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PREFACE.

It is with considerable diffidence that I venture.to
submit the following narrative to the reader. The
opinions of friends, and a desire on my part to com-
municate the little information that opportunities
may have enabled me to acquire, with regard to a
country and city so little known as Assyria and
Nineveh, have alone induced me to undertake a work
of this nature under the united disadvantages of in-
capacity, literary inexperience, ill-health, and a very
short residence in England. When I add that I
~have at the same time been engaged in preparing for
the press an illustrated work on the monuments of
Nineveh, and in superintending the publication, for
the Trustees of the British Museum, of the Cunei-
form inseriptions brought by me from Assyria, occu-

pations which have demanded considerable time an‘d', e
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cai’e, I may perhaps appeal with more confidence to
‘the kind indulgence of my readers, and particularly

of those who are far more competent than myself to

enter into the enquiries I have ventured to add to my
personal narrative.

A general dissertation, such as that contained in
the second volume, requires a very extensive ac-
- quaintance with those ancient and modern authors
who have written or casually touched upon similar
subjects. The necessity of a residence in the coun-
try, and the consequent absence of books, have pre-

vented me from consulting’ many works which might

have afforded valuable information, and have ren-
dered difficult the verification of quotations obtained,
in many instances, during hurried visits to London.
‘With more time and opportunities at my command,
this dissertation might have been rendered more
entertaining and useful. I should not have added it
“to the narrative, had I not felt that there were many
observations which could only have occurred to one

engaged, like myself, in a very close examination of

~the ruins of Assyria, and which, rlght or wrong, should
be. recorded, if recorded at all, whilst still fresh in my

~ memory. I may perhaps venture to hope that, al-
though these general remarks may be of little value,
they will at least afford some assistance to others Who
may engage in similar enquiries.

- Being anxious to avoid entering upon debateable
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subjects, it was originally my intention to state merely
the results of my researches; but, as I proceeded
with my work, I found it mecessary to touch upon
topics connected with Assyrian history and chrono-
logy. This was almost indispensable, in order to give
the reader an idea of the extent of the discoveries
and of the arguments they furnish. The opinions,
however, which T have ventured to offer must be
considered rather in the light of suggestions. Many
things that have appeared to me to be facts may re-

~ quire further proof before they can be generally ad-

mitted. An examination of the ruins of Assyria still

ﬁnexplored, and a fuller acquaintance with the monu-

ments and inscriptions already discovered, are required

to enable us to arrive at satisfactory results in an
enquiry such as I have entered into. Still it appears

to me that we have already sufficient data to warrant

the attempt. These words of caution are mnecessary,

and I trust the reader will acquit me of any wish to

mislead him, or to make more of my subJect than it

deserves.

With regard to my personal narmtwe, Im&y‘owe« *
an apology to the reader for introducing subjects not
included in the title of my work, for ad&ing nar-
ratives of my visits to the Tiyari and Yezidis, and a
dissertation upon the Chaldezans of Kurdistan. I
have thought that it might not be umntéres ;
ketches of manners and ¢
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as would convey a knowledge of the condition and
history of the present inhabitants of the country, par-
ticularly of those who, there is good reason to presume,
‘are descendants of the ancient Assyrians. They are,
indeed, as much the remains of Nineveh, and As-
syria, as are the rude heaps and ruined palaces.
A comparison between the dwellers in the land as
they now are, and as the momiments of their an-
cestors lead us to believe they once were, will not
perhaps be without useful results. It may give rise
to serious reflection, and may even prove an instruc-
tive lesson.
I must prepare the reader for such inaccuracies and
defects in my narrative, as may arise from haste and
- inexperience. I have preferred sketches conveying
a general idea of my operations and adventures to
mere dry details, and a continuous relation of inci-
dents which mwht have lead me into frequent repe-

~ titions.

In spelling Eastern names T have followed no uni-
- form system-—having endeavoured to write them in
“the best way I could, to convey the mode of their
pronunciation by the people of the country. This,
I am aware, is contrary to the plan now generally
adopted ; but I have not had time to reduce the
oriental Words, in various Ianguages, to one standard.

I have introduced into these volumes as many
,1llustrat10ns of the sculptures and. monuments as I
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conveniently could. More careful and elaborate
engravings of the bas-reliefs and objects discovered
will be published separately in a larger work on the
Monuments of Nineveh *, which may, therefore, be
considered illustrative of these volumes.

It is a pleasing duty to acknowledge‘ kindness aud
assistance in such labours as these, and it is with
gratitude that I admit the great obligation under
which I am to Mr. Birch of the British Museum,
for much valuable information and many important
suggestions, the source of which, when used, I have
not always acknowledged. To Mr. Hawkins and the
other officers of the British Museum, whom I have
had occasion to consult, I also have to express my
thanks for uniform kindness and courtesy. From
Mr. George Scharf, jun., I have received great assist-
ance. The plates and woodcuts have been chiefly
executed, from my sketches, by him, or under his
superintendence ; and the reader will no doubt per-
ceive how much my work is indebted to bim. To
others I would express my grateful obligations ;
although I am restricted from making any other al-
lusion to the aid I have received from them.

"To the Chairman and honourable Court of Dlrec-ﬂ’

| tors of the East India Company, through whose en- -

Ilghtened mumﬁcence T am mamly enabled to pubhsh
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my drawings of the bas-reliefs discovered at Nineveh,
I must take this opportunity of expressing that grati-
tude which many, who have been engaged in similar
undertakings, have had reason to feel as strongly as
myself. In recording a liberality, unfortunately so
rare, I become an additional witness to the noble
support they have ever rendered to literature and
science.

It is to be regretted that proper steps have not

been taken for the transport to England of the

sculptures discovered at Nineveh. Those which have
already reached this country, and, it is to be feared,
those which are now on their way, have consequently
suffered unnecessary injury. The great winged bull
and lion, which, I had hoped, would have speedily
- formed an important portion of the national collection,
are still lying at Busrah ; and there is little prospect,
at present, of their being brought to this country.

Surely British ingenuity and resources cannot, as is -

pretended, be unable to remove objects which have
already, with very inadequate means, been transported
nearly a thousand miles. The cases containing the

small - objects, recently deposited in the ~British -

Museum, were not only opened without authom’cy at
Bombay, but then' contents exhibited, without proper
precautions, to the public. It is remarkable that
several of the most valuable (indeed #he most valu-

" -able) specimens are migsing ; and the whole collection

T e g
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was so carelessly repacked that it has sustained very
material injury. Were these Assyrian relics, how-
ever valuable, such as could be again obtained, either
by ingenuity or labour, their loss might not perhaps
be so seriously lamented ; but if once destroyed, they
can never be restored ; and it must be remembered
that they are almost the only remains of a great city
and of a great nation.

Cheltenham,
October, 1848.







INTRODUCHLION.

Brrore. submitting the followi-yignarmtive of my .
labours in Assyria to the reader itmay mot be un-
interesting to give a slight sketc®h of what had been

done in the field of Assyrian antquties, previous to

the recent discoveries on the site of Ninereh.

The history of Assyria had becen written by Hero-
dotus and Ctesiss. Unfortunatesly,the work of the
former, who was so scrupulous i recocding facts
and traditions, has been entirel~s lst. INot a frag-
ment of it hag been preserved by= those who, it may
be presumed, might have made g of it;, and who
quote largely from him on sim lw subjects. This
fact has led modern critics to d ot whether Hero-
dotus did really write an Assyriean history, although
Aristotle mentions having seen it*; or whether he
merely alludes to a projected wdertsking. Did

# Hist. Anim. 1. vil ¢. 18. I am inde Dt to & reviewer in the
Quarterly (No. clxvii.p. 188) for the followving note ory this passage :
“ Aristotle merely mentions & fact in natuml hlstory of wlich a éertain
author was ignorant ; for that author, in hi = weount of the takingof
Nineveh, descrxbes an esgle drinking. But tkaemme of that author, in
the best MSS., is °Howdos, which resding is¢ mehined by Bekker; and
however it may seem more probable that E=Taudotus should have de-
seribed the taking of Nineveh than Hesiod, yei, even if so, there is
nothing to show that Aristotle did not cite fi~on eIy, 0F COPY from:

~some athe;c lass accurate writer.. The two PSS in Herodotus, ‘when ‘
he speaks of his ‘Aoadpo Abyor and his Erepoa dyn (L ¢- 106, 184.); by no
means show that he ever fulfilled his intentiorm, ifhe had such intenti
of writing a separat Assyrlan ‘history.” ‘
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such a work exist, there is little doubt that we should
possess a very complete history of Assyria, as Hero-
dotus considered the subject of sufficient interest and
importance to demand a separate treatise. This de-
sign of writing a distinct account of the Assyrians
has unfortunately led him to omit all mention of that
nation in his great work ; we might otherwise have
dervied much information from casual notices, simi-
lar to those which he has introduced respecting the
Egyptians and other remarkable nations of antiquity.
Almost the only allusion he makes to -an event in
_Assyrian history —the sudden spread of the Assy-
rian power over Asia—apparently involves an as-
sertion in direct contradiction to all that we find
elsewhere recorded of the antiquity and origin of the
Asgyrian empire. :

Of the history of Ctesias only a few fragments
have bten preserved, chiefly in the works of Diodorus
Siculus and Photius. He was a native of Cnidus,
who, either as a prisoner or a traveller, found him-
self at the Persian capital. Being skilled in medi-
cine, he was taken into favour by the king, and
remained seventeen years at his court, where he was
treated with great distinction. During his residence
in Persia he was able to consult the public archives,
and he compiled from them a history of the Per-
sians, and of their predecessors in the empire of
Asia* He also wrote an account of India and its
productions ; the absurd exaggerations and fables
which it contains have caused all his other works

* Diod. Sicul. L xi,.
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to be viewed with suspicion. He is likewise accused

of being lead, by extreme jealousy of Herodotus, into

direct mis-statements, that he may contradict that

- historian. Aristotle, more than once, declares him

to be unworthy of credit *; and modern critics have
generally agreed to reject altogether, or to receive
with great reserve, all his assertions. Yet Diodorus
Siculus, and several ancient authors, appear to have
followed and trusted him; and it may be observed,
that whilst mere travellers’ tales and vulgar traditions
were probably the only sources of his Indian marvels,
written records and monuments may have furnished
him with well-authenticated historical facts, to assist
him in compiling the history of the country in which
he resided, and of which he had a personal knowledge.

Unfortunately, of his history very little remains, ex-

cept the names of kings. Much relating to Assyria
contained in the works of others was, however, un-
doubtedly copied from him. :

Of later writers who have touched upon Assy-

rian history, Diodorus Siculus, a mere compiler, is the

principal. Eusebius, and the Armenian historians,
such as Moses of Chorene, have preserved a few
valuable details and hints ; they also obtained their
information from elsewhere, but in some instances
from original sources not altogether devoid of au-

thenticity. Many other authors could be cited, who

have casually in their works alluded to events in
Assyrian history, or have introduced brief notices

* De Generat. Animal. L ii. c. 2., and Hist. Anim. . viii.je. 1. 8

S VOL. 1. ERREE P
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concerning the Assyrian empire; but any particular
account of them, or an analysis of the information
they afford, would only weary the reader.® It is
remarkable, that none of the authors alluded to, do
more than mention by name any of the Assyrian
kings, with the exception of the three great mon-
archs, Ninus, Semiramis, and Sardanapalus, whom
traditions have made celebrated, and whose deeds,
like those of all prominent characters in an epoch
before sober history commenced, have been invested
“with superhuman features, or have been mixed up
with fables. Yet above thirty generations elapsed
between Ninus and Sardanapalus, during which a
whole line of kings occupied the Assyrian throne, and
maintained the power of the empire. Their names
have been handed down to us in genealogical series
by Eusebius, the Syncellus, and othersf; but the
lists themselves are more than doubtful, and are ge-
nerally believed to furnish sufficient evidence against
their own authenticity. '
With regard to Ninus and Semiramis, I need only
here mention that, like all heroes of primitive history
and early tradition, their names appear to have be-
come conventional— all great deeds and mnational
events being assigned to them. Originally historic
characters, they have been to some extent invested
with divine attributes, and have been mixed up with

7. #* I may mention Bewsus, Abydenus, Strabo, Nicolaus of Damascus,
Castor, Polyhxstor, Justin, Suidas, and the Syncellus.

T Abydenus gives a list of kmmx differing from those of Euseblus and
the Syncellus. . ‘
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the theology of the race of which they were the first
monarchs. This leads to a well-known result—the
herc-worship of ancient nations. Still, in admitting
this fact, we must guard against rejecting traditions,
simply because they are connected with these names.
Many have a foundation, and were probably derived
from events which actually took place. Itis the pro-
vince of the critical inquirer to separate the mythic
from that which comes within the legitimate bounds
of history ; to trace the origin of fables, and to draw
rational conclusions from them.

The Assyrians are not particularly alluded to in
Holy Writ, until the period when their warlike expe-
ditions to the west of the Euphrates, brought them

. into contact with the Jews. The first king whose

name is recorded was Pul, who reigned between eight

" and nine hundred years before the Christian wmra ;

and about two hundred previous to the fall of the em-
pire ; consequently he must have been nearly the last
of a long succession of kings who, it is generally
admitted, had ruled over the greater part of Asia.
The later monarchs are more frequently mentioned in
the Bible; as their conquests over the Jews, whom
they led captive into Assyria, bring them continually
under mnotice. But except when they particularly
concern the Jewish people, very little is related of the
deeds of even these monarchs. , :

Of modern historians who have attempted to re
concile the discrepancies of Assyrian chronology, zmd
to restore to some extent, from the fragments to X

& 82"
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empire, I scarcely know ‘whom to point out. From
such contradictory materials, it is not surprising that
each writer should have formed a system of his own;
and we may, without incurring the charge of scepti-
cism, treat all their efforts as little better than in-
genious speculations. In the date alone to be assigned
to the commencement of the Assyrian empire, they
~ differ nearly a thousand years; and even when they
" treat of events which approach the epoch of au-
~ thentic history,—such as the death of Sardanapalus,
the invasion of the Medes, and the fall of the empire,
—_there is nearly the same comparative discrepancy.
‘The Bactrian and Indian expeditions of Ninus, the
wonderful works of Semiramis, and the effeminacy
of Sardanapalus, have been described over and over
again, and form the standard ingredients of the Assy=
rian history of modern authors. The narratives framed
pon them convey useful lessons, and are, moreover,
ull of romantic events to excite the imagination. As
such they have been repeated, with a warning that
heir authenticity rests upon a slender basis, and that
it is doubtful whether they are to be regarded as
history, or to be classed amongst fables. Although
e names of Nineveh and Assyria have been familiar
us from childhood, and are connected with our
arliest impressions derived from the Inspired Writ-
ngs, it is only when we ask ourselves what we really
now concerning them, that we discover our ignorance
£ all that relates to their history, and even to their
ographical position. - ,
Tt is indeed one of the most remarkable facts in
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history, that the records of an empire, so renowned
for its power and civilisation, should have been en-
tirely lost; and that the site of a city as eminent for
its extent as its splendour, should for ages have been
a matter of doubt : it is not perhaps less curious that
an accidental discovery should suddenly lead us to
hope that these records may be recovered, and this
site satisfactorily identified.

The ruins in Assyria and Babylonia, chiefly huge
mounds, apparently of mere earth and rubbish, had
long excited curiosity from their size and evident
antiquity. They were the only remains of an un-
known period, — of a period antecedent to the Mace-
donian conquest. Consequently they alone could
be identified with Nineveh and Babylon, and could
afford a clue to the site and nature of those cities.
There is, at the same time, a vague mystery attach-
ing to remains like these, which induces travellers
to examine them with more than ordinary interest,
and even with some degree of awe. A great vitrified
mass of brick-work, surrounded by the accumulated
rubbish of ages, was believed to represent the identi-
cal tower, which called down the divine vengeance,
and was overthrown, according to an universal tra.
dition, by the fires of heaven. T’he ‘mystery and
dread, which attached to the place, were kept up by
exaggerated accounts of wild beasts, who haunted the -
subterraneous passages, and of the no less savage tribes
who wandered amongst the ruins. = Other mounds in
the vicinity were identified with the hanging gar-
dens, and those marvellous structures which tradit

‘ a3 SRR
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has attributed to two queens, Semiramis and Nitocris.
The difficulty of reaching the site of these remains,
increased the curiosity and interest with which they
were regarded; and a fragment from Babylon was
esteemed a precious relic, not altogether devoid of a
sacred character. The ruins which might be pre-
sumed to occupy the site of the Assyrian capital
were even less known, and less visited than those in
Babylonia. Several travellers had noticed the great
mounds of earth opposite the modern city of Mosul,
and when the inhabitants of the neighbourhood
pointed out the tomb of Jonah upon the summit of
one of them, it was, of course, natural to conclude at
once, that it marked the site of the great Nineveh. *
Macdonald Kinneir, no mean antiquarian and geo-
grapher, who examined these mounds, was inclined to
believe that they marked the site of a Roman camp
of the time of Hadrian; and yet a very superficial
knowledge of the ruins of Babylonia would have
shown at once that they were of a very different
period. ;

The first to engage in a serious exarmnatmn of the
ruins within the limits of ancient Assyria was Mr.
Rich, many years the political Resident of the East

* Tt need scarcely be observed, that the tradition placing the tomb of
Jonah amongst the ruins oppesite Mosul, is not authenticated by any
passage in the Scriptures: It is now received by Christians and Mussul-
mans, and probably originated in the spothaving been once occupied by
a Christian church or convent; dedicated to the prophet. The building,

which is supposed to cover the tomb, is very much venerated, and only

Mobammedans are allowed to enter it. The Jews, in the time of St.

Jerome, pointed out the sepulehre of Jonah at Gath-hepher, in the tribe
of Zabulon,
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India Company at Baghdad,—a man, whom enter-
prise, industry, extensive and varied learning, and
rare influence over the inhabitants of the country,
acquired as much by character as position, eminently
qualified for such a task. The remains near Hillah,
being in the immediate vicinity of Baghdad, first at-
tracted his attention ; and he commenced his labours
by carefully examining the nature and extent of the
site they occupied, and by opening trenches into the
various mounds. The results of his examinaticn
and researches, with an able dissertation on the topo-
graphy of ancient Babylon, and the position of its
principal buildings, appeared at Vienna, in an oriental
literary journal called the *“Mines de I’Orient.” This
memoir was translated and published in England,
and was followed by a second memoir, called forth by
some remarks in the “ Archaologia,” by Major Ren-
nell. The two have recently been republished in a
work containing a narrative of a journey to Babylon,
edited by his widow.

It is unnecessary here to enter into a detailed ac-
count of Mr. Rich’s discoveries amongst the ruins of
Babylon. They were of considerable interest, though,
of course, in results far behind what accident has
recently furnished. They consisted chiefly of frag-
ments of inscriptions, bricks, engraved stones, and a
coffin of wood ; but the careful account ‘which he
drew up of the site of the ruins was of greater value,
and has formed the ground-work of all subsequent
inquiries into the topography of Babylon. £

In the year 1820 Me. Rmh, ha,vmg been lilduce to
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visit Kurdistan for the benefit of his health, returned
to Baghdad by way of Mosul. Remaining some days
in this city, his curiosity was naturally excited by the
great mounds on the opposite bank of the river, and
he entered upon an examination of them. He learnt
from the inhabitants of Mosul that, some time previous
to his visit, a sculpture, representing various forms of
men and animals, had been dug up in a mound forming
part of the great enclosure. This strange object had
been the cause of general wonder, and the whole
population had issued from the walls to gaze upon it.
The ulema having at length pronounced that these
figures were the idols of the infidels, the Mohammed-
ans, like obedient disciples, so completely destroyed
them, that Mr. Rich was unable to obtain even a frag-
ment.

His first step was to visit the village containing the
tomb of Jonah, built upon the summit of one of the
principal mounds. In the houses he met with a few
stones bearing inscriptions, which had probably been
~ discovered in digging the foundations ; and under the
mosque containing the tomb he was shown three very
narrow and apparently ancient passages, one within®
‘the other, with several doors or apertures.

He next examined the largest mound of the group,
called Kouyunjik by the Turks, and Armousheeah by
the Arabs. He only found amongst the rubbish a

tew fragments of pottery, bricks with cuneiform cha-

racters, and some remains of building in  the ra-

vines. Ile ascertained that the circumference was

7690 fect. On a subsequent occasion he made a

L -

s e Ny



INTRODUCTION. XXV

careful survey of the site of all the ruins, which is
published in the collection of his journals, edited by
his widow. '

With the exception of a small stone chair and a
few remains of inscriptions, Mr. Rich obtained no
other Assyrian relics from the ruins on the site of
Nineveh ; and he left Mosul, little suspecting that in
these mounds were buried the palaces of the As-
syrian kings. As he floated down the Tigris to
Baghdad, he landed at Nimroud, and examined the
great mound. He was struck by its evident antiquity, -
and learnt the tales of the inhabitants of the neigh-
bouring villages connecting the ruins with Nimrod’s
own city, and the better authenticated tradition that
they were those of Al Athur, or Ashur, from which
the whole country anciently received its name. He
obtained a few specimens of bricks bearing cuneiform
characters, and proceeded with his journey.

The fragments collected by Mr. Rich were subse-
quently placed in the British Museum, and formed
the principal, and indeed almost only, collection of
Assyrian antiquities in Europe. A case scarcely three
feet square enclosed all that remained, not only of
the great city, Nineveh, but of Babylon itself!

Other museums in Europe contained a few cylinders
~and gems, which came from Assyria and Babylonia ;
but they were not classified, nor could it be deter-
‘mined to what exact epoch they belonged. Of As-

syrian art nothing was known, not even by analogy.
The architecture of Nineveh and Babylonwasja:‘rriaﬁterr o
of speculation, and the poet or painter restored
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palaces and temples, as best suited his theme. or his
subject. A description of the temple of Belus by
Herodotus, led to an imaginary representation of the
tower of Babel. Its spiral ascent, its galleries gradu-
ally decreasing in circumference and supported by
innumerable columns, are familiar to us from the
illustrations, adorning almost the opening page of that
Book, which is associated with our earliest recol-
lections.

Such was our acquaintance four years ago with
Nineveh and Assyria —their history, their site, and
their arts. The reader will judge from the following
pages, how far recent discoveries are hkely to e*:tend
our knowied ge.

October, 1848,
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NINEVEH *

AND

ITS REMAINS.

CHAPTER I

FIRST JOURNEY IN ASSYRIA.— IT§ RUINS.— KOUYUNJIK, NIMROUD,
AND KALAH SHERGIAT.—M. BOTTA’S DISCOVERIES,—EKHORSABAD.
~ RETURN TO MOSUL.

During the autumn of 1839 and winter of 1840,
I had been wandering through Asia Minor and Syria,
scarcely leaving untrod one spot hallowed by tra-
dition, or unvisited one ruin consecrated by history.
I was accompanied by one no less curious and en-
~thusiastic than myself. We were both equally care-
less of comfort and unmindful of danger. We rode
alone ; our arms were our only protection; a valise
behind our saddles was our wardrobe, and we tended
our own horses, except when relieved from the duty by
the hospitable inhabitants of a Turcoman village or an
Arab tent. Thus unembarrassed by needless luxu-
 ries, and uninfluenced by the opinions and prejudices
~of others, we mixed amongst the people, acquired
yoL.. B SR
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without effort their manners, and enjoyed without
alloy those emotions which scenes so novel, and spots
so righ in varied association, cannot fail to produce.

I look back with feelings of grateful delight to
those happy days when, free and unheeded, we left at
dawn the humble cottage or cheerful tent, and linger-
ing as we listed, unconscious of distance and of the
hour, found ourselves, as the sun went down, under
some hoary ruin tenanted by the wandering Arab,
‘or in some crumbling village still bearing a well-

known name. No experienced dragoman measured .

our distances and appointed our stations. We were
honoured with no conversations by pashas, nor did
we seck any civilities from governors. We neither
drew tears nor curses from villagers by seizing their
horses, or searching their houses for provisions : their
welcome was sincere; their scanty fare was placed
before us ; we ate, and came and went in peace.

I had traversed Asia Minor and Syria, visiting the
ancient seats of civilisation, and the spots which re-

ligion has made holy. I now felt an irresistible desire
to penetrate to the regions beyond the Euphrates,

to which history and tradition point as the birthplace -

of the wisdom of the West. Most travellers, after a
journey through the usually frequented parts of the
East, have the same longing to cross the great river,
and to explore those lands which are separated on
the map from the confines.of Syria by a vast blank
stretching from Aleppo to the banks of the Tigris.
A deep mystery hangs over Assyria, Babylonia, and
Chaldeea. With these names are linked great nations

L]
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and great cities dimly shadowed forth in history ;
mighty ruins, in the midst of deserts, defying, by
their very desolation and lack of definite form, the
description of the traveller; the remnants of mighty
races still roving over the land; the fulfilling and
fulfilment of prophecies; the plains to which the
Jew and the Gentile alike look as the cradle of their
race. After a journey in Syria the thoughts natu-
rally turn eastward; and without treading on the
remains of Nineveh and Babylon our pilgrimage is
incomplete.

I left Aleppo, with my companion, on the 18th of
March. We still travelled as we had been accus-
tomed — without guide or servants. The road across
the desert is at all times impracticable, except to a
numerous and well-armed caravan, and offers no ob-
ject of interest. 'We preferred that through Bir and
Orfa. Trom the latter city we traversed the low
country at the foot of the Kurdish hills, a country
little known, and abounding in curious remains. The
LEgyptian frontier, at that time, extended to the east
of Orfa, and the war between the Sultan and Mo-
hammed Ali Pasha being still unfinished, the tribes
took advantage of the confusion, and were plundering
on all sides. With our usual good fortune, we suc-
ceeded in reaching Nisibin unmolested although we
ran daily risks, and more than once found ourselves in
the midst of foraging parties, and of tents which, an
hour before, had been pillaged by the wandering bands
of Arabs. We entered Mosul on the 10th of April.

During a short stay in this town we v151ted the ik

32
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great ruing on the east bank of the river, which have
been generally believed to be the remains of Nin-
eveh.* We rode also into the desert, and explored -
the mound of Kalah Sherghat, a vast ruin on the
Tigris, about fifty miles below its junction with the -
Zab. As we journeyed thither we rested for the night
at the small Arab village of Hammum Ali, around
which are still the vestiges of an ancient city. From
the summit of an artificial eminence we looked down
upon a broad plain, separated from us by the river.
A line of lofty mounds bounded it to the east, and one
of a pyramidical form rose high above the rest. Be-
vond it could be faintly traced the waters of the Zab.
Tts position rendered its identification easy. This
was the pyramid which Xenophon had described, and
near which the ten thousand had encamped : the ruins
around it were those which the Greek general saw
twenty-two centuries before, and which were even then
the remains of an ancient city. ~ Although Xenophon
had confounded a name, spoken by a strange race,
with one familiar to a Greek ear, and had called the .
‘place Larissa, tradition still points to the origin of
the city, and, by attributing its foundation to Nimrod,
whose name the ruins now bear, connect it with one
- of the first settlements of the human race.f

* These ruins include the great mounds of Kouyunjik and Nebbi
Yunus. :

T «He (Nimrod) went out into Assyria and builded Nineveh, the city
Rehoboth and Calab, and Resen, between Nineveh and Calah ; the same
is'a great city.” (Gen. x.11,12.) The ruins.of Nimroud had been iden-
tified with Resen, of which Larissa was believed, first, by Bochart, to be
a corruption, arising from the (presumed) use, by the inhabitants of the
country; of the common Shemitic article “al” before the word. It may
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Kalah Sherghat, like Nimroud, was an Assyrian
ruin: a vast, shapeless mass, now covered with grass,
and showing scarcely any traces of the work of man
except where the winter rains had formed ravines
down its almost perpendicular sides, and had thus
laid open its contents. A few fragments of pottery
and inscribed bricks,” discovered after a careful search
amongst the rubbish which had accumulated around
the base of the great mound, served to prove that it
owed its construction to the people who had founded
the city of which Nimroud is the remains. There
was a tradition current amongst the Arabs, that
strange figures carved in black stone still existed
amongst the ruins; but we searched for them in
vain, during the greater part of a day in which we
were engaged in exploring the heaps of earth and
bricks, covering a considerable extent of country
on the right bank of the Tigris.* At the time of
our visit the country had been deserted by the
Bedouins, and was only occasionally visited by a
few plunderers from the Shammar or Aneyza tents.
We passed the night in the jungle which clothes the

. banks of the river, and wandered during the day un-

disturbed by the tribes of the desert. A Cawass,
who had been sent with us by the Pasha of Mosul,

be observed, in the first place, that the philological grounds are in-
adequate; and, in the second, that if this were Resen, no room would
be left for the site of Nineveh, a still greater city.

# A memoir on our visit to these ruins by Mr. Ainsworth lel be
found in the Journal of the Royal Geographical Society, vol. xi. T shall
give a fuller account of the place when I describe the execavations and
discoveries which I subsequently made there.

B3
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alarmed at the solitude, and dreading the hostile
Arabs, left us in the wilderness, and turned home-
wards. But he fell into the danger he sought to
avoid. Less fortunate than ourselves, at a short
distance from Kalah Sherghat, he was met by a party
of horsemen, and fell a victim to his timidity.
Were the traveller to cross the Euphrates to seek -
for such ruins in Mesopotamia and Chaldza as he
had left behind him in Asia Minor or Syria, his
search would be vain. The graceful column rising
above the thick foliage of the myrtle, ilex, and
oleander ; the gradines of the amphitheatre covering
a gentle slope, and overlooking the dark blue waters of
a lake-like bay; the richly carved cornice or capital
half hidden by the luxuriant herbage; are replaced
by the stern shapeless mound rising like a hill from
the scorched plain, the fragments of pottery, and the
stupendous mass of brickwork occasionally laid bare
by the winter rains. He has left the land where
nature is still lovely, where, in his mind’s eye, he
can rebuild the temple or the theatre, half doubting
whether they would have made a more grateful im-
pression upon the senses than the ruin before him.
He is now at a loss to give any form to the rude
‘heaps upon which he is gazing. Those of whose works
they are the remains, unlike the Roman and the
Greek, have left no visible traces of their civilisation,
or of their arts : their influence has long since passed
“away. The more he conjectures, the more vague the
results appear. The scene around is worthy of the
ruin he is contemplating ; desolation meets desolation :
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a feeling of awe succeeds to wonder; for there is

nothing to relieve the mind, to lead to hope, or to
tell of what has gone by. These huge mounds of
Assyria made a deeper impression upon me, gave
rise to more serious thoughts and more earnest re-
flection, than the temples of Balbec and the theatres
of Jonia.

In the middle of April I left Mosul for Baghdad.
As T descended the Tigris on a raft, I again saw the
ruins of Nimroud, and had a better opportunity of
examining them. It was evening as we approached
the spot. The spring rains had clothed the mound
with the richest verdure, and the fertile meadows,
which stretched around it, were covered with flowers
of every hue. Amidst this luxuriant vegetation
were partly concealed a few fragments of bricks,
pottery, and alabaster, upon which might be traced
the well-defined wedges of the cuneiform character.
Did not these remains mark the pature of the ruin,
it might have been confounded with a natural emi-
nence. A long line of consecutive narrow mounds,
still retaining the appearance of walls or ramparts,
stretched from its base, and formed a vast quadrangle.
The river flowed at some distance from them : its
waters, swollen by the melting of the snows on the
Armenian hills, were broken into a thousand foaming
whirlpools by an artificial barrier, built across the
stream. On the eastern bank the soil had been washed
away by the current; but a solid mass of masonry
still withstood its impetuosity. The Arab, who guided
my small raft, gave himself up to religious ejacula-

B B 4 , ‘ S
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tions as we approached this formidable cataract, over
which we were carried with some violence. Once
safely through the danger, he explained to me that
this unusual change in the quiet face of the river
was caused by a great dam which had been built by
Nimrod*®, and that in the autumn before the winter
rains, the huge stones of which it was constructed,
squared, and united by cramps of iron, were frequently
visible above the surface of the stream.f It was, in
fact, one of those monuments of a great people, to be
found in all the rivers of Mesopotamia, which were
undertaken to ensure a constant supply of water
to the innumerable canals, spreading like net-work
over the surrounding country, and which, even in
the days of Alexander, were looked upon as the
works of an ancient nation.f No wonder that the

traditions of the present inhabitants of the land

should assign them to one of the founders of the
human race! The Arab explained the connection
between the dam and the city built by Athur, the
lieutenant of Nimrod, the vast ruins of which were

# This dam is called by the Arabs, either Sukr el Nimroud, from the
tradition, or Bl Awayee, from the noise caused by the breaking of the
water over the stones. Large rafts are obliged to unload before crossing
it, and accidents frequently happen to those who neglect this precaution.

t Diodorus Siculus, it will be remembered, states that the stones of the
bridge built by Semiramis across the Euphrates were united by similar
iron eramps, whilst the interstices were filled up with molten lead.

I These dams greatly impeded the fleets of the conqueror in their -

navigation of the rivers of Susiana and Mesopotamia, and he caused many
of them to be removed. (Strabo, p. 1051. ed. Ox.1807.) By Strabo they
were believed to have been constructed to prevent the ascent of the rivers
by hostile fleets; but their use is evident. Tavernier mentions, in his
Travels (vol. i p.226.), this very dam. He says that his raft went over
a cascade twenty-six feet high; but he must have greatly exaggerated.
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then before us, and of its purpose as a causeway for
the mighty hunter to cross to the opposite palace,
now represented by the mound of Hammum Ali. He
was telling me of the histories and fate of the kings
of a primitive race, still the favourite theme of the
inhabitants of the plains of Shinar, when the last
glow of twilight faded away, and I fell asleep as we
glided onward to Baghdad.

" My curiosity had been greatly excited, and from
that time I formed the design of thoroughly ex-
amining, whenever it might be in my power, these
singular ruins.

It was not until the summer of 1842 that I again
passed through Mosul on my way to Constantinople. I
was then anxious to reach the Turkish capital, and,
travelling Tatar, had no time to explore ruins. I
had not, however, forgotten Nimroud. I had fre-
quently spoken to others on the subject of exca-
vations in this and another mound, to which a
peculiar interest also attached ; and at one time had
reason to hope that some persons in Ingland might
have been induced to aid in the undertaking. I
‘had even proposed an examination of the ruins to M.
Coste, an architect who had been sent by the French
Government, with its embassy to Persia, to draw and
describe the monuments of that country.

On my arrival at Mosul, I found that M. Botta
had, since my first visit, been named French Consul
there ; and had already commenced excavations on .
the opposite side of the river, in the large mound
called Kouyunjik. These excavations were on
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very small scale, and, at the time of my passage, only
fragments of brick and alabaster, upon which were
engraved a few letters in the cuneiform character,
had been discovered. '

‘Whilst detained by unexpected circumstances at
Constantinople, I entered into correspondence with a
gentleman in England on the subject of excavations ;
but, with this exception, no one seemed inclined to
assist or take any interest in such an undertaking.
I also wrote to M. Botta, encouraging him to pro-
“ceed, notwithstanding the apparent paucity of results,
~and particularly calling his attention to the mound of
Nimroud, which, however, he declined to explore on
account of its distance from Mosul and its inconvenient
position. I was soon called away from the Turkish
capital to the provinces; and for some months nu-
‘merous occupations prevented me turning my atten-
tion to the ruins and antiquities of Assyria.

In the meanwhile M. Botta, not discouraged by
the want of success which had attended his first
essay, continued his excavations in the mound of
- Kouyunjik: and to him is due the honour of having
found the first Assyrian monument. This remark-
able discovery owed its origin to the following cir-
- cumstances. The small party employed by M. Botta
were at work on Kouyunjik, when a peasant from
a distant village chanced to visit the spot. Seeing
that every fragment of brick and alabaster uncovered
by the workmen was carefully preserved, he asked
the reason of this, to him, strange proceeding. On
being informed that they were in search of sculp-
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tured stones, he advised them to try the mound on
which his village was built, and in which, he de-
clared, many such things as they wanted had been
exposed on digging for the foundations of new houses.
M. Botta, having been frequently deceived by similar .
stories, was not at first inclined to follow the peasant’s
“advice, but subsequently sent an agent and one or two
workmen to the place. After a little opposition from
the inhabitants, they were permitted to sink a well
in the mound; and at a small distance from the
surface they came to the top of a wall which, on
digging deeper, they found to be built of sculp-
tured slabs of gypsum. M. Botta, on receiving in-
formation of this discovery, went at once to the
village, which was called Khorsabad.* He directed
a wider trench to be formed, and to be carried in the
direction of the wall. He soon found that he had
opened a chamber, which was connected with others,
and constructed of slabs of gypsum covered with
sculptured representations of battles, sieges, and
similar events. His wonder may be easily imagined.
A new history had been suddenly opened to him —
the records of an unknown people were before him.
He was equally at a loss to account for the age
and the nature of the monument. The art shown
in the sculptures, the dresses of the figures, the
mythic forms on the walls, were all new to him, and
afforded no clue to the epoch of the erection of the

* This word is probably an abbreviation of Khosrau-abad, the abode
of Khosroes. - From their vicinity to the Kurdish mountmns, many of' the
villages in this part of Assyrxa. have Persxan names,’ :
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edifice, and to the people who were its founders.
Numerous inscriptions, accompanying the bas-reliefs,
evidently contained the explanation of the events
thus recorded in sculpture. They were in the
“cuneiform, or arrow-headed, character. The nature
of these inscriptions was at least evidence that the
building belonged to a period preceding the con-
quest of Alexander; for it was generally admitted
that after the subjugation of the west of Asia by
the Macedonians, the cuneiform writing ceased to
be employed. DBut too little was then known of
this character to enable M. Botta to draw any in-
ference from the peculiar arrangement of the wedges,
which distinguishes the varieties used in different
countries. However, it was evident that the monu-
ment appertained to a very ancient and very civi-
lised people; and it was natural from its position
to vefer it to the inhabitants of Nineveh, —a city,
which, although it could not have occupied a site
so distant from the Tigris, must have been in the
vicinity of the place. M. Botta had discovered an
Assyrian edifice, the first, probably, which had been
exposed to the view of man since the fall of the
- Assyrian empire. ‘

M. Botta was not long in perceiving that the build-
ing, which bad been thus partly excavated, unfor-
‘tunately owed its destruction to fire; and that the
gypsum slabs, reduced to lime, were rapidly falling
to pieces on exposure to the air. No precaution could -
arrest this rapid decay; and it was to be feared that
this wonderful monument had only been uncovered to
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complete its ruin. The records of victories and tri-
umphs, which had long attested the power and swelled
the pride of the Assyrian kings, and had resisted the
ravages of ages, were now passing away for ever.
They could scarcely be held together until an inex-
perienced pencil could secure an imperfect evidence
of their former existence. Almost all that was first
discovered thus speedily disappeared; and the same
fate has befallen nearly every thing subsequently
found at Khorsabad. A regret is almost felt that so
precious a memorial of a great nation should have
been thus exposed to destruction, when no precau-
tion could keep entire or secure the greater part of
it; but as far as the object of the monument is con-
cerned, the intention of its founders will be amply
fulfilled, and the records of their might will be more
widely spread, and more effectually preserved, by
modern art, than the most exalted ambition could
have contemplated. ‘

M. Botta lost no time in communicating his re-
markable discovery to the principal scientific body in
France. Knowing the interest I felt in his labours,
he allowed me to see his letters and drawings as they
passed through Constantinople; and I was amongst
the first who were made acquainted with his success.
And here I gladly avail myself of the opportunity of
mentioning, with the acknowledgment and praise
they deserve, his disinterestedness and liberality, so

.~ honourable to one engaged in the pursuit of know-

‘ledge. During the entire period of his excavations,
M. Botta regularly sent me not only his descriptions,
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but copies of the inscriptions, without exacting any
promise as to the use I might make of them. That
there are few who would have acted thus liberally,
_ those who have been engaged in a search after an- -
; tiquities in the East will not be inclined to deny.
M. Botta’s communications were laid before the
¢ Académie” by M. Mobl; and that body, perceiving
~at once the importance of the discovery, lost no time
‘in applying to the Minister of Public Instruction for
~ means to carry on the researches. The recommend-
tion was attended to with that readiness and mu-
ificence which almost invariably distinguished the
'rench Government in undertakings of this nature.
mple funds to meét the cost of extensive excava-
tions were at once assigned to M. Botta, and an
- artist of acknowledged skill was placed under his
orders to draw such parts of the monument dis-
vered as could not be preserved or removed.

With the exception of a few interruptions on the
rt of the local authorities, who were suspicious of
e objects of the excavations, the work was carried
n with activity and success, and by the beginning
f 1845 the monument had been completely un-
overed. ~The researches of M. Botta were not
tended beyond Khorsabad; and, having secured
y fine specimens of Assyrian sculpture for his
try, he returned to Europe with a rich collection
inscriptions, the most important result of his dis-
iy, |

[ have thus placed before the reader, as briefly as
‘ ible, the history of the first discoveries in Assyria.
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M. Botta’s labours may have merited a fuller de-
seription and more ample notice; but as the works
carried on at Khorsabad were in most respects iden-
tical in their character with those which I afterwards
undertook, I have, to avoid repetition, merely given
this short sketch of his labours. Their results are
now being published in France, and his countrymen
have not been backward in recognising the extent
and importance of his discovery, and in rewarding
the zeal, discrimination, and personal sacrifices which
led to it.

The advantages which I had derived from a perusal
of M. Botta’s letters, and an inspection of his drawings,
enabled me to call public attention, at an early period,
to his discovery, and to be amongst the first to hazard
an opinion on the age and origin of this remarkable
monument, I endeavoured to show, in three letters to
the “Malta Times,” the general grounds upon which
such an opinion could be formed. Not having had
an opportunity of examining similar Assyrian remains,
and my knowledge of M. Botta’s discoveries being in-
complete, I was led into one or two errors; but in
most respects the view taken in those letters is the
one which is now generally adopted.®* It will be

* Misled by a passage in one of M. Botta’s letters, I had supposed that
two varieties of the cuneiform character had been found at Khorsabad,
and had founded an argument upon this presumed fact. M. Botta, him-
self, perceiving that inscriptions had been cut on the back of the slabs,
was, at first, led to believe that they had been taken from some more
ancient edifice.  The absence of the symbol which I had inadvertently
called the * Ferouher” ultimately proved no argument; for it was dis-
covered at Nimroud, together with many other religious emblems, which
ghow that the Zoroastrian system was mainly derived from Assyria. I
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shown hereafter on what evidence we may still con-
nect the edifice uncovered at Khorsabad with the
second dynasty of Assyrian kings, or with one of
those monarchs, Essaradon or Sennacherib, who
" extended his conquests over the greater part of
Asia. )
The success of M. Botta had increased my anxiety
to explore the ruins of Assyria. It was evident that
Khorsabad could not stand alone. It did not repre-
sent ancient Nineveh, nor did it afford us any addi-
tional evidence as to the site of that city. If the edifice
discovered had been one of its palaces, surely other
buildings of a vaster and more magnificent character
must exist nearer the seat of government, on the
banks of the river Tigris. It was true that M. Botta
had laboured unsuccessfully for above three months in
the great mound opposite Mosul, which was usually
identified with the Assyrian capital ; but that mound
much exceeded in extent any other known ruin; and
it was possible that in some parts of it the traces of the
buildings which it once contained were as completely -
lost as they were in many parts of the mound of
Khorsabad. My thoughts still went back to the ruin
of Nimroud, and to the traditions which attached to
it. I spoke to others, but received little encourage-
ment. At last, in the autumn of 1845, Sir Stratford
Canning mentioned to me his readiness to incur,
for a limited period, the expense of excavations in

make these observations, as a reviewer in the Quarterly (No.158.) has
been led into error by my observations. ~ The letters in the Malta Times
were reprinted in many of the English and Continental periodicals.
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