren of the
west, as also were not a few of their warriors ; although
Cornplanter, their principal chief, remained unshaken
in his friendship for the United States. Still, the popular
feeling among his nation was rather hostile ; threatening,
in fact, open and general hostilities. Unluckily, just
at this inauspicious conjuncture, the Senecas found fresh
cause of exasperation in the murder of two of their
people by some of the white border-men of Pennsyl-
vania. The effect of this outrage had well nigh pro-
voked an immediate outbreak, but the government of
the United States lost not a moment in disavowing the
act, and in the adoption of measures to bring the mur-
derers to punishment, by the offer of a large reward for
their apprehension. A conference with the Six Nations
was also invited at Tioga Point, at which Colonel Timo-
thy Pickering, who then resided at Wyoming, was com-
missioned to attend on the part of the United States.
The council-fire was kindled on the 16th of November,
and was kept burning until the 23d. Among the nations
present, either collectively or by representation, were
the Senecas, Oneidas, Onondagas, Cayugas, a small
party of Chippewas, and also several of the Stockbridge
Indians, among whom was their veteran captain, and the
faithful friend of the United States, Hendrick Apamaut,
The Indians were in a high state of excitement on their
arrival, in regard to the outrage for the consideration of
which they had been eonvoked, and which was deeply
felt. The chiefs who took the: most active part in the
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proceedings' of this council were Red-Jacket, Farmer’s-
Brother, Little Billy, Hendrick, and Fish-Carrier, a
very old and distinguished warrior of the Cayugas.
Old Hendrick made a very eloquent and pathetic ad-
dress to the commissioner, in the shape of an appeal in
behalf of his people, reminding him of their strong and
uniform attachment to the United States during the war
of the revolution, of the hardships they underwent, and
the losses they had sustained during that war, and com-
plaining bitterly of the neglect with which they had been
treated since the peace, in consequence, as he sup-
posed, of the small number to which they had been re-
duced. In referring to their services in the field, he used
these expressions :—

“ We fought by your side,—our blood was mingled with
yours,—and the bones of our warriors still remain on the field

of battle, as so many monuments of our attachment to the
United States.”*

Complanter was not present at this council, and the
principal speaker was Red-Jacket, whose efforts pro-
duced a deep effect upon his people. Still, by a wise
and well-adapted speech, Colonel Pickering succeeded
in allaying the excitement of the Indians,—dried their
tears, and wiped out the blood that had been shed.

But no sooner had that important business been dis-
posed of than Red-Jacket introduced the subject of
their lands, and the purchase of Phelps and Gorham.

® The Stoehbﬁdgclndiml-mﬁladwrymnlyinthqb.nleofm Plaine.
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In a set speech to Colonel Pickering he inveighed
against the procedure, (although, as has been seen, he
had himself been a party to it,) and declared that the
Indians had been defrauded. It was not, he said, a sale
which they had contemplated, or which they had
stipulated to make to those gentlemen, but only a lease ;
and the consideration, he declared, was to have been
ten thousand dollars, together with an annual rent of one
thousand dollars, instead of five thousand dollars and a
rent of five hundred, which only had been paid to them.
He declared that after the bargain was concluded in
counclil at Buffalo Creek, the Rev. Mr. Kirkland,* Colo-
nel John Butler,t and Captain Brant, were designated by
the Indians to draw up the papers. The Indians sup-
posed all to have been done correctly until the year
following, when they went to Canandaigua to receive
their pay. Expecting to receive ten thousand dollars,
they were told that five thousand only was their due.

“ When we took the money and shared it, we had but about
a dollar a piece.” * Mr. Street!”} said the chief| “ you very
well know that all that our lands came to was but the price of
a few hogsheads of tobacco.” ¢ Gentlemen who stand by,”

(addressing the gentlemen in attendance with Colonel Pick-
ering,) “ do not think hard of what has been said. At the time
of the treaty, twenty brooches would not buy half a loaf of

* The celebrated missionary to the Indians.

t Of the British Indian Department—the invader of Wyoming, then residing
at Niagars.

$ A gentleman then connected with the Indian Department, who was present
at the treaty with Phelps and Gorham, and who was now with Col. Pickering.
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bread, so that, when we returned home, there was not a single
spot of silver about us. Mr. Phelps did not purchase, but he
leased the land. We opened our ears, and understood that
the land was leased. This happened to us from our not know-

ing papers.”

The speech under immediate consideration, is the earli-
est of Sa-go-ye-wat-ha’s forensic efforts of which there
18 any written memorial, nor does it promise much either
for the eloquence, genius, or talent of the orator. On the
contrary, it is remarkable for its tameness, rather than
for spirit or mental power,—sinking indeed below the
dead level of mediocrity. But aside from the fact that
his theme, for the most part, was not inspiring,—it being
chiefly a dry recapitulation of business transactions,—
there is reason to believe that great injustice was done
him by the interpreter. A gentleman, now venerable in
years, who was present at the treaty,® asserts that both
in matter and manner, Red-Jacket, during the sittings
of the council, spoke with extraordinary eloquence and
power. Much depends upon the interpreter in the pre-
servation of Indian eloquence. If he be a dull and
prosaic man, without genius himself, and incapable of
appreciating the glowing thoughts, the burning words,
and the brilliant metz'a,phors of his principal, the most
eloquent and stirring passages,—evidently such from

the impassioned manner of their delivery, and their
kindling effect upon those understanding the language to

* Thomas Morris, Esq., who has favored the author with his written recollec-
tions of that council.
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whom they are addressed,—will fall from the interpre-
ter’s lips as insipid as it is possible to render language
by the process of dilution.* Hence, from the acknow-
ledged genius of Red-Jacket, and the known powers of
his eloquence upon his auditors, this speech to Colonel
Pickering is to be received rather as a poor paraphrase
by a bad interpreter, than as the speech of the orator
himself. The following is the best passage it contains.
After recapitulating his own statement of the negotiation
with Phelps and Gorham, and asserting the anxiety of

his people to appeal to Congress for a redress of their
grievances in this transaction, the orator proceeded :—

“ Now, BroTHERS, the THIRTEEN STATES, you must open
your ears. You know what has happened respecting our lands.
You told us, from this time the chain of friendship should be
brightened. Now, brothers, we have begun to brighten the
chain, and we will follow the footsteps of our forefathers. We
will take those steps, that we may sit easy and choose where
and how large our seats should be. The reason we send this
message is, that the President, who is over all the Thirteen
States, may make our seats easy. We do it that the chain of
friendship may be brightened with the Thirteen States, as well
as with the British; that we may pass from one to the other

* ¢ ] have heard an old Indian Sechem spesk with much vivacity and eloce-
tion, so that the speaker pleased and moved his audience with the manner of
delivering his discourse, which, however, as it afterwards came from the interpre-
ter, disappointed us in our expectations. After the speaker had employed a con-
siderable time in haranguing with much elocution, the interpreter often explained
the whole by one single sentence. I believe the speaker, in that time, embellished
and advanced his figures, that they might have their full force on their imagina-
tion, while the interpreter contented himself with the sense, in as few words as
it could be expressed.”’—Colden's Siz Nations.
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unmolested. 'We wish to be under the protection of the Thir-
teen States as well as of the British.”

During the .progress of the negotiations with Colonel
Pickering at this council, an episode was enacted, of
which some account may be excused in this place, as
an illustration of Indian character and manners. It was
in this year, (1790,) that Robert Morris, of Philadel-
phia,—the great financier of the revolution,—purchased
from the state of Massachusetts the pre-emptive right
to that portion of her territory in Western New-York,
that had not been sold to Phelps and Gorham, viz: the
entire tract bounded on the north by Lake Ontario, on
the south by the Pennsylvania line, on the east by the
Genesee river, and on the west by the Niagara. Pre-
paratory to the negotiations which Mr. Morris well knew
he should be obliged to hold with the Indians, and for
the general management of his concerns in that country,
his son Thomas had taken up his residence at Canan-
daigua, and was diligently cultivating an acquaintance
with the Indians. In this he was successful, and he
soon became popular among them. He was in attend-
ance with Colonel Pickering at Tioga Point, where the
Indians determined to adopt him into the Seneca nation,
and Red-Jacket bestowed upon him the name he him-
self had berne previous to his elevation to the dignity of
a Bachem,—Otetiani—* Always Ready.” The occasion
of which they availed themselves to perform the cere-
mony of conferring upon young Morris his new name,
was a religious observance, when the whole sixteen

6
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hundred Indians present at the treaty, united in an
offering to the moon, then being at her full. The
ceremonies were performed in the evening. It was a
clear night, and the moon shone with upcommon bril-
liancy. The host of Indians, and their neophyte, were
all seated upon the ground in an extended circle, on one
side of which a large fire was kept burning. The aged
Cayuga chieftain, Fish-Carrier, who was held in exalted
veneration for his wisdom, and who had been greatly
distinguished for his bravery from his youth up, officia-
ted as the high priest of the occasion,—making a long
speech to the luminary, occasionally throwing tobacco
into the fire as incense. On the conclusion of the ad-
dress, the whole assembly prostrated themselves upon
the bosom of their parent earth, and a grunting sound of
approbation was uttered from mouth to mouth around
the entire circle. At a short distance from the fire a
post had been planted in the earth ; intended to repre-
sent the stake of torture to which captives are bound for
execution. After the ceremonies in favor of Madame
Luna had been ended, they commenced a war-dance
around the post, and the spectacle must have been as pic-
turesque as it was animating and wild. The young braves
engaged in the dance were naked excepting the breech-
clout about their loins. They were painted frightfully,
their backs being chalked white, with irregular streaks of
red, denoting the streaming of blood. Frequently would
they cease from dancing while one of their number ran
to the fire, snatching thence a blazing stick, placed there
for that purpose, which he would thrust at the post, a8
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though inflicting torture upon a prisoner. In the course
of the dance they sang their songs, and made the forests
ring with their wild screams and shouts, as they boasted
of their deeds of war and ‘told the number of scalps
they had respectively taken, or which had been taken by
their nation. During the dance those engaged in it, as
did others also, partook freely of unmixed rum, and by
consequence of the natural excitement of the occasion,
and the artificial excitement of the liquor, the festival
had well nigh turned out a tragedy. It happened that
among the dancers was an Oneida warrior, who, in
striking the post, boasted of the number of scalps taken
by his nation during the war of the revolution. Now
the Oneidas, it will be recollected, had sustained the
cause of the colonies in that contest, while the rest of
the Iroquois confederacy had espoused that of the
crown. The boasting of the Oneida warrior, therefore,
was like striking a spark into a keg of gunpowder.
The 1re of the Senecas was kindled in an instant, and
they in turn boasted of the number of scalps taken by
them from the Oneidas in that contest. They moreover
taunted the Oneidas as cowards. Quick as lightnming
the hands of the latter were upon their weapons, and in
turn the knives and tomahawks of the Senecas began to
glitter in the moon-beams, as they were hastily drawn
forth. For an instant it was a scene of anxious and
almost breathless suspense, a death struggle seeming
inevitable, whén the storm was hushed by the interposi-
tion of old Fish-Carrier, who rushed forward, and strik-
ing the post with violence, exclaimed :—
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“ You are all of you a parcel of boys: When you have at-.
tained my age, and performed the warlike deeds that I bave

performed, you may boast what you have done: not dll
then!”

Saying which he threw down the post, put an end
to the dance, and caused the assembly to retire.* This
scene, in its reality, must have been one of absorbing and
peculiar interest. An assembly of nearly two thousand
inhabitants of the forest, grotesquely clad in skins and
strouds, with shining ornaments of silver, and their coarse
raven hair falling over their shoulders, and playing
wildly in the wind as it swept past, sighing mournfully
among the giant branches of the trees above,—such a
group, gathered in a broad circle in an ‘ opening” of the
wilderness, the starry canopy of heaven glittering above
them, the moon casting her silver mantle around their
dusky forms,—and a large fire blazing in the midst of
them,—before which they were working their spells, and
performing their sayage rites,—must have presented a
spectacle of long and vivid remembrance.

In December of the same year, a deputation of the
Senecas, consisting of the Cornplanter, Half-Town and
Great Tree, visited Philadelphia, then the seat of the
federal government, for the purpose of again remon-
strating against the hardship of the treaty of Fort Stan-
wix, and of reclaiming, if possible, a portion of the terri-

* MS. recollections of Thomas Morris. Mr. M. was knownamong the Indians
by the name conferred upon him on this occasion, for many years. After his
masriage, his wifo was called by them Otetiani squaw, and his children, Otetiani
pappooses.
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tory ceded away by that treaty. It was on the occasion
of that visit that Cornplanter delivered the speech to
General Washington, then President of the United
States, cited in the preceding chapter.* They wished,
in particular, to obtain a restoration of the territory,
bordering upon Pennsylvania, then occupied by Half-
Town and his people, who were, and had been from
the first, dissatisfied with the treaty.

In the course of his appeal, speaking in reference to
Half-Town’s clan, Cornplanter exclaimed with moving
earnestness i—

“ They grew out of that land, ard their fathers grew out of
it, and they cannot be persuaded to part with it. It ¢s a very
kittle piece. We therefore entreat you to restore to us this
little piece of land.”

The appeal is as simple and touching as that of Lot
to be allowed to flee into Zoar. * Is ¢ not a lttle city 2
But such has not been the course of events. Vain are
the appeals of Indians to the pale faces, for a restora-
tion of territory,—no matter how it may have been ac-
quired. Yet, in the case under consideration, the In-

dians had less cause of complaint than usual, since the
treaty of Fort Stanwix could not justly have been

deemed oppressive.

But the provisions of the Fort Stanwix treaty did not
constitute the entire burden of Cornplanter’s remon-
strances. He, too, complained of the conduct of Phelps

* 8ee the entire speech in the sketch of Complanter’s life, toward the close of
the volume.
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and Gorham, imputing the same frauds that had been
charged by Red-Jacket,—and adding that Street was
to receive from Phelps a grant of land ten miles square,
for his agency in the deception practised upon the In-
dians. This feature in the conduct of Cornplanter, con-
sidering the general fairness and integrity of his cha-
racter, as exhibited in his intercourse with the whites
subsequent to the revolutionary war, is not of easy ex-
plication. He, like Red-Jacket, had been a party to the
sale of territory to Phelps and Gorham ; and when the
subject was afterward brought before Congress, the re-
port of Mr. Butler, from the Committee of Indian Affairs,
gupplied the most ample testimony, from gentlemen of
irreproachable veracity, that the said purchase had been
made in the most fair and honorable manner, and that
the papers had been thoroughly and truly explained to
the Indians, by whom the terms were perfectly under-
stood. The charges of fraud, therefore, first publicly
made by Red-Jacket in his speech to Colonel Pickering,
and afterward repeated, as has been seen, by Cormn-
planter, fell to the ground. But how came these
chiefs,—the Cornplanter being the head of his nation,—
to prefer the charges? May it not have been that Red-
Jacket was even then plotting to supplant his principal
in the affections of his people, by inducing them to be-
lieve that he was more their friend, and a better patriot,
than his rival? And may not the latter have taken up
the false charge, and repeated it to General Washington,
for the purpose only of sustaining himself, and circum-~



OF RED-JACKET. 47

venting the crafty demagogue, whose machinations were
ultimately but too successful ?

The bearing of Washington toward these sons of the
forest was such as to allay the unpleasant feelings
under which they arnived in Philadelphia, and to send
them away in good humor. Nay, the Cornplanter was
engaged to accompany Colonel Proctor on a friendly
mission to the country of the Miamis, for the purpose of
bringing the hostile Indians to reasonable terms of
peace. This mission was not undertaken until the fol-
lowing spring, when Colonel Proctor proceeded into the
Seneca country, to join Cornplanter. Meeting with him
at his own town, situated upon Oil Creek, one of the
upper tributaries of the Alleghany river, it was found
necessary to convoke a grand council of the Six Nations -
at Buffalo Creek, before they could safely proceed to the
country of the hostile nations. The fact was, that the
repulse of General Harmar’s expedition in the preceding
autumn had greatly emboldened the hostile Indians,
with whose cause those four of the Six Nations which had
been engaged in the war of the revolution on the side of
the crown, especially the Senecas, strongly sympathized.
Numbers of their young warriors, disregarding the re-
straints, feeble at best, of their own principal chiefs,
were in the ranks of the enemy, and it was only with
the greatest difficulty, during the whole of that border
conflict, that the greater part of the Six Nations were
kept from joining their brethren. Just about this time,
also, the Senecas had again been exasperated by the
murder of several of their people, who had given no
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offence, by some of the Pennsylvania borderers living at
Big Beaver Creek, in the neighborhood of Pittsburgh.
Hence Cornplanter and Colonel Proctor were obliged to
proceed with the utmost circumspection; and a grand
council at Buffalo being demanded before the nations
would allow Cornplanter to proceed to the west, the
measure was acquiesced in, though attended by great in-
convenience, and necessarily causing a long delay.

It has been necessary to glance at this mission of
Colonel Proctor and the Cornplanter, for the reason that
the leading personage of the present memoir, Red-
Jacket, figured conspicuously in the council at Buffalo
Creek, at which place Cornplanter'and Colonel Proctor
arrived on the 27th of April, 1791. The council-fire
had been burning several days, in anticipation of their
presence, and many of the principal chiefs were already
there,—among whom were Farmer’s-Brother, Young-
King and Red-Jacket,—the former two being dressed
in the uniforms of British colonels. Red-Jacket was a
much younger chief than the others, but had now, it was
evident, become a man of consideration. Colonel Proc-
tor, in his diary,* mentions him as ¢ the great speaker
and prince of the Turtle tribe.”t The Colonel was
received with unusual ceremony. The Indians had
mounted a two-pounder upon logs at the porch of the
council-house, heavily loaded, which they discharged en
the approach of their guests, but to the no small peril of
all who were near, since the explosion up-threw the gun

*® Vide Proctor’s Journal, Indian State Papers, vol. i. p. 155.
t AnErroe. Red-Jucket was of the Wolf tribe.
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from its position, and sadly deranged its fixtures. Red-
Jacket, or, as his people were then accustomed to call
him, ¢the Young Prince of the Wolf Tribe,” had been
designated by the council to receive the Colonel and
Cornplanter, and as they entered the council-house, the
orator rose and welcomed the former in the following

speech :—

“ BroTHER : Listen! It is usual for us to speak; and to
you we do it as to a brother that has been absent a long time.
Now we all speak to you, and to our Head Warrior that left
us last fall :=—and we thank the Great Spirit for his and your
pafe arrival here, as you are together, hand in hand, from Ho-
nandaganius,* upon great business.

‘“ You have travelled long, with tears in your eyes, upon ac-
count of the bad roads, and bad season of the year. Besides
the disturbances between the bad Indians and our brothers the
white people, every thing has been trying to prevent your
coming, and to stop your business, and make you lose your
way.

“ Thus the big waters might have stopped your coming;
and the wars might have stopped you; and sickness might
have stopped you ; for we cannot know what is to happen un-
til it comes upon us. So, therefore, we thank the Great Spirit
who has preserved you from such dangers that might have
hindered us from hearing of the good news which you and
our head warrior have opened to us. But how could it be
that any thing bad could have happened to you, while you
bave such important business to transact, as we understand
you have come on ?

“ You must now wipe away those tears occasioned by all the
great dangers you have come through. And now we set you
upon a seat where you can sit up straight,—and a seat where
you are secure from the fears of your enemies ;—where you

* Genera! Waskitngton.
e


























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































