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T a conference held with the Six Nations at Johnfn-hall, 
May the ad, 1765, 

P R E S 10) N T; a 
Sir William John‘on, Baronet, the King’s Superintendam of In- 

dian Affairs, John Johnfon, Efq; Mir. Arthur. Mr. Kirt- 
Jand, Mr Kreifer, Daniel Claufe and Guy Johnfon, Efcuires, 
D puty Agents, Butler, Parthius, Monteur, interprettrs to 
the Crown. 

Sir William addreffed the Six Nations as follows : 
Brethren, 

AM now to fpeak to you on fome affairs which greatly corcern 
us both, and I expect you will give me your attention, and atta 
becoming part upon the occafion. ® 
You know the treacherous and cruel part a€ted by fore of 

your people at Logftown and about the Ohio, two years ago ; 
you then plundered numbers of the traders, who were fupply- 
ing you with goods ; fome of them you have promifed to protect 
and fave their effetts, but you did not keep your words; feveral 
of thefe unhappy fufferers are thereby reduced to great nevef- 
fity, fome of whom are thrown into jail, becaufe they could 
not pay theirdghts. ‘Thishas induced them to apply to me, and 
to dtfire T would lay before youtheir diftreffes, that you might 
five them a tract of land to compenfate in fome meafure for their 
great loffes. maces not tell you.Fow incumbent it is upon you 
to agree to thetfdefire, as you muft all be fenfible they were ra- 
ined by fome of your people in a time of peace, and when they 
were fupplying your neceffities: ‘This conduét is fufficient to 
make the traders very thy of going towards your country ; and 
therefore I think it indifpenfably your intereft to grant their re- 
queft, which, though it will be but a fnall recompence, will, 
however, fhew the world that you repent of what is paft, and like 
honeft men, are defirous of making fome refitution for the da- 
mages you have committed. [ expeft you will, without ‘telay, 
give mean anfwer, and I with it may bea fivourable one, it ae 
will be for your own credit. 

Brethren, ‘ 
The noxt thing Tam to take notice of, isat the defire of the C+. 

eral who commands all the army in this country. Hehas repre- 
fented to me the neceflity there is for the troops to have gardens 
and corn about the forts; and although it is the cuflom in all 

other 
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othér places, that all the ground within cannon-fhot fhall belong 

to the fort, he has yet fucha regard for you, that he would 

not m ke any ufe of it without you were firfl made acquain- 

ted, and approved of it. This is an inftsnce of fo much good- 

nefs and condefcention, that I expect vou will not hefitate 4 mo- 

ment to give up the ground within cannoa fhot round all the 

forts, for the ufe of the King’s army; ond I know you will tae 

readier do t/at, as fuch ground fo near a fort can be of no ufe 

f you, as ‘t is only intended for the fervice of the garrifon ; 

but asthe girrifon of Fort Pitt is larger than the reft, and a great 

way from our fettlements, I have no doubt but you will give up 

a larger quantity of ground there for the ufe of the foldiers. 

And if you agree to this, I am perfuaded, they willook upon 

you in a much more friendly light than formerly ; fo that Tex- 

peét a fpesdy and agreeable an{fwer. 

Brethren, 

The lait, but moft important affair I have at this time to men- 

tion, is vith regard to the fettling a boundary line between you 

and theEnglifh. I fenta meffage to fomeof ycur nations (ome time 

ago, toacquaint you that I fhould confer with you at this meet- 

ing uponit. The King, whofe generofity and forgivenefs you 

have already experienced, being very defirous to put a. final 

end to difputes between his people ind you, co icerning lands, 

and tedo you ftrict juflice, has fallen upon the plan of a boun- 

dary between our provinces and the Indians (waich no white 

ynan fiall dare to invade) as the beft and fureft method of en-, 

diag (uch like d:fputes, and fecuring your property to you be- 

yonda pofibility of d.flurbance. ‘Tats will, T hope, appear to 

you fo reafonable, and fo juft, on the prrt of the King, and fo 

adyvatagecus to you and your pofterity, that I can have no 

doubt of your cheerfully joiniag with me in fettling fuch a di- 

vifion lize as will be belt for the advantage of both the white men 

andthe Indians, and as fhall beft agree with the extent and ia- 

creafe of erch province, and the Goveraors, whom [ fall con- 

fult upon that occafion, fo foon as I am fully emp w-red: but, 

in the mean time, Iam defirous to know i} Whit manner you 

would choofe to extend i>, and what you will agree heartily to, 

and abide by, in general terms. At tae fame time I am to ac- 

quaint you, that whenever the whole is fettled, and that it thall 

appear you have fo far confulted the increifing ftate of our peo- 

ple, as to make any con yenient cefions of ground, where it is 

mot wanted, that then you will receive a confiderable prefent in 

return for your friendthip. 

On the 3d of May, the Sit Nations, by the Onondaga Speaker 

made the following anfwer. 

Brother Warraghiyagey. (Sir Wilkam Jobnfow’s Indian name.) 

We have heard all you fiid to us yeiterday, and we give you 

many thanks for your ad vice and direstions to us, which weihall 

take due notice of. 
As we are willing to fhew our good difpafition by our actions, 

we thillcome intoevery taing you propofe, that is rezfomible, aud 

we hope it will render us more regarded by the Engh. Thefe are 
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are ferious articles, and we fhall confult both fachems and war- 

riors about them, and by to. morrow be able to anfwer you upon 

them, but with regard to what you {poke to us about the King’s 

defire, that we fhould agree’about a line between ts and the En- 

glifh, we muft defire to know of you how you intinded the line 
fhould go, and how far. \ 

Sir William anfwered, ‘. 

Brethren, tpn 
{ THANK you for taking what I faid into feriors confidera- 

tion. With regard to what you defire to know comerning the 

line, if one fachem from each nation attends early. to-morrow 

morning, I fhall (peak farther upon that fub je&. 

On the ath of May, the Onondaga Speaker addreffed Sr William 
as follows : 

Brother, 
We yelterday opened our errs to what you faid to ut, and we 

have deliberated on it ever fince. We now beg you will open 

your ears, and hearken to what we have to fay n anfwer 
to it. 

Gave three firings. 
Brother, 

We have heard what you told us, concerning the intettions of 

the great King, about a line between us-and the Enghf, and 

we have confidered that {uch a thing will be very neceifaty, pro- 
vided the white people will abide by it. 

Brother, 
The chief caufe of all the late wars was about lands. We faw 

the Englifh coming towards us from all parts, and they have 
cheated 'us fo often, that we could not think well of it. Wé were 

afraid that in alittle time you would be at our very Silo: for 

this reafon we thank the great P.ing for his good intentions, and 
we hope he will make his people keep within bounds, which they 
have not yet done; We therefore agree, that a boundary fhall 
be made between us, andthat it fhall run from Fort Edward 

along tothe Mohawk’s caftle, and from thence along the great 

mountain to Harris’s ferry, on the river Sufquehanna, agreeable 

to what we have drawn here, on a piece of bark. A Belt, 

Brother, 
WE have told you our minds; if it does not pleafe you, it is 

none of our faults. We were always ready to give, but the Eng- 

lith do not deal fairly with us; they are more cunning than we 

are; they get our names upon paper very faft, and we often do 
jot know what it is for. We would do more to pleafe the King, 
but it is hardly it our power, and fome of us donot like it be- 

caufe we are fo often impofed upon; one of our nations is going 

to be cheated out of almoft all the land between. the Mohawk and 
the Big river, by people at Albany, to whom they never publickly 
made any {uch grant, nor never received any thing for it. We 

fpoke to you once before about it, and here are their chiefs now, 
who fay, that fince they firft heard of it, they were promif- 
ed juftice by the feveral Governours at Albany long ago. They 

have likewife (poke to you on twelve different belts, and heared 
that 

- 
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that you would get juftice for them, but it is not done; they 

{ent a belt over to the King about it, but they have not yet 

had any fatisfattion. 
Brother, 

: 

YOU fee how it is with us; if the Englifh would be more 

honeft, we fhould be more generous, and there would be peace 

all through the land ; but it is hard, that one of our nations, 

shat live fo near you *, and have fuffered fo much on your ac- 

count, fhould be fo greatly wronged. This makes us appre- 

henfive, that the Englith will foon ftretch their arm over our 

lands: We beg then, that you will fend our belts to the King, 

and tell him how it is with us, and that we hepe he will fet us a 

good example, and give the Mohawks their land foon, before we 

fettle any other matters; for cur necks have been long ftretched 

out to hear from him, and if we do not hear foon, fome of our 

young people’s heads will begin to turn, and they will not re- 

gard what we fay about peace s they will tell us itis not true, for 

if it was, our confederacy would obtain juftice when they apply 

for it. 
A Belt. 

Brother, 
WE have finifhed what we had to {ay for the prefent, and we 

hope you will anfwer us to-morrow upon it, at which time we 

fhall (peak to you on the other matters. ; : 

On May the sth Sir William addreffed the Indians in the fol- 

lowing manner. 

Brethren, 

YOUR (peech yefterday much furprifed me; you appeared 

defirous to feta bondary between the Englifh and you, and fenfi- 

ble of the advantage of it ; at the fame time, you have defcribed 

a boundary which is ridiculous, and which fhews me, you do not 

mean what you fay, and are not defirous to purfue what has 

been recommended tc. you: neither does it proceed from your 

ignorance ; for you convinced me yefterday by the remarks you 

made on the great map, that you are well acquainted with the ° 

whole country, and the fituation ofall the places on the frontiers. 

Notwithftanding which you have, in your boundary, Cut off a 

large tra&t of country, which you all knew has been long fince 

purchafed and fettled. The land is patented 100 miles beyond 

Fort Fdward, and a great diftance beyond the Mohawks Caitle, 

and the line you make from thence to Harris’s ferry, inftead of 

adding to, cuts of feveral towns and fettlements, particularly in 

Pennfylvania, which you know has been fairly purchafed and 

allowed of by you, and to which you can make no claim, and 

you have tiken no notice of the other governments. The aifoir 

of the Mohawks is of old ftanding, and I have never neglected it: 

{can prove by papers I bave here, that I laid it before Gover - 

nour Clinton fifteen years ago, and that at the grand Congrefs 

at Albany, in 1754, I did what | could for the Mohawss, who 

were promifed tohave the raatter ftriftly exemined into: ‘There 

js a patent for it, and it is not an eafy matter to break it. The 

Mohawks hav? given me infinite trouble about it, ever fince the 

report that it was to be {urveyed ; it has not as yet aifetted their 
huuting, 

* The Mohawks, 
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Hunting, as it has never been furveyed or fettled; and I havé 

flated tLéie complaints and doubt not but they will be redreffed. 

That ig the only large tra€t which at prefent concerns them, 

and therefore I am forry to find, you fhould make it any objec- 

tion to the good work which the King recummends. Thefe 

things require much time with white people; I have often re- 

commended patience to them, and IJ with they would follow 

my advice, and not interrupt a bufinefs which is of fo great im- 

ortance. Llwanted only at prefent to know your general fenti- 

ments upon this fubject, and I with they had been more favoura- 

ble, becaufe it would have been as much for your intereft, as 

that of the Englifh. 
to which the Six Nations then anfwered, 

Brother, 
WE have heard you with attention, and we are much oblig- 

ed to you for fhewing us what is beft for our intereft. We fhall 

therefore take it farther into confiderition, becaufe we are willing 

to thew our good difpofition. We hope our behaviour on this 

occafion will have a proper effect upon the great King, and in- 

duce him to hearken to our complaints. We do not doubt but 

you have done what you could for us, and we with it may be 

taken notice of ; otherwife we mut think ourfelves greatly 

wronged, and our minds cannot be at peac’. ‘To-morrow we 

fhall anfwer you more particularly and to your fatisfa€tion. 

Then Thomas King (a chief of the Six Nations ) addreffed the 

feveral nations as follows: 

Brethrett, 
T would with you all to enter with c! eerfulnefs into the bufi- 

nefs you brother Warraghiyagey hiss recommended to you, ancl 

do it from your hearts. Let us follow the example of our acef- 

tors, whofe bones are now turned into duft. they were wife men, 

and took care of every thing that concerned peace: let us do 

the (ams, and let as make a line for the benefit of our children; 

that they may have lands which canuot be taken from them ; 

and let us, in doing that, fhew the King that we are gencrous, 

and that we will grant him land enough for his people. Then 

he will regard us, and take hetter care that his people do not 

chest us. 
On the 6th of May, after the feveral nations were affembled, the 

Onondaga fpeaker addreffed Sir William, as follows : 

Brother, 
W fi are now affembled to anfwer what you faid to us yeRer- 

day, regarding the boundary line, concerning which we have 

not given you fatisfuétion, We hope we fhall not pleafe you 

better, and we bez you will attend to our anfwer, and pardow 

our miflakes and the manner of our expreflion, as we have al- 

ways been ac-uftomed to fpeak our thoughts freely, the rather 

aa we heard from the French, that you had defizns upon us, and 

we heard from you, that they had the fame, but of late we find 

you both had the like motives. 
At length we have agreed together for ourfelves, our wives 

and children, to make a ceffion to the King, of the lands we fhall 
now 
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now defcribe, beginning at Owegy, on the eaft branch ef Suf- 

quehanne, thence down the eaf fide of the river to Shamokin 

(or Fort Augufta) and running up the weft branch of Sufque- 

hanna, on the fouth fide thereof, and from thence to Kittanings 

or Odigo on the Ohio, thence alcng and down the Ohio to the 

Cherokee river, and up the fame to its head, on this fide; upon 

conditicn that you have fome regard for our warriors, who al- 

ways pafs through that country, and give them pinay free 

paffage , and we are very happy in being all affembled here, 

both fachems and worricrs, at this time, and not as has been 

formerly the cafe on fuch occafions, 

We cannow all att together, 2s all fhould receive a flare for 

what they have ceded, by which it will be preferved in our 

minds. We have never refufed you lands. In many places we 

have given proofs of our friendfhip, on which we have been pro- 

mifed a recompence which we have not received. We affifiled 

your army laft year, and many of our people were forfaken 

and left to famifh, and we have been promifed a large trade, 

and to fix interpreters, ¢tc. af each poft, which it is not come as 

yet. Webeg you will confider thefe things, and have regard to 

your promifes and our requefts, as we pay due regard to your 

defires at prefent ; that therefore you will take thefe things into 

your confidygttion, and afford us a plentiful trade, and proper 

interpreters at tye pofts, as you have promifed. It is in expecta- 

tion of this, that we have now agreed to your propofals, and 

for the fake of eftablifhing trarquility, we therefore recommend 

it earneftly to you, to confider what we have faid. We hava 

farther to add, that you will confider our hungry people will 

fornetimes kill your cattle and tread down your Corn ; if they do 

{o now, it may be worfe when we affemble all nations: We 

therefore beg, that, whenever you finally fettle this affair, and 

that all your Governours meet about it, you would appoint 

the Congrefs in fome place more remote, and that you would 

bring provifions thither with you. The requeft of tue traders 

hall be complied with, and we fhal] agree to give them fome 

lands near Fort Pitt, and alfo to your defire concerning fome 

Jands about the forts, for the u" of your girrifons. 

Then Thomas King faid to the feveral nations: 

Brethren, 
I hope you will now remember what we have agreed ta, and 

what your brother has fuic: for we have now all, men, women, 

and children, been witnefs of this tranfaftion, which is done pub- 

Jickly, nor can itsbe faid our chiefs reccived any bribes; there- 

fore fhould we forget what is now done, it will bea great reflec- 

tion upon us, as none of us, with truth, can deny it. 

May the 6th, Sir William affembled all the chiefs, and fpoke 

to them concerning the boundary line, obferving that they had 

Ho clofed it properly to the eafiward, which was highly necef- 

ary. 4 
The Onondaga fpeaker anfwered, 

Brother, 
WE have attended to you, and we have already confitered 

about clofing the line; Lut we find it a difficult matter to de- 
termine, 
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termine, as fo many tribes and branches of our confederacy have 
their refidence about the Sufquchanna. We think to continue 

the line up that river to Cherry Valley Lake, and from thence 

to the German Flats, would be very advantageous to you; be- 

caufe our brethren the Oniedas fay, you have no right or titléon 

the fouth fide the Mohawk river above that place; however, for 

the prefent, we fhall not extend the boundary line higher than 

Owegi, but when the affair comes to be finally determined, we 

fhall think farther about it. 
Then Canaghghiefa faid, 

Brother, 
You know that we are the owners of the land weftward of the 

German Flats, we hope we are not to be cheated out of it, but 
we have reafon to think oddly of it; as a German is gone to live 

at our large field Orifca, which is our property, we beg you 

will drive him off; for he has no right to it, for we well know 

the lands we fold, from the reft, and we tell you this, becaufe we 

would not do any thing in it, till we {poke to you aboutit. We 

think we are frangely dealt with, our fathers were afked to fell 

farms, and whenever they agreed to it, the white people took 

woods, and all vhich we knew nothing of, till we faw people 

coming into our country. Brother, fince that is the cafe, let us 

know, what the white people claim, and we will tell honeftly 

what we fold. 
Sir William anfwered, 

Brethren, 
As I only wanted to know your fentiments in General, about 

a boundary, Iam content the line remains for the prefent, as 
far as you recommend as to what you mentioned, running to the 
German Flats, it cannot be agreed to, there are good titles with- 

in that line. What the Oneidas fay about the man at Orifca, I 

did not hear of till now, if he is unjuftly fettled, he will remove 

on proper warning. Whenever I can hear of your being wrong- 

ed, I fhall ufe my intereft to get juftice for you; but you wou d 

have much lefs caufe to complain, if your people would never 

roeddle in land affairs, without the knowledge of the whole 

nation. &j 

T O all people to whom thefe prefents fhall come, greeting: 

Know ye, that we Abraham a Mohawk chief, Sennghois a 

Oneida chief, Saquarifera a Tufcarora chief, Chenaugheata 

chief of the Onandaga counci!, Tagaaia a Cayuga chief, and 

Guftarax a Seneca chief, chiefs and fachems of the Six United 

Nations, and being and effectually reprefenting all the tribes of 
the faid Six United Nations, fend greeting : 
WHEREAS Robert Callender, David Franks, Jofeph Sim- 

mons, Levy Andrew Levy, Phillip Boyle, John Baynton, Sa- 

muel Wharton, George Morgan, Jofeph Speare, Thomas Small- 

man, Samuel Wharton adminiftrator of John Welch deceafed, 

Edmund Moran, Even Shelby, Samuel Poftlethwait, John Gib- 

fon, Richard Winfton, Dennis Crohon, William Thomfon, A- 
braham 
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Abraham Mitchel, James Dundas, Thomas Dundas, and John 
Orm{by, in and by their feveral and refpeétive letters or powers 
of attorney, duly figned, fealed, and delivered by them, and now 
produced interpreted, and explained to us; have conftituted 
nominated and appointed, Will.im Trent, ofthe county of Com. 
berland, and province of Pennfylvania, merchant, tieir livful 
attorney and ag nt, to afk, folicit, demand, and receive from 
the fachems, councellers, ancl warriors of the faid Six Urited 
Nations, a graft of a tratt of land, as a compenfation, fatisfac- 
tion, or retribution for the goods, merchandife, and eff éts of 
the faid William Trent, and the tr ders aforefai?, which the 
Shawneffe, Delaware, and Huron tribes, tributaries of the feid 
Six Nations (contrary to all good faith, and in violation of 
their repeated promifes of fafety and protection to their perfons, 
fervants, and eifetts, whilft trading in their country ) did in the 
{pring of the year 1763, violently feize upon, and unjufily ap- 
pr priate to their own ufe: 
AND WHEREAS weare now convened in full council 

by order of our father, the King of Great-Britain, France and 
Treland, defender of the faith, etc. at Fort Stanwix, in the pro- 
vince of New-York, in orderio agree for, afcertain, and finally 
fix and fettle a permanent and lafting boundary line between 
the hunting country, which we, at the conference aforefaicd 
fhall and avill referve for ourfelves, our children and our tribu- 
taries, and the territories of the faid King of Great Britain: 
AND WHEREAS application was formerly made to the 

faid Six United Nations by Sir William Johnfon, Baronet, at the 
requifition of the aforefaid traders, who had fuflained and fufer- 
ed the loffes aforefaid, fora retribution for the {2me, which the 
{aid Six United Nations promifed and agreed to, whenfoover he 
the faid Sir William Johnfon, Paronet, fhould be empowered by 
his faid Majefty, the King of Great-Britain, to efteblin the 
boundary line aforefaid : i 
AND WHEREAS the faid Sir William Johnfon, Doro- 

net, has now at this prefent Congrefs, reminded the faid Six 
United Nations of their faid promife. and at the earneft deiire 
of the aferefzid traders, by their faid attorney, ftrongly recom- 
mended to the {aid Six United Natioris, to make them a reftitu- 
tion, by a grant of g tract of land to his Mid Majefly, the King 
of Great-Britain, his heirs and fuecefours-: to and for the only 
ufe, benefit, snd behoof of the f ‘4 William Trent, in his own 

ighty and asattorney as aforefaid. all which the faid Six United 
Nations having taken into their confideration, and bejag hearti- 
ly difpofed to agree thereunto, as an inftance of their juftice and 
concern for the frid loffes do therefore by thefe prefents fignify 
publih, “and deciare, that notwitiftaading te grant and gift 
hereby mads and given by them unto his aid Maiefly the King 
of Great-Pritain, and fo forth (to ond for the only ufe, bene- 
fit, and behoof of the fiid William Trent, in his own right, and 
as attorney as aforefaid) will be included withjot eeef{on : file 
and boundary line which the fail Six United Nations thall and 
will make, feil and grant to the faid King of Great-Britaio, at 

ne 
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the co. sence aforefaid, now holden at Fort Stanwix, aforefaid, 

by the {aid Sir Willi m Johnfon, Baronet : 

VET NEVERTHELESS, the frid Six United Nations 

have neither afked, demznded, nor received from him the‘faid 

Sir William Jehnfon, Baronet, nor fromm any other perfon or 

perfons in behalf of the {aid King of Great-Britain, any confide- 

ration foe the hereby given and granted premifes, neither fhall 

nor will the faid Six United Nations, nor their heirs nor defcen- 

dants (and by thefe prefents, they, the faid Six United Nations, 

wholly and entirely interdict and prohibit them from fo doing ) 

demond, nor receive from the faid King of Great-Britain, nor 

from his fucceffours, nor from his or their minifters or fervants, 

any confderation whatfoever, or howfcever, for the hereby 

granted bargain, or now given premifes, or any part, purport, 

or parcel thereof, the fame being their own voluntary aét and 

deed, folly, and bona fide defigred and intended by them as a 

compenfation, {atisfa€tion and retribution for the loffes fuftained 

by the faid William Trent, and the Indian traders aforefaid, 

by the depredations of the Shiawneffe, Delaware, and Huron 

tribes of Indians aforefaid, in the aforefaid year, 1753. 

N OW this indenture witneffeth, that we the faid Abraham, 

Sennghois, Saquarifera, Chenaucheata, Tagaaia, and Gauftarax 

(chiefs and fachems of the faid Six United Nations, and being 

and efeftually as aforefaid, ro¥ cefenting all the tribes of the Six 

United Nations ) for and in confiderationot the fumof 85,9161. 10s. 

Sd. lawful money of the province of New-York (the fame being 

the amount of the goods and merchandife, which were unjuflly 

feized and take, as aforefaid by the Shawnefle, Delaware, and 

Huron tribes of indians aforefaid, from the faid William Trent, 

Robert Callender, David Franks, Jofeph Simons, Levy Ardrew 

Levy, Philip Bey!e, John Baynton, Samuel Wharton, George 

Morgen, Jofeph Spear, Thomas Smallman, Samvel Wharton 

adminifirator of John Weick, deceafed, Edmund TMoran, Hvan 

Shelby, Sarauel Pofletawait, fol Gibfon, Richard Winfton, 

Dennes Croton, William Thomfon, Abraham Mitchell, James 

Dundis, Thomas Dundas, and John Ormiby, in the aforefaid 

yerr 1762, whereof juft and fair accounts have, cn oftth and 

affirmation, been produced, interpreted, and explained to us ; 

and which, at our defire, are now lodged and depofited with the 

(rid Sir William Johnfon, Baronet: And for and ia confidera- 

tion of the fum of 5s. lawful money, worefaid, to us in hand 

paid by the faid Wiliam Trent, thereceipt whereof wedo hereby 

chmowlecge, to give, grant, bargain, and fell unto his faid 

Jetty, his heirs and faccetfours, to and for the only ufe, be- 

refit, and behoof of the (aid Walhiam ‘Trent, in his own right 

end as attorney aforefaid. all that tract or parcel of land, be- 

ginning at the foutherly five of the mouth of Little Kankawa 

cree, where it emptics itfelf into the river Ohio, and running 
the Lau- 

rel Hill until it flrikes the river Monongceh la, thence down the 

flream of the faid river Monongehela, according to the feveral 

courtes thereof, to the fouthern boundary line of the province 
of 
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of Pennfylvania; thence wefterly along the courfe of the faid 

province boundary line, as far asthe fame fhall extend, and 

from thence by the fame courfe to the river Ohio, thence down 

the faid river Ohio, according to the feveral courfes thereof, to 

the place of beginning: tog ther with all and fingular the trees, 

woods, underwoods, mines, minerals, ores, waters, water-courfes, 

fihings, fowlings, huntings, profits, commodities, advantages, 

rights, liserties, privileges, hereditaments and appurtenances 

whatfoever, to the faid traét or parcel of land b:tonging, ‘or in 

any ways appertaining ; or which now arc or formerly have beea 

accepted, reputed, taken, known, ufed, occupied or enj>yed, 

to or with the fame, or as p2rt, parcel, or member-thereof, ana 

the reverfion and reverfions, remainder and remainders, rents, 

ifues, and profits, of all and fingular the f2id premifes above 

mentioned, and every part or parcel thereof with the appurte- 

nances: And alfo all the eftate, mght, title, intereft, property, 

claim, and demand whatfoever ; whether native; legal, or equi- 

tible, of us the faid Indians, and exch and every of us, and of 

all and every other perfon and perfons whatfoever; of or be- 

Jonging to the faid nations, of, in, to, and ont of all and fingu- 

lar tne premifes above mantioned: and of, in, to, aid out of 

every part and parcel thercof, wit the appurtenances ; to have 

and to hold, all and fingular the (aid traét, parcel and parcels 

of land, given, granted, and bargained premifes with their ap- 

purtenances, unto his faid Majetiy King George the third, his 

heirs and fucceffours, but to and for tre only ufe, benefit, and 

behoof of the faid Wi'liam:Trent, in his own right, and as at- 

toracy aforefaid, his heirs and affigns for ever: And the faid 

Abraham, Seanghois, Saquarifera, Chenangheata, Tagaaia, 

and Gauftarax, for themfelves, and for the Six United Nations, 

and all and every other nation and nations, tribes, tributaries, 

and dependants on the faid Six United Nations, and their and 

every of tueir pofterities, the faid trast and parcel of land and 

premifes, and every part thereof, againit them, the faid Abra- 

ham, Sennghois, Sagquarifera, Crenaugheata, Tagaaia, and 

Gufiarax ; and againft the Six United Nations, ani their tribu- 

tariesand dependants, and all and-every their pofleritics, to his 

faid Majefiy, his heirs and fucceffours, but to and for the only 

ufe, benefit, and behoot of the faid William Trent, in his own 

right, and as attorney aforeftid, his heirs and affigns, fhail and 

will warrant, and forever defend by thefe prefents: In witnefs 

whereof, we the faid chie’s and fachems, in behalf of ourfelves 

refpettively, and in behalf of the whole Six United Nations a- 

forefaid, have hereunto fet our hands and feals, in the prefence 

of the perfons fubfcribing as witneffes hereunto, at a Congrefs 

held at Fort Stanwix aforefaid, this third day of November, ia 

the ninth year of his Majefly’s reign, and in the year of our 

Lord onethoufand feven hundred and fixty eight. 
The mark of his nation, 

Abraham, or t chief of (L. S.) the Mohawks 

‘Tyahanefera, The ficel. 
W Ua 
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The mrrk of his nation. ~ 
Willtam, or 2 chief of (L. S$.) the Oneidas. 
Sennghois. ¢ The ftone. 

The mark of his nation. 
Hendrick, or chief of (L. S.) the Tufcaroras. 
Saquarifera, ¢ The crofs. 

The mark of his nation. 

Bunt, orChe-2 chief of (L. S.) the Onondagas. 

naugheata, t The mountain. 

The mark of his nation. 
Tagaaia, chief of (L. S.) the Cayugas. 

The pipe. 
The mark ef his nation. 

Gauftarax, chief of (L. S.) the Serecas, 
The high hill. 

Sealed and delivered in the prefence of us, 
William Franklin, Governor of New- Jerfey. 
Frederick Smith, Chief Juftice of New Jerfey. 
Thomas Walker, Commifioner for Virginia. 

H > 

Taker Tilphaiay of the Council of Pennfylvania. 

Jobn Skinner, Captain in the 7oth regiment. 
Jofeph Chew, of Connesticut. 
John Weatherhead, of New: York. 
John Walker, of Virginia. 
KB, Fitch, of Connetticut. 
Thomas Walker, Jun. of Virginia. 
ohn Butler, Interpreter for the Crown. 

On the 7th dy of January, in the year of our Lord 1769, be- 
fore me Ifaac Jones, efq. Mayor of the city of Philadelphia, 
came the Rev. Richard Peters, reftor of the two United Chur- 
ches of Chrift Church and St. Peters, in Philadelphia, one 
of the fub(cribing witne!es to the within written deed, and made 
oath on the Holy Evangelifts of Almighty God, that he was pre- 
fent, and did fee the within named Abraham, or Tyahanefera, 
a chief of the Mohawks; William, or Sennghois, a chief of the 
Oneidas. Hendrick, or Saquarifera, a chief of tee Tufcororas ; 
Bunt, or Chenaugieata, a chief of the Onondagas; Tagaaia, a 
chief of the Cayugas, and Gauftarax, a ciief of the Serecas, 
mike the feveral marks in the within written decd, againft their 
refpective names, placed as the perticulir mark of each nation ; 
and did alfo fee the faid Abr:ham, or Tyahanefera; William, or 
Seanghois. Hendrick, or Saquarifera; Bunt, or Chenaughesta ; 
Tagaaia, and Gauiiarax, refpettively (eal, and as their att and 
deed, deliver in behalf of themfelves, and the feveral nations 
which they effe€tually reprefented, the within written deed poll ; 
and that the name Richard Peters, fubfcribed thereto as a wit- 

nefs of the fame, is of his own hand writing, and alfo, that the 
faid Richard Peters faw W. Franklin, Governour of New. Jerfey , 
Frederick Smith, chief juftice of New-Jerfey ; Thomas Walker, 

com: 
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Commiffioner for Virginia; James Tilghman, of the Council of 
Pennfylvania; John Skinner, C.pt. in tue zoth regiment; Jofeph 
Chew, of Connefticut; John Walker, of Virginia; E. Fitch, 
of Conn ticut ; Thomas Walker, jun. of Virginia; John Butler, 
Interpreter for the Crown, fubfcribe their names as witneffes 
likewife to the figning, fealing, and delivery of the within writ- 
ten deed poll. Witnefs my hand and feal, the day and year 
aforefaid. . 

; I. JONES, (L. 8.) 
Minutes of the Congrefs at Fort Stanwix, in 1768. 

At a General Congrefs heid with the Six Nations, Shawnofie, 
Delaware, Scnecas of Ohio, and their dependants, at Fort 

Stanwix, October 26, 1768. 
P RES EN T, 

The Honourable Sir William Johnfon, Baronet, Superinten- 
dant of Indian affairs; His Excellency William Franklin, Efq; 
Governour of the province of New-ferfey; Thomas Walker, 
Efq; Commiffioner from the colony of Virginia; Honourable 
Frederick Smyth, Chief Juttice of New-Jerfey ; Richard Peters 
and James Tilghman, E(quires, Commifioners feom the province 
of Pennfylvania; George Croghan and Daniel Clau&, Efquires, 
Deputy Agents of Indian affairs. Guy Johnfon, Efq; Deputy 
Agent and Sécretary of Indian e fairs; with fundry other Gen- 
tlemen fro the different colonies: John Butler, Efq, Mr. 
Andrew Montour, and Mr. Philip Phillips, Interpreters for the 
Crown. 
INDIAN CHIEFS PRESENT. Mohawks,:-Abra- 

ham, Kanadagaya, Kendrick, Areghiadecka, Kayenqueregor, 
Tobarihoga, Onohario, etc. etc. etc. Onondagas,-The Bunt, Tewa- 
ruit, Diaguanda, Tawathughti, etc. etc. etc, Senecas,---- 
Gauftarax, Onongot, etc. etc. etc. Oneidas,--Canagiquiefon, 
Nicholafera, Senughfis, Gajuheta, Tagawaron, etc. etc. etc. % 
Cajugas,--Tagaaia, Skavarady, Atrawawna, etc. etc. etc. Tuf- 
caroras,---Saquarifera, Kanigot, Tyagawehe, eétc. etc. etc. 
Mingos of Ohio. Snawneffe,--eneviffica. Delawares, Killbuck, 
Turtleheart, etc. etc. etc. 

Brethren, ; 
HEARKEN toms, who have good words tuo fpeak to 

you, fuch as are for the benedt of your whole confederacy, and 
of your childrea yet unborn. 

You all remember, that three years ago I fignified to you his 
Majefty’s defire to etablith a boundary tine between his people 
and yours; and that we then agreed together, how fome part 
of that line fhould run, whenever the fame cine to be fettled. 
You all, T am hopeul, recolleé tae reafons [then gave you 

for making fuch a bound ry  veverthelefs, I thall agam repeat 
them. You know, brethrea, that the encroachments upon your 
lands have been always one of your principal fubje&s of com- 
Plaint; and thet, fo far as it could be done, enceavours have 
hot been wanting for your obtaining redref. But it was a dif. 
cult tafk, and genersily unfuccefsful . for although the provinces 
have bounds between each other, there are mo certain bounds 

between 
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between them and you, 2nd thereby, not only feveral of our peo- 

pie, ignorant in Indiin ufairs, have advanced too far into your 

country, but alfo mzny of your own people, through the want { 

of {uch a line, nave beta deceived ia the fales they have made, } 

or in the limits taney oave fet to our vefpective claims. Tunis j 

brethren, isa fad cafe, which has frequeatly given us much 

trouble, and turned maiy of your heads, buat it ts likely to 

continue fo, uotil fome boards are agreed to, fixed upon, and 

rade public between us. ‘Phe great, tie good King of England, 

my mafter, whofe friendihip and tender reyard for your interefts 

I wifh you may ever hold tu remembrance, has, amongit other 

inftances of his geodicfs, after tong deliberation on fome means 

for your relicf, and for preventing future difputes concerning 

lands, at length refolved upon fixing a general boundary line 

é between his fubjects and you, and that in fuch a manner its fhall 

be moft agreeable to you; in confequence of which, I have re- 

ceived his royal comminds to calt you together for the eftablifh- 

ment thereof; and after confering with the governments inte- 

refted hereupon you now fee before you the Governour of the 

Terfeys, the commiffioners on behalf of Aferegoa, Governour of 

Virginia, and commiffioners from Fennfylvania, in order to give 

you the firongeft affurances on behalf of their refpettive govern- 

ments, of their refolutions to pry due regard to what thall be 

now entered into; the prefence of fo many great men will givea 

fanétion to the tranfadtion, and caufe the fame to be known as far 

as the Englifh name extends. His Majefty has dirctted me to 

give you a handfore proof of his generofity, proportioned to the 

nature and extent of what lands fhall fall to him. Upon the 

whole, I hope that your deliberations will be unanimous, and ° 

your refolutions fuch as his Majeity may confider as prools of i 

your gratitude for all his favours. A fine new Belt. 4 

‘*” The importance of this afair now before us, requires the moft 

ferious attention; I willnot burthen you with any other fubjec 

until this is generally fettled, and therefore we fhall adjourn 

that you may have time to think of it, and come fully prepar- 

‘ ed to give an agreeable anfwer. 

Then Abraham, Chief of the Mohawks, after repeating what 

‘ Sir William had faid, addreffed him, 

{ Brother, 
WE give you thanks for what you have faid to us at this time; 

jt ig a weighty affair, and we fhall, agreeable to your defire, 

tale it into our moft ferious confideration. We are glad that fo 

many great men are affembled to bear witnefs of the tranfaction ; 

znd we are now refolved to retire and confult on a proper an- 

{wer to be given to all you have faid ; and fo foon as we have a- ‘ 

rreed upon it, we fall give you notice, that we may agin af- 

femble aud mike it known to you, and we are atl much obliged 

to you, that you have directed us to attend to this great affair 

alone at this time, that our minds might not be burthened or 

diverted from it by attending to ally thing elfe. 
ER A, A SD 
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‘*T a General Congrefs held at Fort Stanwix witi the Six Na- 

FAtions and other Indians, on Tuefday November the zit, 1768- 

PRESENT asat the former Meeting. 

The Indians being all feated, they defired to know, whether Sir 

William was prepared to hear them ; and on being anfwered in 

the affirmative, the Speaker ftood up, and fpoke as follows : 

Brother, 
WE are hopeful that you will not take it amifs that we have 

delayed till now our publick anfwer on the fubject you recom- 

mended to us; this was a great and weighty matter, requiring 

long deliberation, and fhould not be undertaken lightly ; we have 

accordingly corfidered it, and are now come to give you our fi- 

nal refolutions thereon, to which we beg your attention. 

Brother, 
W E remember, that onour firft meeting with you, when you 

came with your thip, we kindly received you, entertained you, 

and entered into an alliance with you, though we were then great 

and numerous, and your people inconfiderable and weak; and 

we know that we entercd intoa covenant-chain of bark with you 

and faftened your fhip therewith , but being apprehenfive the bark 

would break, and your fhip be loft, we made one of iron, and 

held it faft, that it fhould not flip from us; but perceiving the 

former Chain was liable to ruft, we made a filver chain to guard 

egainftit. “Then, Brother, you arofe, renewed that chain, which 

began to look dull, and have for many years taken care of our 

affairs by the command of the great King, and you, by your 

labours, have polithed that chain fo that it has looked bright, 

and is become known to all nations; for all which we fhall ever 

regard you, and we are thankful to yo® in that you have takea 

fuch care of thefe great affairs, of which we are always mindful, 

and we do now, on our parts, renew and ftrengthen the covenant 

chain, by which we will abide, fo long as you thall prelerve ity 

ftrong and bright on your part. A Bele. 

Brother, 
WE are glad that you have opened the rivers and cleared the 

roads, as it is foneceffary to us both. We were promifed, that, 

when the war was over, we fhould have trade in plenty, goods 

cheap, and honeft men to deal with us : and that we fhould have 

proper perfons to manage all this. We hope, that thefe pro- 

mifes will never be forgot, but that they will be fully performed, 

that we thall feel the Lenefits of an intercourfe between-us, that 

the roads and waters may be free and open to us all, to go to 

the fouthward, or for onr friends from thence, with whom we 

are nowat perce, to vifit us; that we may Lave proper perfons: 

in our Countries to manage affairs, and {miths to mend our arms 

and implements ; and in the expectation of this, we do now, 

on our parts, open the roads and waters, and promife to afift 

in keeping them fo. A Belt. 

Then, atter repeating all that had been faid concerning the fine, 

the Speaker proceeded, 
Brother, 

We have long confidered this propofal for a boundary between 
U3, 
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us, and wethink it will be of goodconfequence, if you, on your : 
parts, pay a due regard toit: and we, in confequence thereof, 
have had fundry meetings amongft ourfelves and with you. and 
from all that you have faid to us thereon, we have at length 

; come to a final refolution concerning it, and we hope that what 
is now agreed uponjfhall be inviolably obferved on your parts, 
as we cre determined it fhall be on ours; and that no farther at- 
tempts will be mide on our lands, but that this line be confider- 
ed as final; and wedo now agree to the line we have marked upon 
your map, now before you, on certain conditions on which we bony lk 
have fpoken, and fhall fay more, and we defired that one article of % 
this our agreement be, that none of the provinces, or their peo- 
ple, fhall attempt to invade it, under colour of any old deeds, or 
other pretences whatfoever; for in many of thefe things we have 
been impofed on, and therefore we difclaim them all. Which 

® bounds, now agreed to, we begin on the Obio, at the mouth of 
‘ the Cherokee river, which isnow our juft right: and from thence 

we goupy, onthe fouth fide of the Ohio, to Kattaning, above 
\ Fort Pitt, from thence a direét line to the neareft fork of the 

Weft Branch of Sufquehanna, thence through the Alegany moun- 
tains, Qiong the fuuth fide of the faid Weft Urench, ull we come 
oppofite to the mouth of the creck called ‘Ciadagaton, thence 
acrofs,the Weft Branch, and along the e2ft fide of that creek, 
and along the ridge of Burnet’s hills, to a creek called Awaudae, 
thence down the {me to the Each Branch of Sufquehanna, and 
acrofs the fame, and up the eaft fide of that river toQwegy from 
thence eafiward to Delaware river, and up that river to oppofite 
where Tianaderrah falls into Sufquehanna ; thence to Tianader- 
rah, and up the weft fide thereof, and its weft branch, to the 
head thereof: theace by a ftraight line to the mouth of Canada 
creek, where it empties itfelf into Wood creek, at the end of the 

glong carrying place beyond Fort Stanwix. Ard tis we declare 
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to be cur inal refolves, and we expect that the conditions of this 
our grant will be obferved. A Belt. 

Brother, 
NOW as we have made fo large a ceffion to the King of 

fach a valuable and extenfive co ntry, we do expect it as the 
terms ofouragreement, that ftri€t regard be paidto all our rea(o- 
nable defires. We do now, on this cafe, on bebalf and ia the 
name of all our warriors of every nation,---Condition, that our 
warriors fhall have the liberty of hunting throughout the country, 
as they have no other tneans of fubfiflaace; and as your people 
have not the fame occafions or inclinations, that the white peo- 
ple be refiri€ted from huntiug on our fide of the line, to prevent 
contention between us, A Belt. 

Prother, 
BY this belt we addrefs ourfelves to the great King of En- 

gland, through you our fuperintendant, in the name and in be- 
half of all the Six Nationss, Shawneffe, Lelawares, and all 
otner our fr.ends, allies, and dependants, we now tell the King 
that we have given to him a great and valuable country, and 
we Know that what we fhall now get for it muit be tar thort of 

its 

L se Sa ma tictito, a rile get? 

~~ 
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its value; We mrke it a condition of this our agreement con- 

cert g the line, tuat his majefy will not forget or negle:t to 
fhew us his favour, or fucfer tve Cuain to contrift raft; but 

that he will direct chofe wao have the rainagemen: of our a Fairs 

to be punctual in renewing our > :ci2nt agreciments ; Taat >» tne 

Mohiwks are now within toe Hine whicn we give to tie King, 

and tnat tiucfe people are the trus oid beads of the whole confe- 

deracy, their fev rl V iages, and all tie land they occupy un- 

pitended about them, a8 a.fo tue reid: es of any other of our 

confederacy affected by tuis fefhon, fiiall be confidered as ti¢ir 

fole property, and ct their difpofal, bot now and fo long as the 
fun fhines and that ail grantsor eagigemeats they have now or 
Jatcly entered inco, th li be confideret as independant of this 

bound iy* fothat trey who have fo little left, may not lofe the 

benefit of t-¢ file of it, but thatthe people with whom they have 

agreed, miy have the land, We Jikewife farther condition, om 

be alt of ali tue six “ations, aud of all ourallies, friends, aad 
nep.ews, ourd:pendants, that as we have expegicnced how dif- 
ficuit it is to get juitics, or to mk? our complaints knowns and 
thet iris not in ts€ power of our fuperintendant to tike care of 
our if irs in diferent places without tue King’s help; that his 
Maje(ty will give him help and flrength to do us juftice, and to 
minage our affairs ina proper manner. We all know the want 
of this, and we make it a point of great confequeac*, oa which 
this our prefent agreement is todepend, and without which af- 
firs wili go wrong, and our heads m:y be turned. 

Brother, 
W B iikewife defire that 15 we have now given wp great deal 

of jards within the bounds that Mr. Penn claimed a right of 
buyiig} that he may, in confequence of the agreementt now 
encercd into betwecn us, enjoy what we have given within them 
limits. And as we know that Lidius of Albiny did, inthe name 
of {sveral perfons, lay claim to lands in Pennfylvania, whirh we 
know to be unjnft, and that the deeds he pretends a right to 
were invalid, we expect that no regard will be paid to them, 
or any fuch claims, nowor hereafter, as we have fairly fold them to 
the proprietors of Pennfylvapia, to whom alone we fhall fell 
lands within that province; and we fill now give them a ded 
for that and other Jands there. And in order to fhew that we 
Jove juftice, we expect the tr:ders who futered by fome of our 
dependants in the wars five years ago, may have a grant for th? 
lands we now give them dows Ohio, as a fatisfaction for their lol- 
fes; and as our friend Mr. Croghan long go Sot a deed for lands 
from us,* which may now be taken into Mr. Penn’s lind’s; 

’ Cc fhould 

* This related to landson the Sufquehanna. ete. 
§ Mr. Penn claimed this pre-emtion in virtue of King Charles’s 

charter to him, ef the 4thef Mareh, 1681, and of an aét of af- 
fembly ef Penufylvania, paffed ia 1700, prohibiting all perfons, 
except himfelf and his heirs, €rom buying any binds from the na- 
tives within the limits thereof. ; : 

t The proprietors of Pennfylvania bought of the Six Nations, 
a large tratt of country at this Congrefs. anc on receiving tleir 
deed of conveyance for the fame the faid proprietors paid te Six 
Nations 10,000 Spanifh milled dollars, being the confiderzation 
money for the faid tract. - 

Sil 

a 
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{hould it fo happen, we requeft that it may be confidered, and 

that he may g¢t as much from the King fomewhere elfe, as he 

fairly bought it. And as we have given enovgh to fhew our love 

for the king, and make his people eafy, in the next place, we 

expedt, that no old claims, which we difavow, or new encroach- 

ments may be allowed of. 
Brother, 

We have now gone through this matter, and we have fhewn our- 

felves ready to give the King whatever we could reafonably fpare ; 

we on ovr parts, exprefs our regard for him, and we hope for 

his favour in return. Our words are flrong and our refolutions 

firm, and we expett that our requefts will be complied with, 1n- 

a{much as we have fo generoufly complied with all that has been 

defired, as far as was confiftent with our intereft. A Belt. 

Al a general Congrefs held at Fort Stanwix with the Six Na- 

tions, and other Indians, on Friday, November 4, 1768. 

PRESENT, as at the former Meeting. 

SIR WILLIAM, at the defire of the Gentlemen commifficners 

from Pennfylvania, acquainted the Indians, that they, thecom- 

miffioners, had a prefent ready to the amount of five hundred 

dollars, to give in full (atisfaction of the Conoftoga lands, which, 

by the death of that people, became vefted in the proprictors. 

‘Fhat they freely gave this fum, esa farther proof of the regard 

of that province for them aud of their concern for the unhappy 

fate of the Conoftogas. Then Sir William told the Indians, that 

as the proprietaries did not know, whether they would chocfe 

money 9r goods for the addition of land to Pennfylvania, they 

were then unprovided ; but that Sir William Johnfon would be 

anfwerable for the fpeedy peyment of the purchafe, and would 

propofe to them, either to receive it in morey, to be fent on the 

commiffioners return, or in goods as fpeedy as poffible, or to 

wait tillnext {pring, by which time they could have goods better, 

and more for the fame money from England, which was fubmit- 

ted to their determination. 

As it grew late, Sir William difmiffed the Indiaus till the next 

day, when they were to fubfcribe to the deed of ceffion, and re- 

ceive the confideration. 
At night the Chisfs came to Sir William, and told him, that 

they had confidered the propofal made by the commiffioners of 

Pennfylvania, and they preferred the receiving the purchafe in 

cafh, as the fpeedieft payment: which was agreed to, and fecu- 

rity given, that the fame flould be paid in fix weeks. 
rihlbsiiris wai sansa 

AT a Congrefs with the feveral Nations, Saturday, November 

5, 1768. 
PRESEN T, as before. 

THE deed to his Majefly, that to the proprietors of Penn- 

fylvania, with that to the traders, being then laid on the table, 

were executed in the prefence of the Governor, commiMfioners, 

and the reft of the gentlemen. 
After which, the Chiefs of each nation received the cafh, which 

was piled on a table for that purpofe, and then proceeded to di 

vide the goods amongft their people, which occupied the remain: 

der of that day. 
Pp. M. The Governour and commiffioners took leave, end re- 

turned to their refpettive provinces ; and that night Sir William 
took 
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took leave of the chiefs, recommending it to them to remember 

what had been then tranfaéted, and cautioning them againft com- 

miting any diforders at their departure, but to pack up their 

goods and return home in peace and good order. 

To all to whom thefe prefents fhall come, or may concern. 
E the Sachems and Chiefs of the Six Confederate Nati- 
ons, and of the Shawaneffe, Delawares, Mingoes of Ohio, 

aud other dependant tribes, on behalf of ourfelves and of the 
reft of our féveral nations, the chiefs and warriors of whom are 

now here convenedby Sir William Johnfon, Baronet, his Ma jet 

ty’s Superintendant of our affairs, fend greeting : 
WHEREAS his Majefty was gracioufly pleafed to 

propofeto us in the year one thoufand feven hundred and fixty 
five, that a boundary lire fhould be fixed between tne Englifh 
and us, to afcertain and eftablift our limits, and prewent thofe: 
iMtrufions and encroachments, of which we had fo long and loud- 
ly complained; and to put a ftop to the many fraudulent ad- 
vantages which had been fo often taken of us: which boundary 
appearing to us a wife and good meafure, we did then agree to 
a part of aline, and promiled to fettle the whole finally, when- 
foever Sir William Jonnfon fhould be fully impowered to treat 
with us for that purpofe. 

And whereas tris ftid Majefiy hrs at length given Sir William 
Tolnfon orders to compleat the faid boundary line betwe n the 
provinces and the Indians; in ccatormity to which orders, Sir 
William Johnfon has coavened the chiefs and warriors of our re- 
{pective nations, who are the true aad abfolute proprietors of 
the lands in queftion, and who are here now to a very covfider- 
able number. 

And whereas many uneafinefies doubts have arifen amongft us, 
which have given rife to an apprehenfion that the line may not 
be ftriétly obferved on the part of the Englifh, in which cafe 
matters may be worfe than before ; which apprekenfion, toge- 
ther with the dependant ftate of fome of our tribes, and other 
circumftances, retarded the fettlement, and became the tubjett of 
{ome debate ; Sir William Johnfon has at length fo far fatisfiect 
us uponit, as to induce us to come to an agreement concerning: 
the line, which is now brought to a concluiion, the whole being; 
fully explrined to us in a large affembly for our people, before 
Sir William Jobnfon, and in prefence of his Bixcel!> 5 
veraor of New-Jerfey, the commiftiovers from the provil i 
giniaand Peanfylvasia, and fuadry other gentlemen, by which line 
fo agreed upon, aconfiderable traét of country along feveral pro- 
vinces, 2 by us ceded to his faid Majefly, which we are induced to, 
and do hereby ratify and confirm to his faid Majefly, from the ex- 
pettation and confidence we place in his royal goodnefs, thathe will 
gracioufly comply with cur humble requctis, as thefameare expre!- 
fed in the fpeech of the feveral nations * addreffed to his Majefly, 
through Sir William Johnfon, on Tuefday the firft day of the 
prefent month of November, wher:in we have declared our ex 
pectations of the continuance of his Wlajefly’s favour, and our 
defire that our ancient eugagemonts be ebferved, and our affairs 
attended to by the officer who has the management thereof, e:- 

j 

abling him to dicharge all the matters properly for cur intedelt : ae 
That the lands occupied by the Mohawks around their villages, | 

as j 
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as well 25 by any other nation affected by this our cefion, may 

eite€tually remain to them and to their pofierity; and that any 

engagem its r:garding property, which they may now be under, 

my be profecuted, aud our prefent grants § deemed valid on cur 

parts, with the feveral other humble requeils contained in cur 

faid {peech . 
AND WHEREAS at the fettling of the faid line, it ap- 

peared that the line defcr bed by his Majefty’s order, was not 

txtended to tue northward of Owegy, or to the fouthward of 

Great Kinhawa river, we have agreed to, and continued the 

line to tie northward, ona fuppofition that it was omitted, by 

reafon of our not having come to any determination concerning 

its courfe, at a Congtefs beld in 1765. And inafmuch as the 

line to the northw rd, becxme the molt neceffary of any, fer pre- 

venting encroschmeits, on our very towns and refidences; and 

we have given this line more f:vourably to Pennfylvania, for the 

realons aud confiderstions menticned in the treaty We have 

likewife continued it fouth to the Cherokee river, becaule the 

fame is) end wedo ueclire if to be our true bounds with the fou- 

thern Indians, and that ve h. ean undoubted rigit to the coun- 

“try as far fouth as that river, which makes our ceffon to his 

Majefly muc.s more advantageous than that propefed. Now 

therefore, know ye, that we the {-chems and chits aforemen- 

tioned, native I:divns and proprietors of the lands hereafter de- 

{cribed, for and in behalf of cur‘elves and the whole of our con- 

fe'eracy, for the confid-rations herein before mentioned, and al- 

fo for and in confid ration of the valuable prefent of the fevera! 

articles in ufe amongft Indiins, whice, together with a large fum 

of moncy, amounts in the whole, tothe fum of ten thoufand 

four hundred aud fixty pounds feven fhillings and three pence 

fterling, to us now delivered, and paid by Sir William Johrfon, 

Baronet, his Majefly’s cle agent and fupcrintendant of Indian 

affairs for the northern departmert of America, in the name and 

behalf of our Sovereign Lord George the third, by the grace of 

God, of Great-Britain, France and Ireland King, ce ender of 

the faith; the receipt whereof we do Lereby acknowledge: we 

the faid Indians, have for us our heirs and fuccefours, granted, 

bargained, fold, releafed, and confirmed, and by thefe prefents 

do grant, bargain, fell, releafe, and confirm, unto our faid So- 

vercign Lord King George the Third, ail that tractof land fitu- 

‘ate in Nerth-America at the back of the Pritith fettlements, 

bounded by a line which we have now agreed upen, and do here- 

by eftablifh as the boundary between us and ihe Britifh Colo- 

nies in America , begining at the mouth of the Cherokee or Ho- 

gohege river, wrereit empties into the river Ohio, and running 

from thenee upwards along the fouth fide of the faid river to Cit- 

tanning, which is above Fort Pitt. from thence by a direct line 

to the neareft fork of the weft branch of Safquehanna, thence 

through the Allegany mountains along the fonth fide of the faid 

wef: brinch, til it comes oppofite to the mouth of the creck 

called Tiadaghton ; thence acrofs the weft branch and alceng 
the 

ee span ign teenth 

§ The grants they thea made, and which are here alluded to, 

were as follows: one to Mr. Trent; one to George Croghan, 

Efq; and one to Meflrs. Penns, proprietors of the province of 

Pennfylvinia. 
} See page 2. 
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the fouth fide of that creek, and along the north fide of Burnet’s 
hills, to acreek called Awandae, thence down the fame tv the 
ea} brancn of S fquehanns, and acrofs tue fame, and up the eait 
fide of tait river to Owegy ; from thence caft to Delaware river, 

. and upthat river tooppofite wiere Tianaderha falls into Sufque- 
hana thence to Tianaderha, and up the weft fide thereof and the 
wet fid: of its weft branch, to the head thereof; and thence by a 
direct ine t» Canad. cre-k, where it empties into Wood cree at 
the weltend ofthe carrying pi ce beyond Fort Stanwix, aad extend- 
ing ¢ .ftward fromevery part of the faid line as far as thelands for- 
merly purchafed, fo as to comprehend the whele of the lands bc- 
tween the f id line and the purchafed linds or fettlements, ex- 
cept waitis within the province of Pennfylvania, together with all 
the hereditaments and appurtenances to the f.me belonging or 
appertaining, in the fulleft and mofi ample manner. and ail the 
eltate, right, title, intereft, property, poffeftion, benedt, claim, 
and demand, eitherin law or equity, of each and every us, 
of, in, orto the fame, or any part thereof, to have and to hold 
the whole lands end premites hereby granted, bargained, fol’, 
releaCed, and confirmed asaforefaid, with the hereditaments at d 
appurtenances thereunto belonging, under the refervations made 
in the treaty unto our Cid Sovereign Lord King George tue 
third, nis hews and fucceffours, to and for his and their own pro- 
per ufe and behoof forever. In witnefs whereof, we the chiefs 
of the confederacy, have hereunto fet our mar'ts and feals, at 
Fort Stanwix, the 5th day of November, 1768, in the ninth year 
of his Majeity’s reign. f 

Sealed and delivered in ‘ 
the prefence of us 

—— es, 

y of 

prcineninins eeegerene 
¢ A T a Congrefs held at the German Flats, in the province of 

New-York, with the Six Nations of Indians, in July 1770, 
by Sir Williim Johnfon, Baronet, his Majetiy’s tole agent and fuperintendant of Indian affairs, etc. etc. 

** He fpoke to them as follows: 
“ Brothers, 
** The King my mafler having received all the papers and pro- ceedings relative to the gre t treaty at Fort Stanwix, to- 

gether with the deed of ceffon waich you then executed to him, has laid them before his council of great men, and 
after confidering the whole of it, has fignified to me, (which I hope w:ll be deemed a farther infiasce ot his paternal goodnefs,) that he did not require the land fo far to the fouthwayd (28 the Cherokee river) if it was of the leaft inconvenience tathis children, whofe intereft ne has fo much at heart. He has, at length, in compliance with your own defires, as tranfiitred by me, and 
the public grant thet you made, irmpowered me to ratify the fame, by letters [ have received from the Lord (the Earl of Hill. boroug!:) who is ene of his M Yefly’s Secretary's, (holding his 
Lordinip’s leiter in his hand,) which t now purpote to do. You 

of whieh this (fhewing a copy) isa true copy.--. You all know it was executed ina public mee ting of the grcateit number of Indians that has ever (teen) affermbled within the time of our remembrance, and that all wio had any Peetentions were duly fummoned to it, ete.” 

‘To 
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‘To which the Six Nations anfwered ; 

** Brother Goragh Warraighiyagey, 
** We are now met together ia full council, to anfwer you, 

concerning what you laft {poke to us, about the King’s having 
received our deed, and the proceedings at Fort Stanwix, with his 
rat ification of the fame, with which we are highly pleated.” 
Counfellor DAGGE’s opinion on the Indian grant of Jands 

to Wiiliam Trent and others, viz. 
HE writers on jurifprucence agree in the propofition “that 

T the original right to all kinds of property arofe from pre- 
occupancy, and that in a ftate of nature every one might poffefs 
himfelf ot, and retain any vacant fubjett.” 

The firft occupant hid a right to grant, cede, or transfer the 
fubjett he had poffeffed him/eif of, to fuch perfons, and upon 
fuch terms, as he thought proper; and if before fuch grant, cef- 
fion or transfer the occupant died, his property defcended to his 
children. ‘The right of tranfmitting property always refided in 
the owner, and civil inflitutions only prefcribed the mode of 
carrying taat right into eifeét. 

Ti that period of fociety when countries were formed, and their 
boundaries fixed, we find that different ciflritts were appropria- 
ted to the native owners, the firk occupants, or in cafe of vacant 
or dercliét land's to the firft difcoverers. From thofe original pro- 
prietors each country was tranfmitted to other proprietors, by 
the confent or by the conqueft of the prefent owners. 

In the cafe under confideration, I am of opinion that the In- 
dians of the Six Nations appear to have been entitled to the lands 
in queftion from preoccupancy, or from conqueft ; but however 
their right accrued, they are acknowledged inexprefs words by 
the ceed of ceifion to the Crown, made at Fort Stanwix, No- 
vember 5th, 1768, tohave been at that time the true and abfo- 
Jute proprietors of the lands in queftion; and fo they were alfo 
acknowledged to be in the public negociations between England 
and Feance, inthe year 1755, and fo alfo, as is {tated in the cafe, 
feveral treaties of peace and commerce entered into with particu- 
}ir nations or, tribes of Indians by the Englith nation, confider 
and treat the natives or occupiers as the lawful pofleffors and 
owners of the countries they refpectively occupy. 

The deed of ceffion to the Crown, on the 5th of November, 
7768, was made in confideration of 10,460]. 7s. 3d. flerling, then 
paid to the Six United Nations, and for other confiderations menti- 
onsd and expreifed in that deed and the treaties previous and 
preparatory to it. 

This deedyof cefiion, the conveyance to Mr. Trent, ord the 
treaties in 1785 and 1768, muft be confiderec together, es they 

ehery and depredations of fome of their tributary or dependant 
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them fome lands near Fort Pitt. That «* the Conprefs and trea- 
ty in November 1768, held at Fort Stanwix, the chiefs and ( 
chems of the Six United Nations again took this matter under 
their confideration, and upon the firil day of that month cxpreff- 
ly declared, that ‘in order to fhew that they loved juftice, 
“ they expected, that the traders who fuffered by fome of their 
“* dependants in the war five years fince, might have a grent for 
** the lands tiey then gave them down Ohio, asa fatisfaction for 
“ their lofies.”? 
On the 3d day of the fame month of November, the Six Na- 

tions, by their fachems and chiefs executed the conveyance to 
Mr. Trent, which proceeds upon a recital, that he had been 
impowered by feveral letters of attorney from the fui ring tra 
ders named in the faid deed, to afk, folicit, demand, aud re- 
ceive from the Six Nations a grant of a tra& of land as a fatis- 
falion, coinpenfation, in retribution for the goods, merohan- 
dife, and effetts of the faid William Trent, and of the (aid feve- 
ral traders which the faid Shawneffe, Deéaware end Huron 
tribes, tributariss of the faid Six Nations (contrary to all good 
faith, and ip violation of their repeated promifes of fafety and 
protection to the traders, their fervants and eifetts, while trad- 
ing iMtheir country) did violently feize upon, and unjuftly 
appfOpriate to their own wfe. ‘The deed then declares that ia 
confideration of the fum of 85,9161. 1s. 8d. lawful money of tre 
Province of New-York, the fame being the 2mount of the foods 
and merchandife which were unjuftly feized and taken from tle 
traders as aforefaid, whereof juft and fair accounts on oath and 
affirmation had becn produced, interpreted and explained to 
them, and which at their defire were then lodged ard cepcfited 
wit) the faid Sir William Johnfon. The chiefs and fachems of 
the faid Six United Nations, for the faid confiderations, and in 
confideration of ss. did give, grant, bargain and fell unte his 
Majefty, bis heirs and fucceffours, to and for the only ufe, be- 
nefit, and behoof of the faid William Trent, in his own. right, 
and as attorney aforefaid, all that tract of Jand defcribed in the 
conveyance. , To hold unto his Majefty, his heirs and fuccef- 
fours, but to and for the only ufe, benefit, and behoof of the 
faid William Trent, in his own right, and as attorney aforefaid, 
his heirs and aftigns for ever. This ceed of conveyance feems 
to have been executed in the mot public manner, in the pre- fence of the King’s Governour of New-Jerfey, andthe commifi- 
oners from Virginia and Pennfylvania. And feveral other per- fons who attended the Congrefs, und etteiled the execution of this conveyances, which by that means received every degree of 
folemnity and fan@tion. 
On the sth day of the fame month of Wovember, 1768, the faid chiefs and fachems executed their deed of cefion to his Mt- 

jefly, of a large traé& of country upon the river Ohio. Tn this deed of ceflion the Indians exprefily ftipulite that their prefent grants (which words are explained in the minutes of Congre{s of November sth, where the traders deed is mentioned with the other grants then made) “ fhouid be deemed valid on their parts,’’ and they convey to the King, not only in confideration of the prefemt then made, and the inoncy then paid by the King a- Mounting to 10,450). 08. 2d. but alfo for (hc other confiderations in the deed. before mentio and the Habendum isto the Kipg, his heirs and (ucteffours. under e refervation made } ‘ i Oa MIRC i the trea- 
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ty fo that the deed of ceflion to the King virtually confrms the 
conveyance to@Mr. rent. Upon the whole,*E am of opinion 
that Mr. ‘Trent in hisown right, ane as attorney for tle traders, 
hath a good, Jaw‘ul and fufficient title to the land granted by 
the faid deed and ec. iaveyance, fubjeét only tothe King’s fovereign. 
ty over the fettlements to be cftablifhed thereon, and over'the in- 
habitants as Englith fubjects. y Pe 

Lincoln’s Inn, PAarch 20437755 * PR 
( Signed HENRY DAGGE, 

Serjeant GL YN’s opinion.» * «4 # 
'TIRELY cencur with Mr. Dagge inshis opinion orf 

5 cafe. The property of the foil conveyed to Mr. Trent, 
oimfelf and as attorney was certainly in the Six Nations, and 

-incideat to iat property, they hada power of aliénating and 
rringierring in‘any manner, or to any perfons, unlefs they* had 
oven réftrained by their own laws. ae 

In this cafethe f{upreme power of -the country refidet the 
fellers, whovhad tWerefore an abfolute power of alicnati » and 
the tranfaction being fair and open, ‘and for the exprefsapurpofe 
of domg an att “ome ts juftice, muft bind the Santos in 
good faith. If we fuppofe, taat the fovereignty of thédand Ait 
remainsin the Six Nations, the property of the foil multe in 
the grantee Mr. Trent, and. cannot without violence and¥in- 
juitice be taken from him. The very aét however of the fove- 
reign power of the Six Nations admit: a capacity in the frantee, . 
to.take under the deed according to their laws orufage,. and there 
is no law that I ever heard of, that reftrains the fubjects of the 
crown of England from purchafing in foreign domisisns, ‘The 
intention of the parties here appears to have bee to traritfer ‘ire 
fovereignty fo the crown of England by the fame infrument 
whereby the land wasconveyed. . This transfer of the foveliere nfyty 
is effeftual, it paffed, and is conSemed by the deéd of céffon to 
the crown, dated itwo days after; but fubject however*fo all the 
antecedent rights of property, the crown being entitled*ornly go 
the immediate property of vacant aad unappropriatet lands: but 
in this cafe thelands are abandonedyby the proprietors and con- veyed to the grantee., If the crown had.an original fovercignty, 
Rill the foit being the Propenty of the Six Nations, they and 
their alienee fhould be protected by that fovereignty in their pro- 
perty. If the crown acquired the fovereignty by the grant to 
Mr. Trent, or'by: the decd of -ceffion, the title of the grantee is 
then under the proteGianof the laws of England. . 
Upon the whole, I ait of opinion, that in everye way of con- 

fidering thiagate, the grant-to Mr. Trent is good, faMcient and 
lawful; and“ts under the proteétion of the laws of England. 

Serjeant?s Inn April 13, 1775. | 
( Signed ) JOHN GLYNN. 

H ‘AV ENG long fince carefully fudied’ thefe points, I concuy 
” fully with Councellor Dagge and Serjeant Glynn in their’ 

opinions as above delivered. 
Philadelphia, July 12, 1775. 

(Signed ) B. FRANKLIN. 
F R OM principles which appear to me very clear, Tconeyr in 

the above opinions. 
Philadelphia, July 29; 1°75. 

¢ Signed) P NENRY; Jun. 
: a ‘ 
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