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SIR JOSEPH BANKS
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Edited by WARREN R. DAWSON

FOREWORD

IN this Bulletin, Historical Series, Vol. 3, No 2, (1962), 139 letters were calendared
additional to those in the main work, The Banks Letters, published by order of the
Trustees in 1958. In the present part 64 further letters are presented. Most of
these are contained in a collection of miscellaneous papers relating to Sir Joseph
Banks which was acquired by the Department of Manuscripts of the British Museum
in 1963, and numbered Add. MS. 52281. To these are added a few letters from other
sources.

The method of presentation is the same as that of The Banks Letters, but as in the
First Supplement, explanatory notes have been added where necessary. The letters
from writers whose names already occur in the original work and/or in the first
Supplement, are numbered consecutively with those already calendared, and as
before, letters written by Banks himself are marked with an asterisk.

ASTLE, Thomas, F.R.S. (1735-1803) Keeper of Records, Tower of London.

1. Soho Square, 1802 Aug. 19.* He has great respect for Dr. Marcet and happy to
be useful to him ; in the present case, as the Governors of
Guy’s Hospital make their own decisions as to vacancies on
the staff, no opposition is likely.
B.M.(N.H.).t

Alexander John Gaspard Marcet, M.D., F.R.S., (1770-1822) was a candidate for the post
of Physician to Guy’s Hospital, and his friend Astle had asked for B.’s support to meet any
opposition there might be. Marcet was duly appointed.

BAILEY, Francis. (Of Newbury, Berkshire)

I. Soho Square 1799 June II.* States that there is little likelihood of any
person being engaged by the African Association, the funds
of which are limited and will not admit of more than one
person at a time being employed, and there is at present
one explorer in Africa ; reminds the applicant that he has

t Inserted in a copy of Edward Smith’s Life of Banks. An account of this book and of the documents

inserted in it, was published by Dr. Averil Lysaght in Journ. Soc. Bibl. Nat. Hist., Vol. 4, pt. 4 (1964),

Pp. 206~209. Edward Smith, published his book in 1911, and died at Whitstable, 13 Dec. 1919 in his 81st
year.
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given no account of his qualifications and experience ;
advises him to read Mungo Park’s book from which he
will learn the qualities and acquirements necessary to an
explorer in Africa.

Bodleian, MS. Autogr. d. 14. 2.

It is not known if Bailey renewed his application and furnished particulars of his
qualifications. He was never employed by the African Association.

BAUER, Franz Andreas, (1758-1840) Botanical Artist. (See B.L. p. 40).

3. Kew. 1813 Aug. 31. Declaration signed by Bauer that all the drawings
he has made are the property of B. fromwhomhehasreceived
anannualsalary ; he further declares that all future drawings
he shall make during the continuance of the salary shall
likewise be the property of B.

B.M. Add. MS. 52281. 107.

BRACKENBURY, Joseph (1753-1811). Clerk of the Peace for Lindsey (See
B.L. p. 149).

4. Spilsby 1792 June 4. Sends by command of the Duke of Ancaster a copy

of the printed Proclamation, dated 21 May, 1792, against

seditious propaganda.
B. B.Add. MS. 52281. 13.

The heading of the entry in B.L. 149 is to be amended as above.

BROUSSONET, Pierre Marie Auguste, F.R.S. (1764-1807) Botanist. (See
B.L.. p. 155).

134. Soho Square. [1789] May 1.* At yesterday’s meeting of the Royal Society,
the following were elected Foreign members : [Claude
Louis] Berthollet, [Pierre Simon, Marquis de] Laplace,
[Jean Dominique, Comte de] Cassini, [Adrien Marie] Le .
Gendre, and [Pierre Frangois André] Méchain ; [Antoine,
Baron] Portal had too many black balls, and if he means to
succeed, he must apply again at a future date; some felons
have refused pardons granted on condition of their settling
in Australia, as they seem to prefer death to banishment ;
the ship bringing curiosities for B. has not yet arrived, but
when it does so, he will send Br. a Kangaroo. [Follows
B.L. No 86]. "

St. Andrew’s University, Chemical Dept.
Miscellaneous MSS.}

t Formerly the property of the late Professor John Read, F.R.S,
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BUGGE, Thomas, F.R.S. (1740-1815). Astronomer. (See B.L. p. 183).

17. Copenhagen.

1812 May 12. Regrets the long interruption of his correspon-

dence, due to the war, for which he blames the English
Ministers ; the bombardment of the Danish capital caused
great damage to the University and the Cathedral ; his
own house was burned to the ground and the whole of his
library of 8000 volumes was destroyed ; his family for-
tunately escaped injury ; a young pupil of his, Lieut.
Wormskiold, well versed in botany and astronomy, has
made a scientific expedition to Greenland ; asks for B.’s
intervention to save his observations and collections, as
B. is regarded as the tutelary deity of Iceland, and he hopes
of Greenland also ; the collections have been landed at
Leith and he begs B. to recover them and house them in
his library ; the Observatory luckily suffered little damage.
[Irench].

Bodleian. MS. Eng. Hist. d. 150. 89—-90.

CARTWRIGHT, John. (1740-1824). Political Reformer.

1. Brothertoft

1799 Sept. 19. Thanks B. for terminating their previous inter-

course ‘ which it seems was no longer likely to have been
cordial ” ; states his political opinions and his differences
with B. [Written in the third person].

B.M. Add. MS. 52281. 27.

CHISLETT, John. (d. 1793). Surgeon.

1. Horncastle.

1792 Dec. 13. Asks B. to nominate the clergyman to preach the

Anniversary Sermon for the [Medical] Charity ; [Thomas]
Paine’s adherents in the County are not numerous but are
very audacious and have circulated inflammatory literature ;
the farmers on market-days have given loyal toasts in con-
sequence of the affrays which have occurred in public houses ;
in one of these, a loyalist received a blow and soon after
died ; the post-mortem, however, revealed a pre-existing
state of gangrene which was the cause of death and the
Jury’s verdict was death from natural causes ; at Boston
there are disaffected persons and the singing of *“ God Save
the King "’ was greeted with hisses ; many labourers want a
disturbance that they may commit depredations ; he hopes
that Government and the Magistrates will be active and
inflict condign punishment ; applies for the tenancy of two
of B.’s closes which will soon become vacant.

B.M. Add. MS. 52281. 14-15.
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CLARK, Richard. (1739-1831). Chamberlain of the City of London.
1. Spring Grove. 1813 Oct. 3.* Discusses the claim of the Lord Mayor of London

to take the place of the Heir Apparent to the Crown within
the jurisdiction of the City, which was asserted at the funeral
of Lord Nelson, and admitted pro hac vice ; he has searched
for precedents of the rank in which the Lord Mayor has been
anciently placed in processions, funerals, etc. ; he finds that
the Lord Mayor is always placed by the side of Garter King of
Arms, between the convoy and the procession ; he finds also
that the Lord Mayor always carries what is called the City
Sceptre, a small mace ; asks whether this article is preserved
amongst the regalia of the City, or whether the Lord Mayor
when proceeding with Garter King carries the full-sized mace
upon his shoulder.

B.M. Add. MS. 52281. 130.

The Lord Mayor in 1805 was Sir James Shaw, Bart. (1764-1843). This letter is a copy in
the handwriting of Sarah Sophia Banks amongst a number of documents copied by her on
the same subject. (ff. 123-131 vo). Orders and precedents were subjects in which B. and his
sister were greatly interested.

COLE, William.
2 Gosport.

3. Gosport

4. Gosport

(See B.L. p. 223).
1803 June 11. Presents the bearer of this letter, [Louis Auguste]

Deschamps ; he has secured his release with the assistance
of the Rev. Mr. [Richard] Bingham, a magistrate of Gosport ;
Mr. Bingham has subjoined a passport for the convenience of
Deschamps.

B.M. Add. MS. 52281. 71 vo.

1803 June 14. He has just returned from the Custom House and

the Prize Agents ; from the latter he has permission to hand
over to Deschamps all the natural history collections with
the rest of his (D.’s) property ; he has been instructed to
lodge the articles in the Custom House until further orders,
when they will permit them to be sent to the Custom House
in London to be searched ; he will go on board L’Union to
arrange their landing ; asks for an Order in Council for the
landing and storing.

B.M. Add. MS. 52281. 36.

1803 June 16. He has visited the Custom House and found there

two trunks belonging to Deschamps containing wearing
apparel ; he has purchased two padlocks to secure them and
encloses the keys ; the trunks will be in London in a few
days.

B.M. Add. MS. 52281. 72.
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5. Gosport. 1803 June 17. He has visited the French ship to examine the
property of Deschamps ; it consists principally of books,
with some parcels of plants, shells, insects, etc.; the
Hortus Siccus is much damaged and many specimens
destroyed ; these articles are to be lodged in the Custom
House ; a small box of lilies will be sent to B. by the
wagon ; the Colonel who was a passenger on the ship gave
him some substances said to be gold and silver, and a bottle
containing scorpions which he sends to B. for his own
collection ; Capt. Hamelin presented him with a living
parrot which also he proposes to send to B.

B.M. Add. MS. 52281, 35.

6. Gosport. 1803 July 5. Acknowledges B.’s letter about the missing trunks,
[see infra, MACLEAN, W. No. 3] ; encloses note from the
Officer of the Custom House. [The enclosed note, undated
and signed Wm. NORRIS, states that two trunks were sent
on 17 June addressed to the Warehouse Keeper for the
Crown, E. I. Baggage Warehouse, St. Helen’s London, and
that two others remain, awaiting orders. { 40].
B.M. Add. MS. 52281, 38.

7. Gosport. 1803 July 20. Informs B. that the greater part of the packages
[of Deschamps] will be sent by the Portsmouth wagon to the
warehouse in London, the remainder to follow in due course.

B.M. Add. MS. 52281. 45.

8. Soho Square. 1803 July 28*. He has had notice of the reception of 4 cases and
2 chests belonging to Deschamps at the London warehouse ;
Government appear to be pleased at the liberality of the
captors, and will pay for any part of the goods that may have
been thought of value sufficient to detain them for the
benefit of the crew, in order that they may be sent gratis to
Deschamps ; requests Cole to enquire if any further articles
relating to Natural History or Science remain on board,
particularly drawings ; returns sincere thanks to Cole for
his handsome assistance, and requests him to render thanks
to the captors and their agents for their liberal and generous
conduct, which does honour to the British name and to
science.

B.M. Add. MS. 52281. 47.

9. Gosport. 1803 Aug. 2. On his return from Essex, he was pleased to learn
that the goods of Deschamps have arrived ; by an error,
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some Frenchmen on parole at Bishop’s Walton have taken
two or three chests with them, an error that can easily be
rectified ; the captors have acted with great liberality ; he
much values B.’s appreciation of his services ; he is engaged
in raising a Defence Corps and has purchased suitable
publications for distribution.

B.M. Add. MS. 52281. 50-5I.

1803 Aug. 16. Encloses the keys of Deschamps’s trunks, sent

from Bishop’s Walton via Winchester ; he has been active
in raising a Defence Corps which now musters 250 men ; in
a P.S. states that a French prisoner at Bishop’s Walton has a
valuable collection of butterflies which he wishes to sell.
[Attached is an inventory of the contents of the trunks, with
a note by B., ““ Recovered from Bishop’s Walton Augt. 18
1803 from Mr. Cole . {. 62].

B.M. Add. MS. 52281, 61.

DESCHAMPS, Louis Auguste, (1765-1842) Naturalist. (See B.L. p. 261).

3. Portsmouth

4. St. Omer.

1803 May 28. Although he has not the honour of being known to

B., he,asanaturalistin distressand a victim of the war, appeals
for the assistance of B. ; after an absence of 12 years devoted
to science, he was naturalist in the Recherche, commanded by
D’Entrecasteaux, and remained in Java for 10 years,
occupied with Natural History and explored this almost
unknown country, making a fine collection especially of
plants ; he therefore applies to B., the foremost naturalist in
England and the companion of Capt Cook, for assistance,
especially as B. had been the means of restoring the collec-
tions of his colleague Labillardiére [See B.L. p. 514] ; he
now begs B. to render similar assistance to himself. [French]
[Note by B., “ I wrote on the Rect. of this Letter to Capt.
George of the Transport Office to obtain the liberation of
M. Deschamps, on the plea of his being a non combatant
which he immediately obtained from the Admiralty in
consequence of which orders for his Release were forwarded
to Portsmouth.”’]

B.M. Add. MS. 52281. 69—70.

1803 June 25. Informs B. that he has rejoined his family at St.

Omer and expresses his and their thanks to B. for his help in

extricating him from his unfortunate situation ; Broussonet

has left for Paris and sends his respects to B. [French].
B.M. Add. MS. 52281. 4Tv0—41.
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5. St. Omer. 1803 July 5. He feels anxious about his property for which he has

6. St. Omer. 1803

7. [Soho Square. 1803.

8. Paris. 1803

long been waiting; as communication from Dover has not been
interrupted, he fears his goods have been seized by the
Customs officers at Dover ; this delay is all the more dis-
quieting as all his papers are there and he cannot go to
Paris without seeing them ; as he fears he may be com-
promised if opposition were made by the [British] Govern-
ment, he once more begs B.’s intervention with the Ministry
to recover his effects. [French]. [On the back is a note
from PIGAULT-MAUBAILLARCQ ; see infra, and B.L.
p- 671.]

B.M. Add. MS. 52281. 64.

July 26. He has already written twice to thank B. for his
valuable aid and to inform him that his property has not yet
arrived ; begs pardon for his importunity, but fears his
former letters have not reached B. [French]

B.M. Add. MS. 52281. 52.

Aug. 18.* He has twice written to explain why D.’s trunks
have not yet been received, and fears his letters have mis-
carried ; the last of the trunks have only just come, having
been carried away by some French gentlemen. [See supra,
COLE, W. No. 9] ; hopes all his property has now been
recovered, but he cannot answer for that owing to inter-
ference by the I'rench ; nearly a month ago orders were
given to the agent of M. Pigault-Maubaillarcq [¢.v.] to lose no
opportunity of forwarding them to that gentleman ; no ship
has sailed to France, and it is impossible to send goods by
pacquet, as they are never allowed to enter Calais harbour ;
regrets the disappointment, as the English Government has
ordered every facility to be given so that all the collections
may be restored. [Note by B. “ Augt. 18 Learning from
Mr. Newland’s letter annexd that this letter would not pass I
have omitted to send it.” See infra NEWLAND, Isaac,
No. 2].

B.M. Add. MS. 52281. 53.

Sept. 21. [Received Dec. 3]. Acknowledges B.’s letter of
25 July, informing him that he holds all his possessions and
will forward them on the first opportunity ; as it was hoped
to send them by M. Pigault [—Maubaillarcq.] (g.v.) at
Calais, this method must fail as communication there is
interrupted, and it would be better to send them to Morlaix,
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to M. Forestier of the Bureaux de La Marine, as nothing
would then be opened by the Customs officers ; in the list
of the collection sent, there is no mention of 6 wooden boxes
containing dried plants ; he fears these have been sent to
W. Cole, to whom he has written ; these cases contain the
most valuable of all the plants collected in Java ; Brous-
sonet is in Paris about to leave for Montpellier. [French].
B. M.Add. MS. 52281. 57—58.

1803 Dec. 28. [Received Jan 28, 1804]. Renews his thanks to

B. for the great kindnesses rendered and for the assurance
that on the first opportunity his property will be restored to
him ; asks that the cases may be sent to M. Forestier Chef
de division de la Marine at Morlaix or to his own address at
St. Omer ; Broussonet and his family are at Montpellier,
he has little or nothing to communicate as to Natural
History, as everyone is occupied in making new systems or in
describing old plants under new names ; Dr. Jussieu is about
to issue his Species Plantarum on which he has long been
working ; the Chevalier [Charles Pierre Claret, Comte de]
Fleurieu has written the Voyage of D’Entrecasteaux, which
is being printed at the expense of Government. [French].
B.M. Add. MS. 52281. 55-56.

1814 June 14. Refers to information in his last letters that he

was in London at the same time as Broussonet, and hopes B.
will remember a naturalist arrived from Java and whose
collections were detained by the Custom House at Ports-
mouth ; [Timothy] Topping (g.v.) who brings this letter has
undertaken to obtain from B. the information necessary to
recover the collections from the person with whom they were
deposited in London ; it is possible that they may have been
returned to France long ago, in which case he will endeavour
to recover them. [French].

B.M. Add. MS. 52281. 66.

DOUCE, Francis, F.S.A. (1757-1834). Antiquary. (See First Supplt. p. 47).
39. Soho Square. 1815 Jan. 1.* Returns thanks for books lent and asks for the

loan of Vol. iii of Rymer’s Federa. [Fellows No. 18].
Bodleian. MS. Douce d. 22. 185.

DRYDEN, Frances, née HOWELL (d. 1828) Widow of Sir Gregory Dryden, 3rd

I. Revesby Abbey. 1807 Oct. 20.* Assures her that he has confidence in [John]

Linton, [B.L. p. 545] and that he will watch over the interests
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of Lady Dryden and her son ; asks if she has an agent in
London with whom he can communicate ; the Clergy are
averse to accepting one ninth of the Common Lands in lieu
of their tithes and to giving up a portion of their advantages
for the purpose of erecting and endowing chapels ; he hopes
that after consultation with the parishes concerned, the bill
will be passed at the next session of Parliament.
Northampton Records O ffice.

This relates to an Act for inclosing the lands in the East and West Fens in Lincolnshire.
Lady Dryden, though resident at Canons Ashby, Northamptonshire, was a landowner in
the area affected by the Act. After long negotiations, the Act was passed, including the
clauses to which the Clergy had objected, 50 Geo. 111, c. 129, and received the Royal Assent,
24 May. 1810.

DUNDAS, Henry, 1st Viscount Melville (1742-1811) Statesman. (See B.L.
p. 283).
6. Somerset Place. 1791 Oct. 6. Encloses a letter from Sir John Sinclair (g.v.) about
a Merino Ram for the Society for the Improvement of
British Wool ; he had understood that two Rams were to be
sent, but supposes the season is too far advanced to send the
second. [See SINCLAIR, Sir John, ¢nfra, Nos. 19, 20].
B.M. Add. MS. 52281. 10.

7. Revesby Abbey. 1791 Oct. 12.* H.M. The King certainly destined two Rams for
the Society ; the second will be sent to their order.
B.M. Add. MS. 52281. 10v0.

DUNDAS, Thomas, 1st Baron, F.R.S. (1741-1820) Agriculturist. (B.L. p. 284).

5. Carlton House. 1811 Feb. 19. Informs B. that on his recommendation to the
Prince Regent, [John] Pond will be appointed Astronomer
Royal ; he understands that the Home Secretary is the
official channel to give effect to this.
B.M. Add. MS. 52281. 100.

6. [Soho Square. 1811] Feb. 19.* Acknowledges the above letter and notes that
H.R.H. is disposed to the appointment of John Pound and
that the Home Secretary is the proper person to make the
appointment ; asks if it would be proper for him (B.) to
take any step in the matter at present. [This apparently
was not sent but the following letter substituted].

B.M. Add. MS. 52281. 100 0.

7. Soho Square. 1811 Feb. 2z0.* Acknowledges his letter of the 1gth and requests
him to convey to H.R.H. his gratitude and to assure him that
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his (B.’s) recommendation was made in the knowledge that
Pond’s qualifications are superior to those of his competitors.
B.M. Add. MS. 52281. 101.

FITZROY, Augustus Henry, 3rd Duke of Grafton. (1735-1811).

2. Stony Stratford. 1791 Aug. 23. Enquires whether the Spanish Ram presented to
him by the King is one of those imported in 1790, or a lamb
bred therefrom ; if, the latter, asks its age and by what dam.

B.M. Add. MS. 52281. 8.

3 [Soho Square]. 1791 Aug. 25.* Replies that the Ram is a real Merino, imported
by H.M. in 1790.
B.M. Add. MS. 52281. g.

FORSTER, Edward, F.R.S. (1765-1849). Banker and Botanist.

1. Soho Square. 1804 May 26.* Solicits F.’s vote in favour of [Henry James]
Cholmeley who wishes to be a candidate for the position
of Assistant Physician to Guy’s Hospital should a vacancy
occur ; he (B.) would not venture to recommend him were
he not assured of his merits and qualifications.

Bodleian. MS. Eng. Letters c. 200. 64.

Henry James Cholmeley, (1778-1837) was the son of a Lincolnshire friend of B.,
Montague Cholmeley of Easton, whose wife was Sarah, daughter of another Lincolnshire
friend, Humphrey Sibthorp, Professor of Botany at Oxford. Dr. H. S. Cholmeley was of
Christ Church, Oxford ; M.A. 1803 ; M.D. 1807 ; F.R.C.P., 1811. He was appointed
Physician to Guy’s Hospital in 1811, a post which he held until his death.

Edward Forster, Banker of Gracechurch Street, I.ondon, was a well-known botanist and
a Governor of Guy’s Hospital.

GRAFTON, Duke of,—See FITZROY, Augustus Henry.

GREVILLE, Robert Fulke, F.R.S. (1751-1824) Equerry to George III. (See
B.L. 372 and go3).

30. Gt. Cumberland Street. 1809 July 12. Informs B. that the Prerogative Court
has made a decree appointing him sole administrator of the
effects of his brother [The Hon. Charles Francis Greville.
See B.L. p. 370] ; describes the opposition of Lord Warwick,
[George, 2nd Earl, elder brother of Robert Fulke Greville]
and others ; he will request B., as his bondsman, to execute
the necessary deed.

B.M. Add. MS. 52281. 95—96.
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HARRISON, Edward (1763?-1836) Medical Practitioner. (B.L. p. 398).

2. Soho Square. 1804 Dec. 31.* Returns thanks for copies of the correspondence
between the Rev. Edward Walls [¢.v. B.L. p. 853] and him-
self (H.), detailing his friendly attempts to effect a recon-
ciliation between Walls and B. ; in view of the implacability
of Walls and the foolish lucubrations he has seen fit to
publish, he (B.) considers them a ““ telum imbelle et sine ictu,
like all the rest shot out of his Fool’s Quiver ” ; if Walls
wishes to try the case at law, he will clearly be nonsuited ;
expresses his thanks for the honour conferred upon him by
the Benevolent Medical Society ; asks if H. keeps a rain-
gauge, and if so, requests him to send his readings to [John]
Blanchard of Nottingham. [g.v. B.L. p. 104].

B.M. Add. MS. 52281. 92.

Full copies of the letters of Harrison and Walls are ff73-91 vo. Walls had printed a bitter
attack upon B in Nov. 1803, (See B.L. p. 854, No. 10) add Harrison, as a neighbour of both
parties, made a friendly attempt at reconciliation. B treated Walls’ attack with silent con-
tempt, and Walls remained bitter and implacible.

HARRISON, Sir George (d. 1841). Assistant Secretary to the Treasury. (See

B.L. p. 398).
4. Treasury 1811 Feb. z0. Informs B. that he has seen Perceval who desires
Chambers him to say that B. need trouble himself no further about

the appointment of the Astronomer Royal as the matter is
now all settled. [See PERCEVAL, Spencer, No. 2, and
DUNDAS, Lord Thomas, Nos. 5, 6].

B.M. Add. MS. 52281. 104.

JENNER, Edward, F.R.S. (1749-1823) Physician and Naturalist. (B.L. p. 474).

2. Berkeley. 1789 [end of June]. Describes experiments made in mating a
male fox with a female terrier with a view to ascertaining if
such a cross would be fertile, but it failed ; describes experi-
ments using serum of human blood as a manure for grass,
and experiments on mustard seed set in layers of wool
moistened with (1) water, (2) serum, (3) coagulated blood ;
the seeds sprouted but soon withered, but when trial was
repeated with one part of serum and two parts of water, the
experiment was successful ; describes further experiments
with growing plants and trees ; he has heard from [Sir
Charles] Blagden that his letter to John Hunter on the
cuckoo is to be published in Philosophical Transactions.

Baron!, i. 73~77
1 John Baron, Life of Edward Jenner, 2 vols. London, 1838,
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3. Soho Square 1787 July 7.* He is much interested in the experiment on fox x
dog, and the effects of manure on plants ; in consequence of
J.’s discovery that the young cuckoo and not the foster-
parents ejects the young birds of the host from the nest,
requests that the Council of the Royal Society may be
allowed to alter J.’s paper accordingly, but they will be glad
to print it later ; John Hunter has sent an excellent paper
on Whales which will soon be printed.
Baron, 1. 77—8.

4. Soho Square. 1811. Dec. 14.* Sends J. notice of his election to the Institut de
France in the vacancy caused by the death of Dr. Maskelyne,
and congratulates him on his admission by those who* are
as little satisfied with the barbarous mode of warfare
adopted by their Chief as we Englishmen can be ”.

Baron, ii. 167.

KNATCHBULL, Frances Anne. (d. 1843).

1. Hatch. 1793 Aug. 11. [To Lady Banks]. Describes a prescription and
treatment for gall-stones which Lady B. desired to have ;
she hopes it is not required for any member of the family.

B.M. Add. MS. 52281. 20.

KRAMER, Johann Hermann. (1776-1838). Hydraulic Engineer

I. Bremen. 1816 July 29. Informs B. that he has made *“ a most important
inorganic discovery ”’, (eine der wichtigsten unorgenischen
Erfindungen) ; he has sent an account of this in a sealed
packet to the Gesellschaft d. Wissenschaft : the nature of
the discovery is not stated in the letter, but he considers it to
be not only of scientific but also of economic value and asks
B. to assist him to finance it and to secure his rights as dis-
coverer for the benefit of his family. [German).
B.M. Add. MS. 52281. 138-139.

As this letter was addressed to B., I presumed that by the “ Society of Science *’ The Royal
Society is meant. I am informed that there is no reference to the matter in the Council
Minutes or other records of the R.S., and it is therefore probable that one of the German
Academies is referred to. The letter is written in fulsome and flattering terms.

The writer was an engineer in Norway, then a captain in the Danish army, from which he
retired and became a Prussian civil servant with the title of Ober-revisionsrath.

LOUREIRO, Jodo. (1710—1791). (See B.L. p. 556).
9. Soho Square. 1780 May 12.* As he has received many advantages from L.’s
scientific labours, he hopes he may be induced to visit
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